L.
GENERAIL SCHOOI, ATTENDANCE IN 1920 (PART 1).

The importance of formal education to the country as a whole
is self-evident. While many individuals receive a major part of
their training outside of school walls, institutional instruction in
fundamentals must be provided for the great bulk of the popu-
lation. During the following discussion it should be borne in
mind that school attendance is the prineipal means by which
illiteracy must be combated and social usefulness developed to a
maximum. Individual instruction in the home and self-education
may each play a part in increasing the literacy of our population
and in preparing for better citizenship. Many great names in the
history of this and other countries are associated with an old text-
book by the fireside and the plodding, unaided search for enlighten-
ment. Butfor thevast mass of our population, school attendance,
voluntary or enforced, constitutes the chief means of mental
development.

Though general rates (those for large geographic areas or for
mixed population elements) in many cases are misleading and
often obscure significant local variations, it is important that they
be studied; first, as preliminary to more detailed analysis; second,
as giving a comprehensive picture of the general state of affairs.

This chapter will analyze the general school-attendance data
" for the United States as a whole. The facts will first be classified
by color, nativity, and parentage. School attendance for all ages
collectively and for specific age groups will then be shown. . Detailed
discussion by single States under these heads is reserved for later
chapters, but for convenience in presentation an analysis of the
general data for separate States will be made in this chapter.
States having, in the main, similar percentages of attendance at
the several single years of age, from 5 to 20, inclusive, are grouped
together into ‘“‘types,” four in number. These are arbitrary,
empirical classes based upon the general contoutrs of the curves
plotted from the single year data. This clagsification is verified
by relating it to the general economic, legal, and cultural condi-
tions in the States of each type.
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The particular questions under which census enumerators
gathered this information have been dealt with fully elsewhere,
and the reliability of the data discussed. (See pp. XIV and XV.)
The data describe those individuals who, at some time during the
period defined, attended some educational institution. As a
measure of instruction received they are inadequate in the ex-
treme. Attendance in a small log cabin school for negroes in
the rural regions of the Black Belt counts as heavily as does enroll-
ment in one of the large privately endowed or State institutions of
the North or West. The data do not include students in summer
schools or pupils in regular sessions who for any of several reasons
may have been compelled to postpone enrollment until late in the
academic year. On the other hand, they do include many who
attended but a brief period and who, through choice or circum-
stance, were compelled to stop their school work.

It is, however, the most reliable mass of data that is available
as an index of instruction rendered by the edncational institu-
tions of the country as a whole, and portrays in broad lines, -with
as'great aceuracy as is necessary, the school attendance in various
sections.

Further, it constantly must be remembered that the data which
follow do not, except where specifically stated, include those ahove
or below “school age” (5 to 20 years) such as students in ad-
vanced courses in universities, foreign-born residents of the United
States who are being instructed in Americanization classes—either
the public classes or those connected with the more progressive
industrial concerns—or adults in night schools, All these groups
are increasing very rapidly and data concerning them would
throw much light on the Americanization problem. :

In the text, absolute numbers of school attendants will be quoted
but seldom. Should the reader desire these they are to be found
in the various tables of Appendix B andin the population reports
of the United States census.

THE UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE.

In 1920 there were in the United States as a whole, 33,250,870
individuals 5 to 20 years of age. Of these, 21,373,976, or 64.3
per cent, had attended school, college, or some kind of educa-
tional institution at some time hetween September 1, 1919, and
January 1, 1920, Less than two-thirds of this group, those who
are not yet of voting age but who are no longer dependent upon
the constant attention of parents, are receiving formal instruction.
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A _glance at the following table will show the situation by
nativity, parentage, sex, and race:

TavLy 1.—PrR CENT oF PERSONS § T0 20 VEARS OF AGH ATTENDING
SCHOOL, BY SEX, FOR COLOR, NATIVITY, AND PARENTAGE CLASSES IN
THE POPULATION, FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. III, United States, Table 2.}

FER CENT ATTENDING SCHOOL.
POPULATION CLASS, :
’ Both sexes. Male, Female.
All classes..................... e 64.3 64.x 64.5
Native white of native parentage, .................. 66.9 66.6 67.3
Native white of foreign or mixed parentage. .. ....... 65.8 66.0 6.7
Negto.........e. e et s 53.5 52.4 54.5
Foreign-born white., .........oooviuin i, 44.2 45.8 42.7

As one would expect, attendance is highest among the native
whites, with those of native parentage leading. A priori, it might
be expected that negro school attendance would be the lowest of
these groups. But far below the negroes are the foreign born.

As regards the sexes, attendance is about the same for males
as for females if all classes be taken collectively. Among the
native whites of native parentage and the negroes, proportionately
more females attend school than males, while among the native
whites of foreign or mixed parentage and the foreign born the
reverse is true,

Analysis of these groups by age presents some interesting facts
which can perhaps best be seen if set forth graphically. (Charts
1—5.) Taking all classes together, it appears that there is an
excess in the proportion of females 5 years and 6 years of age re-
ported as attending school compared with males. The reason for
this apparent precocity on the part of girls must be left to
others for interpretation. For the ages 7 to 14 years, the pro-
portions for the two sexes are approximately the same, though
the rates for females are slightly higher. From 15 to 18 years, .
inclusive, the proportions for females are considerably in excess of
those for males. Without further analysis a guess might be
hazarded that this is due to the greater economic opportunity in
most sections for boys of these age periods than for girls. Boys
of 19 and 20 years attend school in larger proportion than do
girls of the same ages, probably due, in the main, to the slow
development of the idea of higher education for women and the
fewer opportunities afforded. '
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“Since the native whites constitute over three-quarters of the
population, it is but natural that there should be great similarity
between the distribution for this group and that for the total
population. Reference to the charts discloses that this is true.
Indeed, if the base lines be disregarded and the “All classes”
curves be superimposed upon those for the native whites they
appear practically to duplicate one another. The deductions of
the last paragraph, then, apply to both the entire population and
to the whites born within the United States.!

Among the foreign-born whites there are practically the same
proportions of the two sexes attending school up to and including
the age of 12. After that a definitely higher proportion of males
than females is reported. The factors influencing this inequality
will be dealt with in Chapter IV.

A very different situation exists among the negroes, the per
cent of females attending school being invariably much higher
than that for males. The higher rates for females are probably
due, in the older groups, to the limited opportunity for negro
women in industrial pursuits, the increasing distaste for domestic
service, and the constantly increasing demand for negro women
teachers in the negro schools. These factors may to some
degree affect the younger classes as well.

A fourth group, '‘Other,” presents itself for exposition. It is
constituted of Indians, Japanese, Chinese, Filipinos, Hindus,
Koreans, and other orientals. Since it is a small and mixed
group, the curves portraying the school attendance are very
irregular. The curve on Chart 5 for females agrees with that
for males up to and including 12 years of age. From 13 to 17
years, inclusive, the proportion for females is ordinarily greater
than for males. From 18 years on the rates for males are much
higher. ‘The large rates for males in the last three years is un-
doubtedly due to the large numbers of male students who have
flocked to our colleges and universities from all parts of the Orient

-and from the islands of the Pacific. The greater economic oppor-
tunities open to boys would again seem to explain the differences
between boys and girls in the years from 13 to 17. National sub-
sidy of Indian education further affects the data. Since this
group is so complex and subject to so many diverse factors, further
detailed treatment is otmitted.

! ’The parentage classes within the native whites—the native, the foreign, and the mixed parentage
groups—manifest the same tendencies as regards the percentages for the two sexes. Ior clarity and
economy they have been omitted.
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CHART 1.—PER CENT OF ALl CLASSES OF POPULATION 5 TO 20 VEARS
OF AGE ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SEX AND SPECIFIED AGE: 1920.
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Crar? 2.—PER CENT OF NATIVE WHITE POPULATION 5 TO 20 YEARS
OF AGE ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SEX AND SPECIFIED AGE: 1920.
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CuART 3.—PrrR CENT OoF FORBIGN-BORN WEHITE POPULATION 5 TO 20
VEARS OF AGE ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SEX AND SPECIFIED AGE:
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100

80

2

N
ey

Cye——y

| o]
4
O 50
& )
& \%\\
40 %)
] \
\\
190 AW
A\

] ] 7 B :] i0 i 12 13 14 16 1] ¥4 I8 i) 2
YEARS OF AGE

Cuar? 4—Prr CENT OF NEGRO POPULATION 5 T0 20 YEARS OF AcE
ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SEX AND SPECIFIED AGE: 1920,

o0
80
® iRpes— o N e 8
// \ N
o N
70 v <
L9 \‘%
R
80 / ¢ \(<“

PER CENT
S
Y
&
r/‘ -

8 8
L — *
=1
e
=

6 9 19 1] i2 13 i1 %8 9 7 s e W
YEARS OF AGE




GENERAL SCHOOIL ATTENDANCE IN 1920. 7

CHarr 5—PsR CeNT oF INDIAN, CHINESE, JAPANESE, AND ‘‘ALl
OrHER” CLAssEs oF POPULATION 5 T0 20 YEARS OF AGE ATTENDING
ScHOOL, BY SEX AND SPECIFIED AGEH: 1920.
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Again, recurring to Chart 1, there appears in both ‘“male’’ and
“female’’ curves an orderly and rapid increase up to and includ-
ing 8 years. At g years the rate is not as high as we would expect
it to be if the rates at 8 years and 10 years be considered, The
trend appears to falter. The point on the curve representing 13
years seems somewhat higher than would be expected from the
points at 12 years and 14 years. At the age of 14 and continu-
ously thereafter the curves fall off sharply. Inspection of the
lines arranged to compare the nativity, parentage, and racial
elements (Charts 6 and 7) shows similar peculiarities for the
several groups, with the exception of ‘Other,”” which is too
irregular to warrant comparison. In each of the native white
curves and in the foreign-born white curve the depression at g
years is distinct, though it is lacking in the negro group. All
three show an accentuation at 13 years.

The depression at the age of g years pertains in particular to
data for the native white. The tendency to express age in
round numbers may be a contributing factor.
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CuArRT 6.—PHR CENT or MArgs ATYENDING SCHOOL AMONG THE
Natave Write, FOREIGN-BORN WHITE, NEGRO, aND ‘AL OTHER” '
POPULATION 5 TO 20 VEARS OF AGE, BY SPECIFIED AGE: 1920.
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Cuart 7.—PER CuENrT OrF MaL¥s ATTENDING SCHOOL AMONG THE
Narive WHITE 0F NATIVE PARENTAGE, FOREIGN PARENTAGE, AND
MixeDp PARENTAGE, AND YOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION, 5 10
20 YEARS OF AGH, BY SPECIFIED AGE: 1920.
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The accentuation at 13 years is undoubtedly due to the fact
that many children 13 years of age, who have lost interest in
school or who are being pushed into gainful occupations by their
parents, are reported as 14 years of age when applying for employ-
ment papers and also, in self-defense, at the census enumeration.
This results in an exaggerated proportion of those who are reported
as 13 years of age actually in attendance at school. Curves for
single States show similar distortions. '

Comparison of the various ethnic elements in the population
yields some interesting distinctions. (Chart6.) At s and 6years
males of the white elements in the population have about the same
proportion in school, while the negro group and the other colored
races have approximately similar percentages attending, but not
more than two-thirds the proportions for the whites. From 7%
to 12 years, the distinctions are marked. The native whites
lead by a large margin, followed by the foreign-born whites,
with negroes in third place, and the other colored falling below all.
At 13 and 14 years the other colored proportion is higher than that
for negroes. At 14 years all rates have begun to decrease very
rapidly, the sharpest decline béing that for the foreign born. At
15 years the other colored have a higher rate than either the
negroes or the foreign-born whites. These last two show about
equal per cent attendance. From 16 to 20 years the other colored
races show very much higher proportions than even the native
whites. Between these years the order is ‘Other colored,”
“Native white,” ' Negro,” “ Foreign-born white,” except for males
at 20 years, when the proportion for the foreign-born white is

- slightly higher than for the negroes.

For all ages, except the years 16 to 20, when the rates for the
group including the Indians, Chinese, and Japanese are in excess,
the mative white population has, compared with the other groups,
by far the largest proportion of school attendants among its chil-
dren (see p. 11). Both facilities and tradition work toward this
end. It is probable that the parity between foreign-born whites
and native whites at the earliest ages is due to the desire of
foreign-born mothers to put on others the burden of caring for
the children. The difference between the foreign-born rates and
native-white rates from 7 to 14 is a fairly good measure of the in-
fluences working toward voluntary attendance among the native
born. Both being stibject to the same compulsory attendance

Us
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laws with presumably equal enforcement, the excess in native-
born over foreign-born rates might be a measure of this vol-
untary attendance. Further substantiation is the very rapid fall
in the foreign-born curve as compared either with its previous even
level or with the other curves. The irregular termination of the
foreign-born white curve is probably due to the numbers of young
alien whites who come to this country primarily to study, and
to widespread Americanization efforts. The low negro attendance
rate is largely due to the very inadequate facilities afforded the
blacks in the South, particularly in the area designated the “ Black
Belt,” as described in Chapter II1.? That negroes are really de-
sirous of receiving at least the fundamentals of education is certain
when it is realized that even though the compulsory attendance
laws of the South are not stringently enforced against them con-
siderable proportions do attend school. Further evidence of this
is the fact that from 16 to 19 the attendance rates for negroes are
higher than those for the foreign-born whites. It may well be
stated at this point that there are many indications pointing to
an understatement for the negro group, due largely to the seasonal
labor demands of cotton growing and simmilar economic factors.
Analysis of the rates for whites also shows interesting features
(Chart 7). From 5 to 13 years, the native whites of foreign
parentage and the native whites of mixed parentage show
attendance rates materially higher than for the native whites of
native parentage. However, the differences between the first two
are slight. This is due to the concentration of those of foreign and
mixed parentage in the States where educational facilities and
tradition are highest and to the large proportion of the native
parentage group in those sections where educational opportunities
are comparatively poor. - From 15 to 20 years, inclusive, a very
different situation is to be seen. The native parentage group
has the highest rates, the mixed parentage group stands second,
with the foreign parentage and foreign born third and lowest,
respectively. ‘Thus, the larger the proportion of foreign blood the
less the tendency to continue schooling. Since these are the
ages when attendance is voluntary, the fact is very striking.

* See "' Negro education,” Bulletin, 1916, No. 39, Burcau of Kducation, Vel, IT, Ch. II, pp. 14 and 15,
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GENERAL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN THE SEVERAL STATES,

In masses of statistical information facts are often obscured
by the mingling of heterogeneous data. The curves presented in
Charts 1 to 5 for the whole population and for the nativity and
racial subdivisions are cases in point. Great variation exists in
the laws governing school attendance.® Fach State faces many
problems peculiar to its own situation and these show in the
variety of legislation. In this treatise it is impossible to deal with

Caart 8.—PER CENT OF Arl, CLASSES OF POPULATION 5 T0 20 YEARS
or Acg ArrmvomNG ScHOOL, BY SPECIFIED AGE POr TYPICAL

STATES: 1920.
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each State individually, Vet each differs materially from every
other State in proportions of school attendance at the various ages.
A few contrasting States have been charted as illustrative of this
variation.! No attempt will be made to deal with the various
geographic divisions or the general regions, as they are in no sense
legal entities and have within them the varied situations of the
States of which they are constituted.

# All the States now bave compulsory attendance laws, Data describing separate States must be inter-
preted in the light of this fact. “The reader should hear this in mind continually in reading the following
discussion of school attendatice in the various States,

1 Should the reader he sufficiently interested in some particular locality or in a specific population element
Rot presented graphically in this volume, the data for a similar chart will befotmd in ‘ables 13 aud 18, Ch,
3?1, Vol. 11, of the Fourteenth Census Reports and in Appendix B, ‘The preparation of these charts is
simple and requires little time.
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Roughly’ speaking, there are among the States four distinct
situations in respect to general school attendance. These are
set forth in Chart 8. In speaking of them as “types” it should be
stated that the curves represent individual States and not aver-
ages. They are very different from each other in at least some
part of the period called “school age,” and represent, in general,
other States more or less like themselves. Indeed, in some
phases they are extremes selected for contrast rather than approx-
imations to the mean. This grouping into types has no abstract
theoretical basis. The curves of school attendance for single
years of age from 5 to 20 years were plotted and those which by
inspection showed the highest resemblance were superimposed
upon ome another. The peculiarities of the contours of each
group of curves were noted. In order to simplify and clarify the
presentation of these peculiarities, single curves definitely show-
ing these eccentricities were selected to e*cemphfy each of these
four types.®

As a result, certain apparently anomalous wvariations from
customary classification of the States exist in the list. Thus it
would be expected from industrial and geographic considerations
that New York would be a companion to such States as Massachu-
setts and Rhode Island, rather than in the group with the Dakotas,
Maine, and New Hampshire. But in this instance these factors
are overbalanced by the legal factor.  An attempt is made, in the
pages which follow, to justify the classification and to explain it
in the light of economic, legal, and social factors,

Type 1.

In the early years, 5 and 6, large proportions of the children
are in school voluntarily in most States of this type. At 7
~years of age the compulsory school-attendance laws® have begun
to apply and, generally, 9o per cent of the children are in school.
From 8 to 13 years, inclusive, about 95 per cent are enrolled and
attending. (The curve for this portion of its length is approxi-
mately horizontal.) Ina maj onty of these States legal compulsion
is either entirely eliminated or is greatly modified for children 14

5 In the several lists of States conforming to the various types, the name of the State chosen to typify
the group is preceded by an asterisk (¥).

5 More will be said later regarding the legislation of the several States, in tertns of variation, cause, and
enforcement, See Ch, IT, pp. 21 fI.

70080°—24——3
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years of age and over. At this age child labor _la\'zvs supplant
educational restrictions, and these permit many children to enter
gainful occupations instead of continuing educational training.
Certain restrictions are in effect in most of these States even to
the age of 16 years which prevent many children, who otherwise
would do so, from leaving school until 16 or 17 years of age.
From 17 years nonattendance is, in the main, free from any legal
restriction. Attendance seldom exceeds 30 per cent for 17 years,
20 per cent for 18, 15 per cent for 19, and 10 per cent for 20 years.
For the ages at which they apply, in States of this type, the enact-
ments have been rigidly enforced.

Many variations, particularly in the ages 5 and 6 years and from
14 to 20 years, occur in the States of this type. Differing pro-
portions of the various population elements, varying economic
opportunity, and peculiarities of the legislation affecting educa-
tion are among the many causes. A list of the States which
conform more particularly to this type follows:

Massachusetts. Pennsylvania. Delaware.
*Rhode Island. Indiana. Maryland.
Comnecticut, INinois,
New Jersey. Wiscongin.
Type 11,

Great variation exists in all the States of this type for the ages 5
and 6 years, with a tendency to high rates. Attendance is legally
stimulated at 7 years and enforced at 8 and thereafter. In most
of these States the attendance at 7 is between 85 per cent and
9z per cent. From 8 to 14 years (the law in these States
extends the age of required attendance to 14 years) about 95 per
cent are in schools. This corresponds to the period 7 to 13 in
Type I. A large drop occurs with the decreasing stringency of
the legislation, though the tendency is for the rates to continue
higher for 15 and for 16 years than the rates for 14 and for 15
years in the States of Type I. The relaxation of the laws or the
public response is less rapid. From 17 to 20 years, the rates drop
very rapidly from year to year, but are above those of Type I in
most instances.

Less opportunity in industrial pursuits, the States for the
most part being largely agricultural, and the seasonal nature of

*See footnote 5, p. 13,
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Farm Jabor tend to keep more of the children in school. Reference
to Table 3 will show the differences. The States of this type are:

Maine. Missouri. Wyoming.

New Hampshire. North Dakota. Colorado.

Vermont. South Dakota. Utah.

New York., Nebraska. Nevada.
#*Qhio. ‘ Kansas. Washington.

Michigan. District of Columbia. Oregon.

Minnesota. Montana. California.

JTowa. ) Idaho.

Type 1.

All of the Southern States with the exception of Delaware,
Maryland, and the District of Columbia are of this type or of
‘Type IV. Almost universally the States of this group have very
low rates at 5 and 6 years. Higher rates begin at 7 years
(about 75 per cent) running regularly up to a maximum at, gen-
erally, 11 years (9o per cent approximately). From and includ-
ing 12 years the rates decrease regularly and relatively slowly,
wvith usually the highest proportions for any type, except II, at
the years 16 to 20. No sharp changes occur from year to year.
“T"he statistician comparing these curves with those of Types I
aand I1 would say that they were more ‘‘natural,’” i. e., that those
of Type III show the greater influence of the many small factors
that cause variation and less interference by dominant factors
and artificial influences. The States are:

Virginia. . Kentucky. Oklahoma.
West Virginia. *Tennessee, Texas.
North Carolina. Alabatna. New Mexico,
South Carolina. Mississippi. '
Florida. Arkansas.
They are in fact more ‘“natural.’” Growing in the main by

inicrease of births over deaths, they are, with the exception of
“I*exas, little subject to the social distortions due to migration.
“I“he social points of view, as reflected in legislation, are less
affected by the interpolation of alien ideas. Gyeater economic
equality is to be found here than in the North, and, since the
clensity of population is comparatively low, other forms of social
jressure are substituted for the legal. While all these States
Irave compulsory attendance legislation, desire for enforcement
is small and the mechanism poor as compared with the rest of

*Zee footnote 5, p, 13.
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the United States. Furthermore, economic pressure in various
forms makes for poor and inadequate school facilities. These,
together with other major factors, will be discussed more fully in

later pages.
pag Type IV,

Fortunately for this country there are but three States which
approximate this type. They are:

Georgia. *Louisiana. ‘ Arizona.

Beginning in the 5 and 6 year groups with fairly high pro-
portions they ascend gradually to a maximum of about 8o per
cent at r1 years. From 7 to 15 years, the rates range from
60 per cent to 86 per cent. From 16 to 20 years, inclusive,
the drop is rapid to about 5 per cent at 20 years. What
has been said of the situation in the States of Type III holds
true in those of Type IV. But the situation is generally far
worse and shows practically none of the favorable circumstances
that are present in the older years in Type ITI.

It must be repeated that the curves shown in Chart 8 represent
single States, each selected to exemplify a general situation. No
other State in its class would have a curve exactly like that for
Rhode Island. The same is true for the lines describing Ohio
and the rest. Indeed, the critical analyst might disagree mate-
rially with the whole classification itself evolved after painstaking
and often doubting effort. Many States lie on the border line
between two or even three types, pertaining in certain respects
to each of them. It would be easy to segregate still other types.

The total school attendance, 7 to 20 years, for each of the
States, arranged by type, is shown in the following table. In
the main these generalized percentages indicate a grouping quite
compatible with the one selected. In considering them from
this standpoint, however, it must be borne in mind that the
relation of the percentages for each of the several years to those
for the years immediately preceding and following is the criterion
for the grouping rather than their general level. It is general
conformation and change of direction in the curves rather than
the actual percentages, year by year, that is the basis of the
several types. :

* See footnote g, p. 13,
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Srares SHADED AcCORDING T0 TYPE.

[The District of Columbia, ‘I'vpe IT, not shown on map.]

TYPE v

BLE 3.—SCHOOI, ATTENDANCE OF POPULATION 7 TO 20 YEARS OF
AGE, FOR STATES ARRANGED "ACCORDING TO TYyPE: 1920,

[Source: Tourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. XTI, Table 4.]

Per cent Per cent Per cent
attend- attend- attend-
) 1mg 1g ing
VIATE AND TYPE. school, STATE AND TVPH, school, STATE AND TYPE, school,
7 ta 20 7to 20 7 to 20
years years vears
of age, of age, of age.
TyeEg 1. Tvrg II—Con, - Typg III.
ssachusetts. .....| 6¢.8 || Minnesota.........] 7o.1 Virginia. . ........| 64.8
>de Island,.....| 63.8 | Towa.............| 72.4 West Virginia. ....| 67.9
mecticut. ......| 68.1 || Missouri...........| 6g.z | North Carolina....| 68.6
v Jersey........| 66.g || North Dakota.....| .73.9 South Carolina....| 68.2
insylvania. .....| 68.6 || South Dakota.....| 72.8 Florida. ..........| 64.1
janma..........| 6g.1| Nebraska..........] 71.7 Kentucky.........| 67.0
nois. i ] 68.4 || Kansas. . .........] 73.7 || Tennessee........ 67.4
sconsin. .. .....| 69.5 || District of Colum- Alabama..........[ 64.6
aware........... 69.0 it ovevrevnent| 64,3 | Mississippi........| 64.7
~vland..........| 64.6 | Montana..........| 75.5 Arkansas. ........| 65.8
Tdaho.......ve.vv.i 47.7 || Oklahoma.........| 68.6
Tveg II. Wyoming. .........| 7z.4 | Texas............ 64.8
Colorado . .o.vvovn.| 73.2 || New Mexico......| 68.3
me...... oo ypr.x || Utaho..o.oooioens| 793
~ Hampshire...| 69.g || Nevada............[ 73-4 Tyeg IV,
mont. .. ........| 71.6 || Washington........| 74.% ‘
w York,.......}] 67.31 Oregon...........| 754 Georgia. ..........| 59.8
0. invvsenn..| 7r.3 || California.........| 72.6 Louisiana.........| 57.0
thigan.........| 70.1 Arizona...........| 60.8
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TABLE 4.—Scnoor ATT

BY Sprciric Ace GROUPS,

TYPE: 10920.

[Source: Faurtcenth Census, Vol. IT, Ch.

ENDANCE OF PERSONS 5 TO 20 YEARS OF AGH,

XI, Table 6; Vol. IIT, Table =z for the several States.]

FOR OTATES ARRANGED ACCORDING TO

AGE GROUPS.
Tatal,
STATE AND TP, 5wl ) gamd6 | 7to13 | I4and15 | 16and17 | 18to20
years. vears. years. years. vears. vears.

Typg I
Massachusetts...........| 68.4 59-6 96.1 73-9 40.6 16.0
Rhode Island..... 62.8| 5b.4| 95.6 59.0 | 26.3 10.8
Connecticut.~.. .. 4 673 62.7 94.7 74-9 33-0 11.6
New Jersey. ...oooeeee.ns 65.6 57-9 94.9 71.8 29.9 10.0
Pennsylvania,............| 064.4 40.0 94.5 79.6 32.8 10.8
Indiana. ..........c....e 65.4 41.6 94.9 8.2 39.9 14.2
Ilinois. ...........oceee. 65.0 44.5 94-7 79-0 37.1 12.3
Wisconsir. .............. 67.3 53.8 04.5 77-8 42.2 14.6
Delaware. ................ 64.6 3747 95-2 0.7 39.1 13.2
Maryland. . ............. 60.5 34.6 02.6 73.6 31.7 10.9

Tvyeg II
Maine. ................... 69.5 59.2 94.2 83.7 46.5 17.8
New Hampshire......... 66.4 43-9 934 86.6 4T.7 15.5
Vermont. ............... 67.2 38.4 93.9 86.2 46.0 8.1
New York........c0nnn.. 64.9 50.0 93-9 81.5 32.6 1.4
(072 1 T 67.8 46.6 96.0 87.8 A4 4 14.4
Michigan. . ..... 67.8 54.4 94.9 86.6 39.4 12.3
Minnesota. .............. 66.9 46.3 93.0 86.2 42.3 16.6
Iowa........vuviiiinied] 7I.2 63.3 95.0 85.8 §T.4 19.4
Missouri. ......coieeinnnn. 66.4 47.3 93.4 82.1 43.9 4.1
North Dakota............ 67.9 34.2 {  92.% 87.3 53.4 19.0
South Dakota............ 68.2 40.8 93.5 86.7 52.6 18.6
Nebhraska. ................ 70.6 63.1 03.9 36.0 49.7 16.9
Kansas..................| 69.8 44.8 94.5 87.9 54.4 |  20.8
District of Columbia. .... 63.3 54.T 93.5 83.2 44.8 16,2
Montana................. 70.5 43.1 92.8 8g.1 58.3 21.2
Idaho............ooovnnl 718 377 05.5 91.6 62.3 22.3
Wyoming. .............. 67.9 42.9 9z.8 86.2 52.6 16.4
Colorado................. 6g.6 46.5 03.9 86.2 53.2 20.2
Utah. ..o, 73.0 36.4 05.5 93.7 714 24.9
Nevada.................| 68.4 41.0 9o.5 88.8 61.4 22.0
Washington. . ........... 6y.0 37-4 04-7 88.6 84.5 21.5
Oregoti..............o0u| Jo.I 36-3 04.7 00.6 59.7 24.4
Catifornia. ...............| 6g.5 50.8 03.7 89.1 54.7 21.9

Tyer IIL
Virginia. .............o.] 50.3 25.5 84.8 s, Ad. 15.0
West Virginia..........., 62.3 3.1 8.1 82.§ 42.3 13.6
North Carolina........... 62.7 29.5 87.0 774 50.1 19.1
South Carolina........... 62.8 3I.1 87.1 78.0 49.2 17.2
Florida...........cod 50,7 32.8 83.2 78.6 43.8 12.8

e
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ABLE 4.—SCHOOL ATTIENDANCE OF PERSONS 5 T0 20 YEARS OF AGE,
BY SpECIFIC AGE.GROUPS, FOR STATES ARRANGED ACCORDING T0O
Tvegr: 1g920—Continued.

AGE GROUPS.

‘Total,

STATFE, AND TYPE. 5 to 20
years, S5and 6 7 to 13 14 and 15 | 16 and 17 18to0 20

years. years, years. years, years,
T'vpg I11I—Con.
entucky. .. ..oooheinn, 62.1 32.% 88.3 77.6 42.5 13.8
BITIESSEE, oo oo vvaoneerens| 62.2 29.9 85.3 79.4 50.% 18.6
labama. ............ el 8709 7.4 80.4 T7.5 48.8 16.3
ississippi...ovviien e 62.0 447 8.1 75.2 51.% 18.6
rtkamnsas. . - ..o evan 61.2 335 82.0 77.0 50.8 17.7
kXlahoma. ...............] 63.8 34.9 35.8 82.0 54.2 16.8
BXAS, covvvrvonen- veeves]  57.7 2.9 83.7 79.I 48.8 14.2
ew Mexico. ......ovvunn 63.8 37.0 87.4 8o.4 50.6 16.4
Tver IV.

eOTEiA. .. .. | 55.7 30.8 79.1 67.7 39.7 Ix.7
ouisiana................ 53.0 27.7 75.0 65.6 36.8 10.7
pot:-Zo} - ¥- TR e 56.4 32.0 78.8 73.8 45.3 14.4

From this it appears that, in general, the Western States are far
1the lead as regards proportions of children of school age actually
ttending school. The industrial Northern States are relatively
igh though they are in some instances but little better than the
outhern. Certain Southern and Western States—Georgia, Louis-
mma, and Arizona—are definitely worse than their geographic
eighbors.”

The reader who desires to make particular analysis of specific
ituations will find adequate tables in Volume II of the Four-
ecennth Census Reports, or in the pamphlet printed separately
ut including all the data‘'on school attendance contained in that
olume. Space and dimensions as well-as the dictates of efficiency
reclude the repetition of all those.tables in this work. In place
f these, Table 4 has been prepared to show the situation by age
roups less finely divided than by single years, yet for many
urposes as useful.

7 It must be remembered that this in no way measures the general quality of instruction given.
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SUMMARY.

In the preceding pages an attempt has been made to analyze
the school-attendance situation in the United States as a whole.
It appears that the general demographic structure of the popu-
lation plays a considerable part. School attendance varies with
the age, sex, and ethnic constituents in the group.

‘The economic, legal, and traditional factors play an important
part in the specific attendance rates in any locality, and the rates
vary with variations in these factors.

These social factors, acting with the demographic factors, give
rise to different situations in the 48 States and the District of
Columbia. These local umits, as already explained, have been
grouped for convenience into several arbitrary types. The States
constituting each type show greater similarity one to another
than they do to States of other types. In general, there is agree-
ment in the social and demographic situation in the States
included in each group. )

In the chapters which follow certain of the factors are discussed
int detail.
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GENERAL SCHOOL, ATTENDANCE IN 1920 (PART 2).

LEGAIL, FACTORS.

“I'he primary factor in the school attendance of any locality is
the school legislation in force in that locality. This legislation is
of three kinds: (1) That which establishes and modifies school
systems, (2) that which compels attendance, (3) that which
limits response to the economic pull of industry.

It is impossible in a treatise dealing primarily with statistical
data to discuss in detail the laws of the various States regulating
school attendance. The following tables ! indicate the significant
facts in the laws of the several States and of the District of
Columbia, listing them in form convenient for comparison. It
will be noted that the statement is revised to Jume 30, 1918.
It is doubtful if legislation passed subsequent to that date mate-
rially affected the school-attendance figures of the Fourteenth
Census.

Age limitations, as expressed in Table 5, follow the phrasing of
the laws, and in general should be interpreted as referring to the
period between the ages specified; that is, as including the first
year stated but not the last. ‘This is in contrast to the method of
stating age limits as both dnclusive, in connection with census
statistics of school attendance.?

While the data of Tables 5 and 6 do not in all cases substantiate
the classification into the types set forth (Ch. I), in the main the
legal provisions are quite uniform for the States within a given
type, if it be further considered that enforcement is largely
a question of local attitudes. In general, in States where legis-
lation requiring attendance has long heen in force, attendance
under the law is more complete than in States which have recently
initiated such legislation. The task of enforcing the laws is a
difficult one, particularly where economic necessity and economic
advantage combine against attendance. Ouly after many years,in
some cases more than a century,® have the mechanisms for enforce-
ment been made even moderately efficient in those States where
a high degree of compliance now exists.

! See headnotes to Tables 5 and 6.

2 Thus, for example, in the census reports the expression '8 to 14 years of age’ covers the period from
the Sth birthday to the 15th, but in ‘Pable 5 as based on the statutes regulating school attendance it regu-
larly meané from the 8th birthday to the z4th, ‘There are, however, some States in which the language
of the statute defining age limits is rather ambiguous.

3 Connecticut and Massachusetts, early in their existeice as colonies, instituted penalties for nonedyea~
tion of children, in the first instance as early as 1650, Other States had similar early requirements,

21
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TaBLE 5.—SALIENT FEATURES OF STATE LAWSs RELATING 10 SCHOOL

FOrR FREE

[Source: Bulletin, 1919, No. 9o, Bureau of Education, Department of the Interior, Bieunial Survey of
Education,’ it force Jan. 1, 1015, For miore recent enactments sce Report of the Commissioner of
and recent bulletins of that Burean,]

NOA W N

¥ oo a oo

I
12
13
14
15

16
17
8
1
20

21
22
23
24
25

26
a7
28
29
30

3z
32
33
34
as

(Sec footnotes at end of table,)

Da[te
eng.ct- Dgite o Age
m:‘p.t enact- Free p(;nﬁ. when
frst | ment | Legal at. sory laboyr Minhmum
STATE, com- | of ~ischoolloq | S | per | gttondance
pul- | pres |eensus | goo6 | tepg. | Mits required.
sory entor | age. age, ance may )
at. |emend- age. be s&-
tend. 1:;1% cured.
ance
law,
Alabama, .,....,.. . Tots | 1918 a2t =21 8-16 | ra2-16 | 6odayst. ..., e
Atizona,.oiiviiiiiiiea e e 2 1Bop 1912 62z 621 | 38-16] 14-16 | Fullterm, ..., .,
ATKANSAS. ..oy ivaiiin,iann seef 1909 1917 621 6-3r | 44~151 14-15| 34 ofterm.,,.,..
California,.........ooveneann.] 1874 191r | None. 4— 8-15 | 14-15 | Fullterm. ......
Colorado...v.vvvueesiiinnnaa, .. 2188 1011 62t 3-ar | 5816 14-16 { Fullteem. ......
Connecticut. . ... [N B .1 x911 416 4— 16| 1416
Delaware,,.vupuune... Ceeeeen | 1907 900 | None. 4— 714 { Noune.
District of Cohumbig, . 1864 1906 =17 5—aI 8-14 | ra-14
Florida¥*,.......oovueees Ceeenes 1918 1918 " G-21 621 814 8-14
Geotgif.ivisivieiriiieenaer..| 1016 1016 6~19 6-18 8141 12714
Idaho.,...coeere... 2 188y 1917 6-21 — 8-16 | 15~16 | Fullterm .....,,
Illinois. ......,.. 1883 1909 6-21 421 7-16 | 14-16 | Fullterm, ..., .
IndIRna, s, 2189y | 1015 6-21| 6-21| 9-16| 14-16] Fullterm....,,.
TOWA, cttyrannnerinnnnnns e 1902 1913 §-21 52T 9=16 | 14-16 | 120days?,,. ...,
Kansas,..,.... v 1874 1907 §-a1 §-a1 8-15 | 14-15 [ Fullterm...,,,,
Kentucky, cvieiiiinii,nn.n, .| 1803 1918 &-18 4— 716 | 14-16 | Fullterm. .....,
Louisiana,..e....eeesyinnen.... 1916 1016 6~18 418 14 7-14 | 140 daysil,,, ., ..
Maine........ooeveiiinna, erea| 21895 1913 521 4=21 [ Boyg | 1g-15 | Full term, .....,
Maryland..,... 1902 1916 13 G2t | Mo-rs | 13-z | Fullterm. . ...,
Massachusetts, , . 2 y8sa 1913 [ 5-16 |...... W16t 1416 [ Pullterm. . .... .
Michigan........... o 1891 1917 5~z20 4~20 4-16 |18 14~16 | Full term, .. ...,
Minnesota, ..o, I8R5 1911 65-16 §—ar B~16 | 14-16 | Fulltetm, .,
Mississipp*.......... L 1918 1918 521 5~20 7=14 | 12-14 | g0 days1s,,,
Missouri..... Cevareae Ceveees «o.| 1905 905 620 5-20 8~16 | 14-16 | 34 of term.......
Montana,,............. e 1883 1913 G-21 321 816 1 14-16 | Full term,,.....
Nebraska,, ..., ............ R I 2::73 1913 5—a% 521 7-16 | 14-16 | 24 of term 10, , ..,
Nevada, ..., Cveieaaa, 21873 1913 618 6— 8-16 | 14~16 | Fullterm......,
New Hampshire, [ 2187: 917 516 6~ 8-16 | 14-16 | Fullterm.....,,
New Jersey,.......... rreeenan 1875 1914 518 520 7~16 | 14-16 | Full term
New Mexico..,..vcouvunnnnn.. o 21872 1918 §~21 6-21 714 | None, | Full term
New York..... rreaneaa. vo.o] 1853 117 518 4-ax { A g-16 | 14-16 | Fullterm.......
North Carolina, , ...., . 1907 1013 621 621 | ¥ 8-14 | 12-14 | S8odays..........
North Dakota. ..... . 1883 1917 6-21 421 | By-r5 | 14-15 | Full term. ..
Ohio.vnisiisiiiiiennn ol 21877 1913 6-21 6-21 816 |® 15-16 | 140days,........
Oklahoma., co.uuiviianaanea..| 1909 1913 621 4~21 8-16 | 14-16 | 24 of term. . .....
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ATTENDANCE, OPERATIVE IN 1917-18, ScHoo0l, CENSUS AGE, AND AGE
ATTENDANCE,

Education, 19161918, Vol. III. Seealso Bulletin, 1915, No. 47, ' Digest of State Laws Relating to Public
Education, for the years ending June jo, 1915, Vol. I, pp. 11-74; June 30, 1916, Vol. I, pp. 24 and 23,

.. States

v | Atntmncenor | AISCHSE | Bt M) St

oﬁiﬁ’ﬁﬁg’cc required at any ‘t'utear,x,oﬁ'c-nsc; -lnglﬁly less than ofens | county

required. time after “1 day may de- DIo- the mini- in all truant

completing-— note any vided mum dis- oﬂicef,s,

absence. (mos.). term. tricts, ‘o
[t
Board decides. ...| Elementary grades... | s days.............| None. |..........| =x X 1
Consecutive. .....| Elementary grades. .. .| zday........,..... 8 None, x TP |
Not required.,...| Elementary grades,.,.| xday..............| None. |..........| =x Virisand] 3
Consecutive. .....| Elementary grades. ...| Not stated.,....... 6 | Nome. |....... x 4
Consecutive. ,,...| Elementary and 14| zday........... 4 None. x eieaies] §
years.

Consecutive. ...,.! Noprovision..,...,...| tday.............. [ Several, x vivvains| 6
Consecutive. No provision.......... zdays............. 7 Several. b e I
Consecutive. ., ...| Elementary grades,,,.| 3 daysin }4 year, . 0 None. b PO A -
Consecutive......| No provision......... | adays?...,....... 4 None, |........| x{few). | o
Consecutive. .....{ Fourth grade..,..,,, | Not stated,,,.,...| None. |.......... x erreeeae] 10
Consecutive......{ No provision,.,.......| tdays..., , 7 None. x PP I »
Consecutive. .. ...] No provision..........| rday........ 2 Several. x P I ]
Consecutive, .....| No provision....,......| Hebitual....,..... 6 None. x x 13
Consecutive. .....| Elementary grades....| rday.............. 6 None. X vieneneed] 14
Consecutive. ... Elementary grades,...| 3 days............. 7 None. x (10) 15
Consecutive...... Noa provision,,........| 3days............. 6 None, X v 16
Not required 22. .. | Elementary grades...,| sdays.............[| None. [......,...] = x (few). | 17
Consecutive. .....| Noprovisien,.........| ¥ day............. 934 10 X feereeiind 18
Consecutive, No provision,.........[| tday.............. 9 None, |........ x 19
Consecutive. . ....| No provision..........| s daysin 6 mos,. 8 None, x PPN ¥ 1)
Consecutive. ,....| Elementary grades V7. | rday.............. s None. x x 2%
Consecutive. . .... Elementary grades, .. | rday.............. 5 None. X .y 22
Notrequired. ....| Elementary grades,...| Not stated........ 4 Nvune. |.,...... .| 23
Consecutive, ,....| Noprovision,.,,..,...[ zday...cc.o.o..... 8 2,430 x teeraiivae] 24
Consecutive. .....| No provision..........| rday...c.......... 4 338 X cesnaaaadf 25
Consecutive. ..,..] Noprovision,.........| Notstated, .,,..,, 7 None. x PPN -1
Consecutive......| Elementary grades, 3daySieeeieann.... 6 None. .. | 27
Consecutive, .....| Noprovision.,...,....] zday..............| Nene. {..........| 20x weienien]| 28
Consecutive......| Noprovision..........| Tday.cceeieenin... 9 None. x % (few), | =9
Consecutive, .....! No provision...,....,.| 3days............ . 7 None, x x (few), | 30
Consecutive. . ....| Noprovision.,........[ zday..c...o..ol None, b AR It |
Consecutive......| Noprovision..........[ 2days?..,......., 4 None. X feeievnean.] 32
Consecutive. .. ... Elementary grades.,..| rday.cieeiaea..... 7 x 33
Consecutive. .....| No provision,,........ 7 None. x 34
Consecutive, . .,,.| No provision,.........] 1day,iiieeren, e, 3 None. x 35

(See footnotes at end of table.)
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S
TABLE 5.—SALIENT FEATURES OF Srath Laws RE

LATING 10 SCHOOL
wOR Pruw

Daitc

o

enact- Dgfte Com- Age

L ment | oo Tree p(l)ll- when
of ment | Legal | ate sory labor Minimum
fist | Top | school | (25 | o per attendance

STATE. coms | pros. | census mits required.
e | tend- i\
oub | entor | age. | 95C may

SOrY [ amend- age. ‘;’égc be se-
at. ed : © | cured.
tend- | jhe,

ance

law,

vieenniess| 1889 91T 4-20 f-arx o-15 | I4~15 | Fullterm. .. ...,

36} Oregont........ !

37 | Pennsylvania... vl 1895 1911 6~16 G-a1 | 28~16 [ 14~16 | Yy of term 0, ..,
by )

38| Rhodelsland..........ocaennns 1883 1917 5-18 5— 416 | 1436 | Fullterm. .. ...,

1915 1015 [#Nome,| 421 | 28-16| 1416 8odaysi........

39 | South Carolina*, ,

40 | South Dakota........ooovvnns 21883 | 1015 6-21 | G2 8-16 | 15-16 | Fullterm®, ..,
41 1505 1913 621 621 8-16 |M 14-16 | 8o daysil ...,
42 1015 | 1015 =18 | 421 8-14 | .12=x4 | Sodays, e
43 1890 | 190§ 6-18| 6-:8| 8-16| x2-16 | 100 daysiiiiiiis
44 1867 | wis | B6-xB| 6~ }318-16| x5-16 | Fulltermss. ...,
45| Virginia. ... veed] 1908 1918 20 620 812 | 14-16 | Sodays,...i..ens
46 | Washington. .......... ceevines]| 1872 1909 4-21 43x 816 87 12-16 | Tull teem, ou . yus
47| West Virginia. ........ 8oy | 1913 6-ar | G2z 8~15 118 14~15 | 120 days. ..
48 | Wisconsin..... e ceeed| 1870 1907 420 420 716 | 14~16 | 1r0dayst,,. ...
40 | Wyoming.......ccoooceees 4] 1876 | 1909 621 621 714 g=14 | Full term, ... ...

* Local option; law not. state-wide.

1 Bighty days, if not reduced by school boagd.

% True date may be earlier,

3 A special board may excuse a child from school attendance at any age,

1 County superintendent may excuse a child from school attendance at any age to support a widowed
mother,

¥ County or city superintendent may excuse a child from school attendance at any age,

8 One hundred days, if not reduced by the school board,
" 7 Infour consecutive weeks,

% Absence reported monthly,

¥ Full term in cities,

W County superintendent appoints truant officers for the districts,

U Full term if minimum term is less,

12 Conseentive attendance required if term is less than 140 days,

12 Children 15 to 17 unable to read and write must attend school,

Y Children 15 to 17 who have not completed the elementary grades must attend roo days each year.

% Illiterates 16 to ox are included in the scheol census and must attend school.

18 Yawiul labor permits are not issued to children under 1 .

Y3 exernpt from attendance a child must work until 6.

18 Sixty daysif not reduced by the schoo! hoard.

19 Inno case less than 6> days, In cities, full term.

% Ihree State inspectors have general supervision.

= Children 16 to 2x who have not completed the fifth grade must attend school for the full term,
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I'IENDANCE, OPERATIVE IN 1917-18, ScH00L, CENSUS AGE, AND AGE
IrENDANCE—Continued.

.. States
Absence neces- ﬁ_{:ﬂ; Districts h?;"‘ll‘_‘g States
Regularity Attendance not sary to consti- “term having anc haying
of attendance required at any tute an offense; |{gyq11,, {1058 than | S ces;s county
required time after “1day " may de- gro_y theminj| % all | truant
' completing—— note “any v[;d ed | mum dis. | officers,
absence,’” (mos.) term, | i et
ke “ x.H'
onsecutive......| Elementary grades, ... . 8 None. x X 36
onsecutive,.....| No provision,.....,... 7 None, X fessenonen] 37
onsecutive......| Elementary grades 7, .| rday...oovvvivnees [} None, x P -
onsecutive......| Noprovision......... | adays?........... a None, {vvuvireeferaneeens| 39
onsecutive.,, ...} Blementary grades,,,,| Notstated........ 6 Several, x 4o
pnsecutive. ,.,,.| Elementary grades,,..| Notstated........} Noene. |........ovennnnd] % (few) | a1
pusecutive....,.| Noprovision,.........[| rday.............. 6 Fralf, x x (few). | 42
‘ot required 32, .| Elementary grades, ,..| Notstated........ I3 None. x Ceeeiea.] 43
pnsecutive. .., ..| Elementary grades 36,.| 1 day... . 8L4 | Several, X el 44
‘ot required.....| Fourth grade,.........| Notstated, ....,.. 5 Noue, x PN 1
ongecutive...,..| Blementary grades.,..| zday.............. 6 8 X
‘otrequired.....| Noprovision..........| 2daysin r week,. 6 335 X
ansecutive...,,.| Blementary grades, ... | zday......oovouin. 8 None. X
onsecutive. .....| Noprovision..........] gdays.............| 103 b-4

Tixtreme poverky or lack of books and clothing exempts children from school attendance at any age.
1felementary grades have not been completed, children must attend school until £y years of age.
Ifunemployed, school attendance [or the f1ill term is required.

“‘Urgent reasons, strictly construed,” will exempt a child from attendance at any age, It is illegal 1o
ploy children 8 to 4.

Full term, if not reduced by the school hoard,

Children must attend after completing the elementary grades if parents send them.

Counties adopting the compulsory attendance law must take a census of children between 6 and 21,
Extreme poverty excuses a child from school attendance at any age.

School board may require only 8o days consecutive attendance of children who have completed the
h grade.

Children under 14 may be employed in agricultural and domestic pursuits,  Labor permitsare not issued
‘hildren under 14.

Consecutive attendance required for so days only.

Kindergartens legalized but minimum age not specificd.

Children over 16 who enroll must attend regulardy,

Superintendent of schools may exempt from further altendance any child who has attended 170 days.
If child must support dependents,

Children between 15 and 16, if unemployed, must attend school.

State cornmissioner of labor or the county superintendent may issue labor permits ta children under 1a.
In cities required atlendance varies from 1o days to thefull term provided,

AMinimum term required to receive county aid is 6 months, State aid, 3 months,
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GENERAL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, 29

In such States as Mississippi (1918), South Carolina (1915), and
Florida (1915), where local option is permitted, but poor results.
can be expected. In Georgia (1916), Alabama (1915), and Texas
(1915) it is to be expected that for several years to come there
will be a very low degree of compliance.* .

Certain of the States show rather great deviations from others
of their type in percentages of persons 7 to 2o years of age attend-
ing school. (See p.17.) In Type I, Rhode Island and Mary-
land are considerably below the rest. Pennsylvania is the only-
one of the States in this group that begins the required .period
as late as 8 years of age, thus cutting down somewhat the attend-
ance 7 to 13 years. In Rhode Island attendance is not re-
quired after the completion of the elementary grades, and labor.
permits are granted if the individual is able to read and write
and is 14 years of age or over. Maryland ends the require-
ment at 15 years, with labor permits granted from 13 to 15
years but with compulsory attendance for 100 days during
the school term. Xach of these States has liberal requirements
as compared with the other States of Type L .

In Type II, New Hampshire, New Vork, Missouri, and the
District of Columbia are well below the others in percentage
attending, 7 to 20 years. New Hampshire begins the compulsory
period at 8 years, with labor -permits 14 to 16 years requiring
ability to read and write and attendance for 150 days during the
preceding year. New York has almost identical requirements,
except that completion of elementary grades (or, if the child is
over 15 Yyears, the sixth grade) and attendance 130 days the
previous year are added requirements for labor permits. Missouri
has stipulations similar to those in New Hampshire, but, in grant-
ing working papers provides a further loophole for avoidance by
the phrase “or is in extreme poverty.” In the District of Colum-
bia the restricted ages are 8 to 14 years, with labor permits granted
from 12 to 14 years if the family is in extreme poverty. Added
to this, attendance is not required after the elementary grades
have been completed. This degree of laxity would hardly be
expected in the seat of our Federal Government.

Type III is made up in the main of States new to enforced
attendance. With the exception of West Virginia (1897), Ken-
tucky (1893), and New Mexico (1872), none had enacted this

4 Numnbers in parentheses indicate dates of original compuldory attendance legislation,

70080°—24——4




30 SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN 1920.

type of legislation prior to 1905. The first two of these have
liberal clauses providing for labor permits requiring, respectively,
completion of fourth and fifth grades and attainment of 14 years.
In West Virginia permits may, under, certain conditions, be issued
for children under 14 years. The case of New Mexico is difficult
to interpret under a discussion of legislation. The requirements
there apply from 7 to 14, and above 14 years no labor permits
are required. But the attendance is low even during the years
of compulsory attendance. The presence of latge proportions
of Spanish-speaking native whites of native parentage who resist
assimilation is a most important factor.

In Type IV, in Geotgia the legislation is very lax. The laws
apply from 8 to 14 yeats with labor permits given if the child
is 12 to 14 years; and if he must support the family ot ¢s needed
in agriculture, Turther attendance is not required after completing
the fourth grade. Little can be hoped for education under legisla-
tion such as this. It is small wonder that attendance is at low
ebb. Further, free attendance is not offered after 18 years.

In Louisiana the required period is 7 to 14, but labor permits
may be secured at these ages if the child must support a widowed
mother or be employed i * certain occupations.”

In Arizona, as in New Mexico, the school legislation compares
favorably with that of neighboring States. The racial make-up
of the population offers the only explanation for the low attend-
ance rates.

URBAN AND RURAL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

Elaborate discussion of the school-attendance data for urban
and rural classes is not warranted by the type of information
available. It must be borne in mind that pupils and students
away from home but attending school are genetally enumerated
as of their actual place of permanent residence, rather than as of
their place of temporary school domicile® Most of the scholars
who pursue secondary or higher education receive their training

in urban centers though they may go daily from a rural home

to the urban school. This materially affects any interpretation
of the school-attendance figures for age groups over 13 years by
urban and rural divisions. It means that the statistics cease

.6 "_Studez}ts at school or college.~If thereisa school, college, or other educational institution in your
district which has students from ou‘tside of your district, you should enumerate oniy those students whe
have their regular places of abodein your district.”—Instructions to enumeralors.

. S
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almost entirely to measure the service of the rural school and
instead tend to indicate only the contrasting desires and oppor-
tunities of the urban and rural groups.®

From the following table of school attendance for the United
States as a whole there appears to be a tendency at the ages 7 to
13 years, for the urban rates (94.4 per ceunt) to exceed greatly
the rural rates (87.6 per cent) for both males and females, with
the two sexes about equal in - proportionate attendance. At
14 and 15 years the uwrban and rural rates are quite similar
(about 8o per cent), though the rural males show a relatively low
proportion (78.6 per cent). At 16 and 17 years the rural rates
materially exceed the urban, with rural females the highest
(49.8 per cent), far above the lowest, urban males (37.4 per cent).
From 18 to 20 years the rural females lead (16.5 per cent), fol-
lowed by the urban mmales (15.0 per cent), with rural males
third (14.6 per cent), and urban females lowest (13.1 per cent).

TaBLE 7.—PER CENT OF PERSONS 7 10 20 YEARS OF AGE ATTENDING
ScuooL, BY Ace CrLasses AND Sgx, IN UrBAN aND Rural CoMmmu-

NITIES: 1920.
[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. XI, Table z0.]

PER CENT ATTENDING SCHOOL,
AGE GROUP. Class of commurnity,

Both sexes. Male. Female,

Urban.............. 94.4 4.4 04.4

AR TERRERIEERERE e {Rural._............. 87.6 87.4 87.9
Utban. ...ocooovine 8o.7 80.6 80.8

T4 and x5.. .00 s {Rural ............. 79.4 78.6 80.2
Urbam. .....ovvee 39.2 37.4 40.9

16and 17...ovneeennin, Terre {Rural ............. 46.1 42.7 49.8
Utban. ............. 14.0 15.0 I3. T

T80 20, v {Rural ............. 15.6 14.6 6.5

Stringent enforcement of compulsory attendance laws and good
school equipment in cities as against poor facilities and half-hearted
enforcement in rural districts,” account for the material differences
between urban and rural rates, 7 to 13 years. The very rapid
decline in urban rates and the slow falling off in rural rates, 14
and 15 years, is due to the different economic opportunities of

6 In drawing the distinction between urban and rural population, all incorporated places (and in Mas-
sachusetts, Rhode Island, and New Hampshire, all towns) having 2,500 inhabitants or more are treated
as urban and the remainder of the country as rural.

7 It showuld be noted that a large part of the rural population is centered in the South, where all school-
attendance rates are low.
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cities as compared with open country and the different conditions
of employment in the two localities. The town and city boys
enter store, office, or factory where they are engaged daily during
full business hours. The country boy ‘does the chores” before
and after school, with full-time labor only during the summer,
late spring, and early fall. In the group 16 and 17 years the
effects of this ate seen to operate even more strongly. Here the
predominance of the rural female rates becomes most marked. The
city gitl, having reached a more mature age, enters the depart-
ment store, office, or factory. Her country sister finds 10 occupa-
tion awaiting her except that of housewife or teacher, unless she
leaves her rural home for the near-by town. Continuation in
school for this group, naturally, is high. By the age of 18, a
large portion of the city girls have completed “Dbusiness courses’’
and are ready for a business career. The country boys are ready
for the physical labors of the farm. For both little is "to be
gained through further attendance at school. City boys, on the
contrary, are frequently entering night school, either voluntarily
or because of the operation of continuation school laws. Many of
the young men attending colleges and universities, practically all
of which are located in places with 2,500 or more inhabitants,
" either have actually severed their connections with home and are
hona fide residents of the college town, or, through the arbitrary
decisiont of the enumerator, are recorded as such. '
~ No data are available for urban and rural, by single years of age.
Therefore curves for single States have been prepared. The
States chosen to illustrate the urban situation are Massachusetts,
which is 94.8 per cent urban, and District of Columbia, which is
1oo per cent urban. It will be recalled that Massachusetts is of
Type I and District of Columbia of Type II, as previously de-
scribed, ‘Therural States are Mississippi, only 13.4 per cent urban,
and North Dakota, 13.6 per cent urban. The former is of Type
II1; the latter of Type II. It will be noticed that both Massachu-
setts and District of Columbia are above the others from the
earliest years to and including the age of 13. While for the Dis-
trict of Columbia the curve is sustained at 14 years, it soon falls,
and from 16 to 19 years both urban curves are below the two rural
curves. Local situations affect the specific curves at 20 years.
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CHART 9.—PER CENT of MALES AND FEMALES ATENDING SCHOOL IN
URrRBAN AND RURraL COMMUNITIES, BY AGE PERIODS: 1920.
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SCHOOI, ATTENDANCE IN CITIES.

To throw further light upon the various States, the following
table is submitted. Because of the large number of communi-
ties of smaller size, only cities of ‘100,000 population and over are
included. In the large centers the school legislation of the State
is in full force, and the difficulties which in rural communities
limit enforcement are largely absent. True, in many -cities
where the growth has been rapid, population of school age .
has fast outstripped school facilities. It will be seen that
during the period 7 to 13 years, the percentages attending
vary within a small range in the cities of the Northern and
Western States in spite of differing legal provisions. Omitting
cities of Texas, no city of 100,000 population and over has less
than go per cent, and none more than 98 per cent, attending at
these ages. Texas has an extreme situation in San Antonio, 83.7
per cent, and Fort Worth, 88.6 per cent. Comparison of the
cities in a single State, however, shows in many instances, the effi-

cacy of the enforcement agencies. Where the general legal re-

quirements and thie size of the communities are the same, approxi-
mately equal percentage attendance would be expected. But the
facts appear quite otherwise in States where there is a sufficient
oumber of large communities to make comparison significant.
In Massachusetts, Boston has 94.7 per cent and Fall River
97.8 per cent of the children 7 to 13 years, in attendance. In
Connecticut, Bridgeport is lowest, with 90.6 per cent, and Hart-
ford highest, with ¢6.9 per cent. In New Jersey, the rates show
material variation; and in Pennsylvania, Scranton has 03.1 per
cent and Reading 95.5 per cent. In New York the range is from
92.3 per cent for Buffalo to 97.1 per cent for Yonkers; in Ghio
there is little variation; in Washington the range is from 93.9 per
cent for Seattle to 98.0 per cent for Spokane. San Francisco,
Calif., has 92.2 per cent and Oakland 96.0 per cent. Few cities
of 100,000 population and over are to be found in the South.
Texas offers the only fair comparison, There, San Antonio has
83.7 per cent and Dallas 93.3 per cent,
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TaBLE 8.—ScHOOL ATTENDANCE OF TOTAL POPULATION BY AGE GROUPS
#or CITIES OF 100,000 INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920.

[Source; Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. XI, Table 17.]

B PER CENT ATTENDING SCHOOL BY AGE GROUPS.
v,
7to13 14 and 15 16 and 17 18 to 20
‘years. years. years. years.

Spokane, Wash.................. 98.0 92.3 61.3 2y.

Fall River, Mass................. 97.8 45.4 . 21.6 u.g
Trenton, N. J..ovvevnriiiienn.n. 97.6 66.0 31.0 10.3
Portland, Oreg.........covevnunn.n 97.5 OI.I §6.1 22.9
Cincinnati, Ohio. ............... 97.2 9o.2 < 39.3 13.8
Cambridge, Mass.........oooove. .. 97.2 8o.3 42.1 8.5
Yonkers, N.¥V................... 97.1 . 86.7 39.4 15.8
Lowell, Mass. ......covveneneanns 97.0 73.0 36.2 4.3
Milwaukee, Wis.................. 96.9 37.9 50.8 14.4
Hartford, Conn...............v.4. 96.9 8o0.9 40.3 13.9
Youngstown, Ohio............... 96.8 89.4 42.6 12.3
Dayton, Qhio.................... 96.8 89.3 43.1 13.8
Kansas City, Kans. . ............ 96.8 79.7 32.8 10.6
Des Moines, Towa................ 96.7 01.8 54.0 23.4
Denver, Colo.....oovvvieiinnen. 96.5 83.% §I.I 21.2
Syracuse, N. Y. ..ovvviiinenn 96.4 83.9 41.% 19.4
Akron, Ohio. . ......covvuennen. 96.3 go.3 358.2 7.8
Toledo, Ohio.......covvvevennnn. 96.3 83.9 36.0 11.6
Cleveland, Ohio...... ...vevvnnnn. 96,2 88.8 37-3 11.6
Baltimore, Md.................. g6.1 68.8 25.8 0.1
Oakland, Calif.................. 96.0 91.6 55.0 22,3
Wilmington, Del...........o0.0e. g6.o 72.2 29.6 12.5
Columbus, Ohio. ..........covven. 95.9 88.9 5I.0 19.0
Springfield, Mass................. 95.9 77.8 44.9 16,y
New Bedford, Mass.............. 95.9 48.4 19.6 9.4
Salt Lake City, Utah............. 05.7 g2.6 63.9 23.6
Grand Rapids, Mich............. 05.7 89.7 41.3 13.8
Providence, R. L................. 05.7 65.0 31.8 13.2
Louisville, Ky.......ooovevnnn... 05.6 78.4 30.5 9.6
Reading, Pa.................... 95.5 85.7 29.5 9.1
Omaha, Nebr. .................. 95.3 86.5 44.1 14.2
Worcester, Mass. ................ 05.1 74.3 41.9 15.3
Los Angeles, Calif............... 95.0 90.4 54.0 20.9
St. Paul, Minn................. .. 95.0 87.8 40.1 15.%
St. Lotig, Mo. ......oooeeeinnnt, 94.8 7I.9 28.3 10.0
Jersey City, N. J.oooviniinnnnnn 04.8 69.9 22.9 7.3
Paterson, N. J......o.ooineins, 94.8 63.0 20.7 7.1
Detroit, Mich.................... 04.% 88,2 ¢ 31.9 8.1
Boston, Mass. ........coiivneenn, 94.7%7 83.4 43.2 15.2
Rochester, N. V.. .............. 94.6 79.% 3r.8 12.5
New Haven, Conn............... 94.6 70.8 33.7 13.0
Pittsburgh, Pa................... 94.5 85.5 30.8 1z.9
Nashville, Tenn................. 94.5 80.8 40.1 14.6
Kansas City, Mo. . .. ....vvnnnn.. 04.4 83.3 44.9 14.3
Indianapolis, Ind................ 04.4 75,0 32.9 10.8
Camden, N. J............ovint, 04.4 70,2 20.2 5.9
Newark, N. J. ..o 04.2 70.1 25.T 8.3
Minneapolis, Minn............... 94.0 go.6 50.9 20.6
Philadelphia, Pa................ 04.0 84.6 30.1 8.y
Seattle, Wash . .................. 93.9 87.7 85.2 22.9
Chicago, Ill.........oo it 03.0 ¥2.6 29.1 9.8
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TABLE 8.—ScHOOL ATTENDANCE OF Torar, POPULATION BY AGE 'GROUPS
For CITIES OF 100,000 INHABITANTS OR Morg: 1920—Continued.

PER CENT ATTENDING SCHOOL BY AGE GROUPS,
e 7 to 13 14and 15 15 and 17 18to20
years. years, years, yeats,
New York, N. Y. ....oovviiann 93.7 78.1 27.0 8.8
Washington, D. C.......... 000 03.5 83.2 42.8 16.2
Dallas, gI‘ex ..................... 93-3 83.0 46.2 14.2
Norfolk, Va....ocvvovenanieen 93.2 779 38.4 10.3
Richmond, Va.......oooovucnains g3-2 74.8 35.4 12.2
Scranton, Pa...... v enerae s 03.1 80.0 29.9 0.0
Albany, N.Y......... i 92.6 82.9 39.1 15.9
Atlanta, Ga....ooovveniiniii s 02.5§ 73.6 374 12.1
Buffalo, N. Y. .......ooieiainen 92.3 78.6 30.9 I1.4
San Francisco, Calif.............. 02.2 88,2 50.% . 21.8
Memphis, Tenm. ... .oovvvv e 92.2 78.0 39.4 ir.2
New Orleans, La.......oooivnns 9r.6 70.3 30.3 8.7
Bridgeport, Confi. .. ....ooiiinn 90.6 747 27.8 8.4
Birmingham, Ala................ 90.§ 81.5 43.1 12.0
Houston, TeX. ....covvuviin .. 00.2 ¥9.3 40.4 10.9
Fort Worth, Tex................. 88.6 79.6 41.6 12,0
San Antonio, Tex. .....oouvvt .. 83.7 73.4 36.1 10.%

To some extent these figures measure the elasticity of enforce-
ment when this is left to local authorities. In certain States the
legislatures have created a State office which has as part of its
function the task of prosecuting violators of the compulsory
attendance and child labor laws, This will undoubtedly raise
materially the general proportionate attendance, especially where
adequate survey and reporting facilities are provided. Iu
States where locally appointed truant officers have charge and
where school surveys are omitted or, when taken, incomplete,
only spasmodic enforcement can be expected. In many sections
where ex-officio officers actin this capacity little can be expected.
The issuance of labor permits likewise affects materially the
general attendance; and where loose provision is made for their
issuance and supervision, attendance is low.

In the age groups from 14 to 20 marked variations are seen.
Further analyses of these muuicipalities will show the causes of
these variations. They are largely due to the ethnic mixtures
in the various centers, depending not only on the numbers, both
absolute and relative, in the nativity and race groups, but on the
kinds of people of which they are constituted. A more elaborate
and detailed discussion is to be found in Chapters III to VII,
where the various population classes are treated separately., In
general, however, it may be said that the higher the proportions
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of negroes and of foreign-born white in the school population,
the lower will be the general attendance rate and the smaller the
percentages throughout the several age groups, especially in the
classes 14 and 15 years and 16 and 17 years. Where a large
negro element is present, the rates will be found to be particularly
low in the group 7 to 13 years, with relatively high proportions
at all ages from 14 to 20 years. Where the foreign-born whites
constitute a large part of the population, the rates start high
but drop rapidly in the upper age groups, that is, from 14 to 20
years. The cities where native whites are found in the largest
proportions have rates relatively very high for all ages.

Nothing can be said here regarding length of term and other
measures of the value of education rendered. It is true that the
data herein presented do depend, in large measure, on the period
during which schools are open. In many localities the school
term does not begin until very late and in comsequence lack of
opportunity to attend may have materially reduced the numbers
and proportions reported as attending. If space and time war-
ranted, it would be of real interest to analyze the physical facili-
ties available to children in the various States. ‘These must be
left for another and more strictly educational investigation.




TIL

NEGRO SCHOOIL, ATTENDANCE.

As was pointed out in another part of this work the ethnic
make-up of the population plays almost as important a part as
does the legislation which has been enacted. Indeed, the racial
composition of a State in large measure determines the type of all
social legislation and the degree and kind of enforcement to be
found there. There is no doubt that in the Southern States the
presence of negroes in large numbers was a strong deterrent to
the enactment of compulsory education laws in those States, Itis
not due purely to chance that of the 16 States (excluding the
District of Columbia) popularly considered Southers, none had
enacted such legislation prior to 1893 and only 3 prior to 1905.
In the North, where the foreign born constitute a very large
proportion of the population, the problem of assimilation has
necessitated very rigid requirements, with strict enforcement.
Interesting and valuable work could be done in detailed study
of the effect of racial elements on school and other legislation.
‘T'he purposes of the present volume, however, prevent more than
brief comment. The immediate task is that of showing what,
under existing laws, is the differential reaction of different ethnic
groups.

NEGRO SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN THE SOUTH.

‘The States of Types 11T and IV (except Arizona), supplemented
by Maryland and Delaware of Type I and District of Columbia of
‘T'ype II, constitute ‘‘the South.” In these States the large negro
populations make necessary separate analysis of negro school
attendance. .

As has been shown in the general curve of negro school attend-
ance, relatively low rates prevail in the early ages and unexpect-
edly high rates in the later years. (See pp. 6 and 8.) The low
rates may be accounted for by the fact that in the States where
the negroes are concentrated the laws, in most instances, do not
begin the compulsory period until the age of 8 years.! Further,
in many of these States free instruction is not provided under the
.law before the age of 6 or 7 years.?

1 Fxceptions to this are Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Touisiana,

3 States setting minimum age for free tuition at 7 years, Alabama and Texas; 6 years, West Virginia,
Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, Tennessee, Florida, Arkansas, Georgia; 5 vears, District of Columbia,
Mississippi; 4 years, Delaware, South Carolina, Kentucky, Oklahoma, Iouisiana,

39
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In the States where the minimum free instruction age is 7 years,
very few mnegro children below that age are reported as attending
school; such as do attend are probably enrolled in schools sup-
ported by private funds. It would seem that even these facilities
are not open to many children under 7 years, for attendance at.
5 and 6 years is very low, particularly when compared with States.
having earlier minima. In Georgia and Louisiana the maximum
limmit for free instruction is 18 years. These States, for the ages
18, 19, and 20 years, rank far below the others of the South ® in
percentage attendance. These are the ages when the compulsory
features of legislation have not yet begun to act or have for some
time ceased to act. Ifitcan be assumed that the free tuition ele-
ments of the laws in fact apply to negroes, there is found a strik-
ing response to better opportunity. ' _

As has been remarked previously, in a locality where the com-
pulsory feature of the law is rigid and enforcement strict, the gen-
eral curve of attendance for all races combined shows a steep up-
ward trend to the first compulsory year—that is, relatively low
attendance rising to almost full attendance at the first required
year of age. A level plateau appears in these curves during
the period of enforced attendance—the rates are about equal for
each of several years of that period. With the first year when
labor permits are granted a sharp drop appears in the trend—rela-
tively small proportions of children of that age attend. These
features are direct consequences of enforcement of the compulsory
clauses. , : ‘

In the curves of negro attendance in the South the abrupt rises,
levels, and sharp drops seldom appear. In Delaware, over the
period 7 to 13 years, the rates are about equal, but no abrupt
falling off is noticeable at 14 years. A somewhat similar situa-
tion is found in West Virginia. In the District of Columbia both
a sharp early rise and an abrupt decline at 14 years are noticeable.

In Delaware and the District of Columbia the negro population is
largely urban. Moreover, these communities, with West Virginia,
are decidedly more “Northern’ in economic status and point of
view than the rest of the South. The negro attendance situation
in these southern border States is very similar to that in such
northern border States as Pennsylvania, Ohio, Missouri, .and
Kansas. The legal provisions themselves are very similar and
are drastic as compared with those found elsewhere in the South.

8 Ixceptions are Florida at rp and 20 years, and Maryland at 18 and 19 years.
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In the territory lying below this group of northern and southern
border States a very different situation exists. Here, over the
period of compulsory attendance provided by law, the rates
increase regularly from the earliest ages to a maximum at 11 years
and steadily decline from then to the end of the period. No
abrupt changes appear at the ages when labor permits are granted
or the restrictions cease entirely. If the curve were plotted for
any one of these States, it would show conclusively that, although
the laws are existent, enforcement against negroes is very imper-
fect at best and, in some cases, negligible.

Attendance at 11 years of age may be taken as a measure of
degree of enforcement, since in all the Southern States* thisis the
age of maximum attendance for negroes and since it is an age at
which all the States require that all children go to school.® The
negro attendance rates at that year of age arranged in descend-
ing order ¢ for the States of the South are as follows:

Per cent. Per cent,
District of Columbia............... 95.8 | Oklahoma................... ... 8z2.3
Delaware. ......covvveneneennnn. 95.5 | Florida..... PPN 78.4
West Virginia. .. ........cccoenen.. 92.8 | Mississippi. ....cocoooviiiiin 772
Kentucky....ovovveveniinnen, gr.o | Alabama...................., 76,8
TeXAS. oot eiiiir i 00.6 | Tennessee. ..c...vvevrennenrninss 76.1
Maryland...........co0il 8g.0 | Georgia........oviviiiiiii i, 74.6
North Carolina. ................... 8.3 | Arkansas......................... w44
South Carolina...........c........ 87.2 | Louisiana,................oo o0 . 68.3
Virginda. ..o eieie o 84.7

The District of Columbia and Delaware stand very high in the
scale of attendance at this age. West Virginia, Kentucky, Texas,
and Maryland have much higher rates than do the remaining
States. In North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, and Okla-
homa from an eighth to a fifth of the children were not in at-

4 In Qklahoma the rates are at xo years 82.4 per cent, at 11 years 8z.3 per cent, at 12 years 8z.5 per cent,
Since these differ by only 2 small amount—probably fortuitously, as thereare only 3,000, approximately,
attending schoo] at any of these ages—the rate for 11 years has heen used as more truly comparable,

6 Under the laws cf Florida and Iouisiana working permits may be granted at any age under rather
broad provisions. South Carolina excuses children at any age on the grounds of extreme poverty. Ni orth
Carolina excuses children at any age on the grounds of extreme poverty or lack of books and clothing, In
Arkansas the county superintendent may excuse at any age if the child must support a widowed
mother. Tu Georgia and Virginia attendance is not required after completing the fourth grade.

6 Attention should also be called to the fact that in many of these States labor permits are granted at ra
years of age. ‘T'his is true in Texas, North Carolina, Mississippi, Alabama, the District of Columbia, and
Georgia. In all of these there seems to be a slight accentuation at 11 years and a drop at 12 years that
appears exaggerated, due in all probability to misstatement of age among those of 11 yeats who should be
.in school but whose pareats demand their economic aid. Correction for this would not exceed r per cent
in any case and could not materially affect the order. If the age royearsis used the erder remains un-
changed.. Since it is exaggeration the data should be considered as maxima,
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tendance; while in Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee,
Georgia, and Arkansas from one-fifth to ome-quarter were out of
school. Touisiana had the well-nigh hopeless proportion of almost
one-third nonattendant. It must be borne in mind that this is
not only the age of maximum attendance but that, with proper
facilities, it is one of the years of maximum benefit.

URBAN AND RURAIL, SCHOOL, ATTENDANCE IN THE SOUTH.

Tt would be unsafe to consider the figures as a measure of dif-
ferential interest in elementary education on the part of the children
or their parents. Numerous other factors enter to depress or raise
the proportions throughout all the school-attendance years.

TABLE 9.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF NEGROES 7 10 13 YEARS OF AGE, IN
URBAN AND RURAL COMMUNITIES, FOR SOUTHERN STATES: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. III, Table 2, for the several States.]

EER CENT ATTENDING SCHOOL. Per cent
urban in
STATE. » negro
e | e | e | opiion
of age. ities, | communities, years of nge.
Delaware. . oo ivnrieiiarreneaans 04.2 .2 . .
District of Columbia............ 93.0 gg.o ...... 937 . xg;.é
West Virginia.........oovenet 88.6 93-4 87.3 21.3
Kentucky.. .oocvcivnvenieenanns 835.9 92.5 82.5 34.6
TEXAS . vv e ervet bt 84.0 g0.2 82.3 21.5
Maryland. .....ococevvininnninnn, 84.0 .0 8.8 Y
South Caroling. «....ovvivenenne, 82.3 33.3 gr.4 332
Nprt_h _Carolina .................. 8:.8 go.I 80.4 1510
Virginia....ocooiiiiiiiniiii 78.1 89.9 ¥5.0 21.0
OKk1ahoma . . co o vevvvnrninvninens 77.8 ’ 02.2
) 77 . 73:3 24.0
Florida.. .. coooviiiiiiiiiin, 73,1 91.3 65.6 23.3
Mississippi. .. ooon s PN 71.5 83.9 70.5 7.8
TeNMeSSEE .. cveevi i s nr e iaas 7L.1 go.6 63.6 27.8
Georgia.....oovivniiiiiiniiinn 70,2 8y.5 66
. . N 15.8
Afkansas ..... e 69.9 91.9 67.1 Ig,c\
Alabama. ....civviiiiiin 6g.2 87.3 65.7 16.2
Louisiana..... EETRRETETPRRIRRRTY 61.0 82.9 53.1 21.3

An analysis of urban attendance and rural attendance discloses
differences, due to the distinct disadvantages of the rural regions
as compared with the urban centers. Rural counties have, in the
main, less per capita wealth than do urban districts and can less
afford to support the two sets of schools necessitated by social
conditions in the South. Where conditions are such that a rural
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school, - though needed, can not be opened or continued, trans-
portation difficulties arise which practically prevent enrollment in
schools of neighboring centers. Through all of these the negro
child suffers from lack of educational opportunity.

In Table ¢ the attendance rates for negro children 7 to 13 years
in the several Southern States are set forth. The order is very
similar to that of the preceding table for attendance at 11 years
and is based upon the total attendance, rural and urban combined.’
Inspection of columns ‘‘urban’ and ‘“‘rural’ of the table and of
the typical urban and rural States selected for Chart 11, shows very
clearly the invariably adverse condition of education in the opean
country. In Delaware the difference between the two rates is
relatively very small (1.5 per cent), while the maximum varia-
tion is found in Louigiana (27.8 per cent).

CEART 11.—PER CENT OF NEGRO POPULATION 5 TO 20 YEARS OF AGE
ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SPECIFIED AGE, FOR THE DIsTrICT OF CoLUuM-
BIA, TEXAS, MIssissiPPI, AND LOUISIANA: 1920.
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YEARS OF AGE

i When the longer age period is considered, South Carolina appears slightly better than North Caro-
lina, the differences between the rates for the two States being very slight in either case. Alabama, how-
ever, drops to next to last place when the wider age grouping is considered, dug Jargely to the peculiarities
of its legislation. In Alabama the minimum age for granting working permits is 22 years, causing, in all
probability, an exaggeration at 1r years and consequent slight disturbance of order in the former table.
In the wider grouping, Delaware, where 110 working permits are granted, takes precedence over the
District of Columbia, where working perinits are granted at 1z years.
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The States have urban rates ranging approximately from go
per cent to 95 per cent attendance?® with the exception of

Louisiana, where the whole educational situation is bad; Missis-

sippi, where there are no cities over 25,000 population and where
the laws have but recently required attendance; and Georgia and
Alabama, where there are few large centers and where the legis-
lation is comparatively very lax. This is in striking contrast to
the wide range in rural rates, from 55.1 per cent in Louisiana to
93.7 per cent in Delaware.

SCHOOL, ATITENDANCE IN LOCALITIES OF 2,500 INHABITANTS
OR MORE.

This narrow range in urban rates, 7 to 13 years, for States is
further substantiated by the data for specific cities and towns of
25,000 population and over. Among southern cities of 100,000
poptlation and over, the range is from 88.3 per cent (Fort Worth,
Tex.) to 94.6 per cent (Wilmington, Del). Cities of 25,000 to
100,000 poptlation vary from 73.2 per cent (Fort Smith, Ark.) to
96.1 per cent (Covington, Ky.), and of the 44 localities of this
class only 3 have rates less than 82.5 per cent. These are Fort
Smith, Ark. (73.2 per cent), Miami, Fla. (76.1 per cent), and Clarks-
burg, W. Va. (79.9 per cent), all of which are but slightly over
25,000 population.

It appears, therefore, that in the cities of large and medinm
size in the South, there is a high proportion of negro school attend-
ance during the compulsory period.

Statistics are not published for separate towns and cities with
populations of from 2,500 to 25,000. Table 11 has been prepared
as a substitute. It appears from the data for towns and cities of
this class that the States range from 75.9 per cent (Louisiana) to
97.5 per cent (Delaware). If Louisiana be excluded, the lowest is
Mississippi with 83.9 per cent. It is probable that, if the informa-
tion for individual localities were available the lower limit would
be somewhat less. The upper limit, as shown by the high rate
in Delaware, is due to the very small number (278) of negroes in
all the towns of this class combined.

It is evident from the table that there is no general tendency
for school attendance to vary with the size of the community.
In Arkansas, Delaware, South Carolina, and West Virginia
the highest rates are in the towns and cities of the smallest size.

§1n Virginia the urban rate is 89,0 per cent and in Delaware, 95.2 per cent,
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TABLE 10,~—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF NEGROES 7 T0O 13 YEARS OF AGE,
ror CITIES OF 25, 000 INHABITANTS OR MORE, IN SOUIHDRN Srares:

1920.
[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. {1, Ch. XI, Table 17.]
NEGROES 7 To 13 YEARS OF AGH: 1920,
Cities of 100,000 inhabitants or more. Cities of 23,000 to 100,000
STATE AND CITY.
Attending school. Attending school.
Total - . ‘T'otal
number, number,
- Number, | Per cent, Number. | Per cent.
ALABAMA:
Birmingham. .... ... 0,054 8,103 IO T PR RPN N .
Mobile...........ofuuiininn, N R PP 2,842 2,624 02.3
Montgomery . ......|v.cveennn. B P 2,651 2,360 8g.0
ARKANSAS!: o
Fort Smith. .............. . B P 470 344 73.2
Little Roek. .......ifvevevnevi]oninaiiioaiann, 1,824 1,673 91.7
DELAWARE:
Wilmington. ....... 1,017 962 94.6 |{..... NN P Ceaees
Districr or COLUMBIA:
Washington.e..... 11,752 10,924 oL S - | PO O .
FrorIDA:
]acksonvﬂle ............ P PO 4,870 4,568 93.8
Miami. . P I N B PO 955 q27 76.1
Pensacola. . v iliii o, 1,348 1,289 93.6
Tampa. o vcovvivin i eiinde e PR 1,372 1,204 94.3
GEORGIA:
Atlanta............ 71425 6,618 2T T O | I O
Augusta. ...ooviioiii ] ees RN 2,469 2,138 86.6
Columbus. .. ....oo oo e iinan e 1,236 1,075 87.0
Macon. .... S A P 2,860 2,561 89.5
Savamnah. ......... c0ciee i Ceeeraes 4,290 3,892 go.7
KeNTUCKY!:
Louisville......... 3,647 3,446 4.5 T P PO
Covington. .........loevvonin oot Ceeeees . 304 292 96.1
Texington..aooovfosuennennfonei i e 1,177 1,088 02.4
. Newport. ......... B PR R e o8 o5| (M
LouisiaNA:
New Orleans. ..... 12,561 11,127 88.6 fi..... PP P A .
Shreveport. .. ... o iiiiieidieninnens Ceraaeas 1,975 1,608 86.0
MARYLAND:
Baltimore. ......... 10,900 10,213 037 lleveeverniferrnenarifoeesins
Cumberland. ....... 0. ... o] e iceninnnens 144 122 84.7
HagerstoWn. .. .o.ooeviievafieno i 148 126 85.1
NORTH CAROLINA:
Asheville..........].ccoivei oot e gbo 876 91.3
Charlotte. .........]....... R R 1,927 1,784 92.6
Wilmington. ...... 0. ..o oo e 1,855 1,626 87.7
Winston-Salem.....0....oooud]eeeiiaiiiforenines 2,336 2,170 02.9
OKLAHOMA:
Muskogee. .. ....... R S PO 1,016 964 94.9
Oklahoma Cxty e P 937 862 9z.0
Tulsa. . B P e e 1,156 1,106 95.7
SouTH CAROLINA:
Charleston. . .......0..coovivs]ve i iaanden i 4,327 3,830 88.5
Columbia...........L..ooooal B P 1,750 1,504 89.4
1 Per cent not shown, base being less than 1co,
70080°—24.
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TABLE 10.—ScHOOL ATTENDANCE OF NHGROES 7 TO 13 YEARS OF AGE,
FOR CITIES OF 25,000 INHABITANTS OR MORE, IN SOUTHERN STATES:

1920—Continued.

NEGROES 7 70 13 YEARS o¥ AGH: 1920.
Cities of 100,000 inhabitants or more. Cities gﬁgﬁ?@g&&}oo’om
STATE AND CITY,
Attending school. Attending school,
Total T 0{)&1
. mber.
sumber Number. | Per cent. nammber Number. |Per cent,
TENNESSEE:
Memphis........... 6,113 5,461 L P P I
Nashville........,.. 4,178 3,833 92.3 f[eevriveii i e, .
Chattanooga. . ... o oovvanfoeuiinnoa]oinit, 2,08y 1,892 90.7
Knoxville. .. coooooufooo oo oo, 1,4 1,404 N
Trizas 93 4 04
XAS! -
Dallas............. 2,466 2,278 024 fleeineiiiaenaineneennins
II‘*“Iort Worth e 1,586 1,401 88.3 0 i,
oustott........... 317558 3,463 92.2 Iloovonuauldoaaian oo,
San Antonio. ...... 1,608 1,497 o+ B S P
Austin. ..o oo 966 4 867 89.8
Bearmont. ...l 1,676 1,602 05.6
ElPaso...oooovveeievinnnidnne ool 150 142 04.7
‘C;:‘-;;a.lveston ........................................ 904 813 89.9
2167 o T S P Y I,02 o8 88.8
v Wichita Falls......[..........[......... oo . ng ?oz 8z2.9
TRGINIA:
Norfolk...,........ 4,618 4,261 92.3 Hloevviiiferierin it
Richmond. ........ 6,183 5,549 1V | P N PO
Lynchburg. ... . o UL 1,193 1,050 8g.5
Newport News. .....[o..coooo oo oi ool 1,418 1,246 87.9
Petersburg, ... oo 1 I 85.6
P 1797 1539 5-
ortsmouth. .. ..., .{.... B P A 2,817 2,635 03.5
WES’lrlo‘a}?oé{Ie};I.. L] PO R P 1,222 1,134 02.8
RGINIA:
Charleston.........cocooouioevoenionn i, .
Clarksburg. ..., ’ ﬁi. ﬁg ?;;
Huntington. .. .. ... ... .. ... ... 281 268 04.3
Wheeling.......... (oo foeo o 118 113 95.8

In Alabama, Florida, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and
Texas the cities of 25,000 to 100,000 have the largest proportion
of attendance. To a greater and greater degree large cities are
finding it difficult to provide school facilities within reasonable
transportation reach of the various classes of their population.
This is particularly true when segregation of races, either enforced
or voluntary, is the rule. The smaller cities and the larger towns,
although many of them are growing rapidly, find it cowparatively
easy to enlarge the physical equipment of their schools.

The conclusion must be, then, that for all the States of the
South the urban negro children are, in the main, attending school
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in relatively large proportions. The exceptions are the three.
cities of slightly over 25,000 population—Fort Smith, Ark.,
Miami, Fla., and Clarksburg, W. Va.—and the towns and cities of
between 2,500 and 25,000 population of Louisiana. And further,
there is a slight advantage in some localities in favor of the smaller
centers as compared with the very large cities.

TapLe 11.—ScHOOL A'TITENDANCE OF NEGROES 7 TO 13 YEARS OF AGE,
IN Eace Crass oF UrBaN PLACES AND IN RuraL COMMUNITIES, FOR
SOUTHERN STATES: 1920,

{Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. X1, Table 17; Vol. III, Table 2, for the several Sltates.]

PER CENT OF SCHQOL ATTENDANCE IN—
STATE. Places of Places of Places of Total
‘Total urban X 25,000 to 2,500 to rural
population. | inhabitants | 100,000 . . 25,000 popu-
and over. |inhabitants, [inhabitants. || lation.
Alabama....... 87.3 89.5 90.7 84.2 65.7
Arkansas. ... cvviiniivinuvenes 91.%7 Hleeivinsnnn 87.9. 92.9 67.1
Delaware. ... ... Ceeeees 05.2 4.6 L........| to7.3 93.7
District of Columbia. ...... 93.0 % 18- T PR AN | P e,
Florida....ocviivviniiiinvans L3 flevverneens 02.2 go.I 65.6
Georgia........... 87.3 89.1 8g.0 85.8 66.9
Kentueky ..o cvvvvvnivninnnes, 9z2.5 94.5 93-4 91.0 82.5
Lowisiana. ... ovvesvvienenvans 82.9 88.6 86.0 75.9 §5.1
Maryland. .. .ovovivieiiennenss 93.0 03.7 184.9 89.6 78.8
MississSippi. .o o ovvrvininonens 83.9 fleeee.s RN . 83.9 70.5
North Carolina..........v.u.. Q0. flaverenvenn or.2 8.6 80.4
Oklahoma. .. ....cvvvvnennnnns 92.2 flooviieniins 9443 90. I ¥3.3
South Carolinta. ...vvvveinnan 90.3 fliesiianit, 88.8 0I.T 8I.4
Tennessee, oo oo vvvennnivivanns go.6 go.5 92.1 89.9 63.6
eXaS. cvee e vt ranas go.2 o1.2 01.6 89.0 82.3
Virginia. ... ..oavv v vieievaon| - 8929 90.9 go.2 87.8 75.0
West Virginia........ e 9304 |[ereenenres 91.0 95.2 87.3 .

1'T'he total negro population 7 to 13 years in towns of the classes indicated is less than 3co.

Creat variation exists among the cities of a given class within
the same State. This is best illustrated by those from 25,000 to
100,000 population. Thus, in Arkansas, Fort Smith has 73.2 per
cent attendance and ILittle Rock 91.7 per cent, the latter being
more than twice the former in size. In Florida, Miami has 76.1
per cent and Pensacola 95.6 per cent, both being about equal in
population. In Texas, the rate for Wichita Falls is 82.9 per cent
while that for Beaumont is 95.6 per cent. These instances show
clearly the lack of uniformity in the application and enforcement
of the laws under varying economic and social conditions. In
general it may be said that the larger the size of the towns or cities
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the less the tendency for attendance to vary under the same or
similar legislation.

Chart 12 shows, by single years of age, the proportions attending
in Baltimore, Md., and New Orleans, La. Among cities of 100,000
population and over, the former is almost the highest in negro
attendance for the whole period 7 to 13 years and the latter next
to the lowest. Their relatively close correspondence throughout
is striking. The evidence of enforcement previously stated
(p. 34)—the high proportions at the early and late extremes of
the enforced attendance period and the relatively equal rates
within the period—are clearly to be seen in both.?

CaART 12.—Prr CENT 0F NEGRO POPULATION 5 TO 20 YEARS OF AGE
ATTENDING SCHOOIL, BY SPECIFIED AGE, FOR BALTIMORE AND NEW

ORLEANS: 1020.

(LY

- qf:// QLI
5 S et AN
yi@/a T ‘\
% \
AN

T \

PER CENT
-]
Pl
=
L~

yd

[} (] i 8 9 10 i 3 18 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
YEARS OF AGE

While the situation in southern cities and towns is, in the main,
quite satisfactory, in the rural regions of this area the reverse is
true. Only in Delaware, West Virginia, Kentucky, Texas, and
North and South Carolina are more than 8o per cent of the rural
negro children 7 to 13 years attending school. Further, among the
remaining States none except Maryland and Virginia have rates
over 75 per cent. Among the other States the proportions are
from 55.1 per cent in Louisiana to %3.3 per cent in Oklahoma,

*® Attention should be called to thefact that the laws governing attendance in New Orleans differ mate
rially from those in force in the rest of Louisiauna,
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These facts, if stated in somewhat different fashion, are even
more striking. It must be remembered that it is the rural negro

~ children 7 to 13 years of age that are under discussion.

PROPORTION NOT ATTENDING 1 State Per cent
SCHOOL IN RURAL SECTIONS. ‘ attending.
R 1 out of every 16............ Delaware. .......... 93.7
1outof every 7to 8._._.... West Virginia. .. .. . 87.3
}i\(entucky .......... 82.5
) BXES. ..ot 82.3
1 out of every 50 6........ South Carolina. .... 8r.4
North Carolina. .... 80.4
cotatevery 4105, QI RS
Oklahoma, ......... 73.3
routof every 310 4....-... gﬁ;lis;issgspl """" g;g
Georgia............ 66.9
Alabama........... 65.7
zout of every 2 t03........ Tenpesice. ] e
Louisiana........ .. 58,1

11t should be borne in mind that the figures describe as “‘attending”
all those who attended a# any time between Sept. 1, 1919, and Jan. 1, 1920,

Counsidered in this fashion, the chances that a negro child in the
rural sections will receive even the rudiments of an education are
very small in most of the States of the South.

It would. be interesting to study the rural situation in detail.
However, the task of making data available by individual counties
for the specific class, negroes 7 to 13 years of age, would be greater
than the value of the study would warrant. Without doubt, in
some counties the educational system has been sufficiently de-
veloped to allow most of the colored children to be accommodated
in schools and to be provided with teachers and the requisite books
and supplies. On the other hand, there are undoubtedly many
rural sections including large numbers of negro families where
practically no opportunity is provided.

SEX FACTORS IN NEGRO SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

It is interesting to note the well-nigh universal rule in the
Southern States that negro girls at all ages attend school in larger
proportions than do negro boys. This disproportion between the
sexes was pointed out in an earlier section (see p. 4) for the
United States as a whole, and an explanation was then advanced
that it was due in the main to economic causes.
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Table 12 presents the actual negro attendance rates for male
and female children in different age classes and the absolute
differences between the rates for the two sexes. In the whole
table the only instances in which the per cent attendance for inales
exceeds or equals the corresponding rate for females are in Dela-
ware for the classes 7 to 13 years, and 14 and 15 years; and in
the District of Columbia in the classes 14 and 15 years and 18 to
20 years.

Ithas been urged by competent critics that these sex differences
are due fo errors in enumeration. In substantiation of the cor-
rectness of the data the following table is submitted:

NEGRO ILITERACY BY SEX.
Rates, Differences.
AGE.
1820 1810 1900 1920 1910 1900
Male, |TFemale.| Male. |Female.| Male. |Female.]| I'emale rates less by~
I0-T4 VEATS. . uonuinn 13.3 9.5 2Ly 16. T 33.8 26, 8 3.8 56 6. ¥
15719 YEArs......v.. 8.4 10.3 24.9 16,0 36,y 2%.2 8z 8.9 o8
20724 VEATS. ..o iuvas 9.9 4.5 26,3 L.y 36,0 34.4 5.4 4.6 L6
9.0 b~ B P e O A b N feciseiias
25-34 VEAIS. ..., ... Female rates greater by—
................. 24.4 24. 7 359 42.8 [, i, 0.3 2x
35744 Years......... 22,0 24.6 any 31 430 Go, 6 2.6 [-3P) 6
45754 YORIS. .o\ vvuus 30.1 39.5 389 56.3 59,3 7.8 o4 7.4 18 g
55-D4 YEArS. .. ua... 42.9 519 §5.8 2.0 93,4 84.3 15.0 16, § X0 9
65 vears and over, ., 6.4 74.8 7oy 78.6 83.6 872 12,4 4o 3,6

Attention is called to the fact that at the earlier ages for all three
decades female illiteracy is less than male, while at the later ages
it exceeds the male. In 1900, at the ages 25 to 34, females were
decidedly the more illiterate. For the same age group in 1910 the
illiteracy rates were nearly equal. In 1920 the female rate was
strikingly lower than the male. This change can only be attrib-
uted to greater improvement in female than in male school
attendance. In fact, since the Tenth Census in 1880, school-
attendance rates for negro females 5 to 20 years have been higher
than for males. The steady progress, decade by decade, in the

Literacy figures is excellent vindication of the school-attendance
data.

e
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Taking the group 7 to 13 years, it appears that Georgia, Lou-
isiana, and Mississippi have relatively very large differences, while
Kentucky, District of Columbia, and Delaware have very small
differences. Turning to the tabulation on page 41, it appears that
the first-named States rank very low in the suggested scale of
enforcement. On the other hand, those set forth last are the
ones standing highest in that scale.

It appears that some connection may exist between legis-
lation and its enforcement and the differential attendance of
the sexes. Undoubtedly, where the sentiment toward rigid
enforcement prevails, as appears to be the case in Delaware, the
District of Columbia, West Virginia, and Kentucky, it would be
effective against the two sexes impartially. On the other hand,
where legislation is lax and enforcement weak, a selection of those
useful in industry would result and a lesser proportion of school
attendance would be found among those more productive eco-
nomically. ‘That the differences thus caused would be greatest in
localities where child labor is most. generally used is a natural
corollary.

The culture of cotton,’® the major product of Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, and Alabama, requires under existing systems the
labor of large numbers of children in the fields. Principally
these are boys who from their greater physical vigor are the larger
“producers,” and consequently are in greater demand. ‘This
seems to substantiate the deductions of the preceding paragraph.
On ‘the other hand, colored girls are employed extensively in
domestic and personal service.

10 ‘I'he production of cotton in the various States in 1grg, from Reports of the Department of Agri-
culture (see Statistical Abstract of the United States, xg20, pp. 156~159), was as follows:

y Bales Bales Bales
State. produced. State. produced. State. produced,
‘I'otal United States. |11, 420, 763 || Oklshoma,........... 1,016, 120 || Tennessee,........... 310,044

297,681
184,934
22,523
15,922

060,886 || Louisiana. .,
884,473 || Missoutri..
830,203 || Virginia.,
13,236 || Florida..

Mississippi. .
Texas...,.,. .| 3,008,967 || Arkansas. ...
Georgia .| 1,650,529 || North Carolin
South Carolina .| 1,426,346 || Alabama
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TABLE 12.—ScCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG NEGRO MALES AND FEMALES
7 10 20 YEARS OF AGE, AND ExcEss of FEMALE ATTENDANCE OVER
MALE, #OR SOUTHERN STATES: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. IT, Ch. XI, Table 12.]

PER CENT OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AT
SPHCIFIED AGI—NEGRO.
STATHE AND SEX.
7to13 1% and 15 16 and 17 18 to 20
years. vears. years. years.
Delaware:
Male. i e 94.3 8z.7 38.3 8.8
Female,......oovviiiiiiiiin ., 94.0 8o.7. 39.8 0.4
Maryland:
Male. ot i 83.0 67.0 28.3 6.3
Female...........coocviiiiiiins, 85.x ©o.5 31.8 6.5
District of Columbia:
Male, ..o 92.8 76.9 32.4 10.6
Female. . ..ot eniaiaronrnenins 93.1 76.3 34.1 "9.6
Virginia
Male. oo inn i 76.9 64.4 31.4 9.1
Female......ooviiiiiviiiiiiiinnnaes 79.4 73.6 45.1 13.4
West Virginia: ‘
Male, o oovvne i e s 88.0 79.8 31.5 7.3
Female.........ooovviiiiiiiains 80.2 8o.9 44.9 II.9
North Carolina:
I‘z'cle.l .............................. gr.o 70.8 43.9 14.3
famale. . ... ereas e ieeeranirnsann . 2. .8 . 17,
South Carolina: 7 & 534 77
Male . s i e 8r.7 vI.2 40.3 13.3
Female,....... e e 82.9 ¥8.3 5I.0 15.2
Georgia:
Male, oot e 68.2 49.4 22.% 6.0
Female.....ccoevnniss e 72,1 62.8 33.8 7.8
Florida
Make. .. ..ot iairens 72.2 65.2 31.2 6.8
Female, . ..ovoviiiviiniiiiiinannn., 74.1 68.8 39.6 8.7
Kentucky:
Male. ..o vttt 85.6 v3.2 33.0 9.0
Temale. . .oviiovriiiiriivennnnnnny . 86.2 79.2 47.2 13.5
Tennessee: ,
L1 - S yo.2 61.5 34.7 L. 4
Female. .. .ovvviiiiinnnniinanans 72.0 68.2 43.2 131
Alabama:
Male. . .oovvviiiiii i, 68.1 6z.0 34.7 10. 2
D Female...oooocnnn 70.3 69.4 44..6 12. 5
Mississippi:
I\F&ale T 70.0 61.7 36.7 i o
ettale. o e 73.1 o. . 11,
Askansas: 703 455 !
ale. .o e e 69.4 62.7 40.3 13.
Female.... .o voiiviannnennnnns AN 70.4 68.1 46.1 Ig‘;
Louisiana: ‘
Male. .. oovi it 59.4 49.3 24.8 6.3
Female.....oovviiiiviiianaininsn, 62.6 58.0 32.9 8.1
Olklahoma:
Al e e e 7.2 73.3 47.9 14.8
Female....ovieiiain i iininienen, 78.5 76.4 51.9 6.1
Tex;isi: ) 0
. le. e 3.3 77, 42.6 .8
Female...oooovviiiiiiiinininn 84.7 8z2.9 53.4 12.8
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TapLE 12.—SCHOOL, ATTENDANCE AMONG NEGRO MALES AND FEMALES
7 10 20 YEARS OF AGE, AND ExcEss oF FEMALE ATTENDANCE OVER
MALE, FOR SOUTHERN STATES: 1920—Continued.

HXCESS OF PER CENT FOR NEGRO FEMALES OVER THAT FOR NEGRO MALES.!

7 to 13 yesrs. 14 and 15 years, 16 and 17 years. 18 to 20 years,
@a.,...... 3.9 Ga. 13.4 Ky....... 4.2 .6
Ta....... 3.2 Va.. 9.2 Va....... 13.4 5
Miss. 3.1 La........ 8.4 W. Va..... 13.4 .3
Va........ 2.5 Miss...... 8.6 N.C.. ir.y 4
Ala,, 2.2 Ala....... 7.9 Ga....... II.I .0
Md.. e.1 S, C 7.1 Tex. . 10.8 .3
Fla....... 1.9 N.C 7.0 S. C. 10.% .9
Tenn 1.8 Tenn 6.7 Ala....... 9.9 .9
N.C...... 1.7 Ky....... 6.0 Miss...... 8.8 .8
Tex. . I.4 Ark...... 5.4 Tenn...... 8.5 .8
Okla. 1.3 Tex 5.2 Fla 8.4 .y
S.Co... 1.2 Fla 3.6 La ....... 8.1 .3
W. Va. 1.2 Md....... 3-5 Ark...... 5.8 .7
Ark....... 1.0 Okla. .. 3.1 OKkla. 4.2 .6
Ky.... 0.6 W. Va..... 1.1 Md....... 3.5 .2
D.C...... 0.3 D.C. —o0.6 D.C 1.7 I
Del....... —0.3 Del. . —I.0 Del. 1.3 .0

1 A minus sign (—) denotes an excess of percentage for males over that for females.

From the foregoing it appears that some definite noneconomic
factor or factors must be at work tending to keep the girls in
school, while boys of the cotton sections are being drawn into
agriculture, Several authorities * on negro education have tes-
tified to a prevalent pride among negroes in being able to say
that they were “keeping their girls at school.”” It may be that
in some measure this ideal plays a part where economic necessity
does not altogether prevent.*

What has just been said about attendance 7 to 13 years in the
large cotton-producing States is likewise true of the ages 14 and
15 years. In these age classes the same five States are the
highest—GCeorgia, Louisiana, Virginia, Mississippi, and Alabama—
with the other cotton States following closely. At the other
extreme, however, a group very different from the preceding five
is found. ‘The District of Columbia and Delaware have the least
differences, due to the economic and legal situations.

11T have Mr. G, W. Moore, of Moorehouse College, Atlauta, Ga., to thank for the original suggestion.
12 It may well be that a rather large distortien of facts resilts from this ' pride,” since there is no check
of the reported facts with actual attendance, If so, it vroutld seem that a differential distribution of this

ideal must exist within the several States.
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NEGRO SCHOOI, ATTENDANCE IN THE REST OF THE UNITED STATES.

In most of the other States, the Northern and Western, ﬁhe
negro population is so small that it is useless to atten_npt a Sepa;i
rate discussion of negro school attendancg In the States groupe
as the industrial North, however, sufficiently Iarge: numbers exist
to make comparison with the South worth while. ’Ijhese are
Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, ‘ 01110:
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, and Kagsas. In MI.SSOLII'I
there is compulsory segregation of colored ch11drfan, _and in the
larger cities of the other States voluntary separation is comumon.
Chart 13 presents the negro school attel_ldanc'e ?:)y. s1pgle years
of age for typical States of this group, with Mississippi added as
illustrative of the situation in the South.? .

CraRT 13.—PER CENT OF NEGRO POPULATION 5 70 20 YEARS OF AGE
ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SPECIFIED AGE, FOR MISSOURI, MAssa-
CHUSETTS, PENNSYLVANIA, AND MISSISSIPRI: 1920. '
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It is apparent that there is great dissimilarity between the
situation North and South, except for Delaware, District of
Columbia, and West Virginia, which, as southern border States,
are very similar to the northern border States. Indeed, the
curves for Massachusetts and Delaware are almost identical. The

¥ For all of the other States named the curves are between that for Missouri and that for Massachusetts,
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same is true of Missouri and West Virginia, of Pennsylvania and
the District of Columbia.

In the northern border States legislation is relatively stringent
and enforcement strict. This is clearly evidenced by the high
“shoulders” of the curves at the extremes of the enforcement
period and the level stretch during that period.

zs 7 10 13 N
NEGRQES 7 TO Sc;gggslggoAGE ATTENDING ‘I;Eg:;‘;?
STATH. tota;ltnelggoes
O

Total. qomtgggﬁies. comlx}lzl;;lilties. vears of age.

Massachusetts. ...............chs 95.9 95.9 95.5 95.0
Ohio.........vevvn 05.8 96.1 04.9 #8.2
Michigan..........oovivninnn, 95.2 95.4 94.0 86.1
Kansas. ..ovu e ieiennianrnnne, 94.5 05.1 92.9 no. Y
Indiana........ooovvninniinnnn, 094.2 04.2 4.1 85.8
New Jersey. ....ocoviiiiininnn... ~ 04.x 94.3 93.4 74.2
THENOIS, o0 ve e vvnrecnnernnnensnns 93.7 03.5 04.6 83.6
Pennsylvania..............ovvnes 93.2 03.3 92.8 79.6
New York. .. .ovveernevnnineres 93.%1 03.4 01,0 89.7
TMISSOUIE . o 4u ve vevnveneeinnnnnenns 86.8 92.7 75.3 66.1

It is evident by comparison that relatively little difference
exists between the attendance in rural districts and in urban cen-
ters. Omnly in Illinois does the rural rate exceed that for the urban
population. With the exception of rural Missouri the rates both
urban and rural are uniformly above go per cent. This shows a
most favorable situation, particularly in the light of recent migra-
tion to certain of these States.!*

The negro population of the North is mainly urban. This
holds true for the children 7 to 13 years of age as well as for the
general negro population. The above table shows that in all of
these States, even including Missouri, the majority of the chil-
dren of this age group are in the cities and towns. Indeed,
except in New Jersey, Kansas, and Missouri,® over three-
quarters of them are in urban centers.

Negro school attendance is so small a part of the total attend-
ance in these States that detailed analysis of the figures as, for
example, by separate cities or towns, seems useless. Thus,
negro attendance in New Vork City as compared with that in

¥ Superficial analyses of age distributions in the States to which negroes migrated during the war period
jndicate that this migration, unlike that to Kausas in 1870, was mainly of adult males.

15 Attention should be called to thefact that Missouri is really *‘southern’ in its northern portion though
“northern’’ in its southern part.
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Chicago would be so greatly affected by the relati'.ve merits f’f ’Fge
general school systems in the two cities and the d1ﬁeren'ces_; in the
legislation of New York and Illinois, that the pe-cuham_ues. of
negro attendance would be completely obscured. Missourt, be1}1g
in sharp contrast to the other Northern States, does require
special treatment. Chart 14 presents tl_le attlendance, by_ single
years of age, in the two large centers in M1ssour1———Kansas City and
St. Touis—and that of Cincinnati, Ohio, and N.eW Orleans, La.
It is evident that the large cities of Mis_soun compare very
favorably with Cincinnati, which is very high among c1t1es.of
250,000 population and over, in negro school attendance. . Wide
divergences appear only at 5 years and at 15 years, which are
due largely to the legislation regarding free attendance and
labor permits.

Cuar? 14.—PER CENT 0F NEGRO POPULATION 5 TO 20 YEARS OF AGE

ATTENDING SCHOOL, EY SPHECIFIED AGE, FOR CINCINNATI, JANSAS
Crry, Mo., St. Louls, AND Nrw ORLEANS: 1920,
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The excess of rates for negro girls as compared with those for
negro boys, observed for the States of the South, prevails as well
for the Northern States. Girls are in larger proportions than
boys at all ages in the school attendance of all the States under
consideration, except in Pennsylvania at 14 and 15 years, New
York at 18 to 20 years, and Michigan at 18 to 20 years; the rates

were equal in New Jersey at 7 to 13 years and in Illinois at 18 to
20 years,
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TasLyE 13.—ScHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG NEGRO MALES AND FEMALES
7 10 20 YEARS OF AGE, AND ExcEss of FEMALE ATTENDANCE OVER
MALE, FOR NORIHERN INDUSTRIAL STATES: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol, II, Ch, XI, Table 12.]

PER CENT ATTENDING SCHOOL AT EXCESS OF PERCENTAGE FOR
SPECIFIED AGE. FEMALES OVER THAT FOR MALES!
STATE AND SEX.
7 to 13 [14and 15[{16and 17] 18t020 || 7 to 13 [14and 15|16 and 17|18t0 20
years, years. | years, years, years, years. years. | years,
Mass&c:};usetts:
ale............. 95.8| 8o.9| 38.0| 13.0
Female...........| 96.0| 83.9| 49.5| 4.3 .2 3.0 L5 .5
Ohio: )
Male.,........... 05.7| 84.6| 33.x 8.5
Female...........| 95.9( 86.0| 44.4 9.7 0.2 2.3 1.3 iz
Michigain
Male.....oovvenns g95.0| 88.1| 29.9 5.5 } _
Female,..........| 95.4| 89.3] 40.4 5.4 ©-4 r.2) I10.5 °.x
Kamsas1
Male......vvvnnes od.2 | 79.9| 30.6| 14.3
Female...........| 94.8] 84.8{ s57.0} 16.9 @.6 4.9 7-4 2.6
Indiansi
Male......oouuts 93.7| 75.2| 26.4 6.8 }
Female...........| 94.6{ 81.6| 37.0| 10.7 -9 6.4] 10.6 3:9
New Jersey:
Male............. 94.7 | 99.2 | 29.2 7.9
Female...........| 94.1{ %79.7| 36.8 Bxifff e 0.5 7.6 °.2
Illinois:
Male...oovnvnne 93.3| Bo.7| 34.4 8.3
Female...........| 94.1{ 84.2 | 43.5 8.3 0.8 3.3 FAL CRERR
Pennsylvaniat.........
Male.............| 93.0| 84.5] 27.8 5.9 _
Female...........| 93.5| 8r.8| 37.0 & °-5 27 9-2 x.8
New York: .
Male.......vvue e 93.1| 83.1} 30.4 6.7 } _
Female...........| 93.2| 84.5] 33.x 5.7 e.x L4 2.7 1.0
Missourli:
Male............. 86.3| 71.4| 33.6 9.7
Temale...........| 87.3| #97.2| 43.0| 10.6 .o 5.8 9-4 °-9

1A minussign (—) denotes excess of percentage for males over that for females.

SUMMARY.

Study of negro school attendance discloses rates markedly low
during the earlier years and surprisingly high in the later years
of school age. Analysis is applied primarily to States of the
South, where negroes are centered. Evidence is plentiful that
the compulsory attendance laws of this region are largely inoper-
ative as concerns negro children, and it is a hopeful sign that as
large proportions attend as the rates indicate. Consideration of
the rates at 11 years shows that as large a proportion as one-third
in some States of the South received practically no schooling.
Rural rates are particularly low, while in some cities during the
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compulsory period the rates compare favorably with those for
the whites. There is no general tendency, however, for school
attendance to vary with the size of the community.

Wherever rates for the sexes are compared, attendance for
negro females exceeds that for males at nearly all ages. That this
is not an artificiality, introduced by improper enumeration, is
verified by comparison with the illiteracy rates for the sexes.
While economic factors may in some instances partially explain
this phenomenon, social tradition seems to play a larger part.

There is great dissimilarity between the North and South, asin
the former negroes constitute a very small portion of the popula-
tion, and compulsory attendance is impartially enforced. ‘The
northern negro rates consequently are high, Disparity similar to
that in the South exists in rates for the sexes,

Except for most gemeral comparisons, only rates during the
compulsory period have been studied,




IvV.
FOREIGN-BORN WHITE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

The Bureau of the Census classifies the white population of the
United States by the mnativity of individuals and by the nativity
of the parents of these individuals. Thus the primary classes are
netive-born whites and foreign-born whites. ' The former is
redivided into native-born whites of (a) native parentage (both
parents native borm), (b) mixed parentage (one parent native
born, the other foreign born), (¢) foreign parentage (both parents
foreign born).

Very interesting conclusions about assimilation could be reached
by detailed comparisons of these groups, especially for the earlier
years. The purpose of this study is not primarily to measure
assimilation, however, but to show the effect of ethnic factors
on school attendance, and this fourfold division in general serves
to confuse rather than to simplify the issue.

As regards school attendance it appears that only three distinct
groups exist: (1) The native born of native parentage, (2) the
native born of foreign or mixed parentage, (3) the foreign born.
The two classes under group (2) show such decided similarity that
distinctions between them seem futile.!

In the following pages the discussion follows this threefold .
division. The school-attendance situation of each is discussed in
detail. This separate discussion is then followed by a treatment
of the influence of the three types collectively upon the general
rate.

FOREIGN-BORN WHITE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN THE COUNTRY AS
A WHOLE.

School attendance among the foreign-born white children in the
United States as a whole has been discussed in Chapter I. A
brief résumé may be desirable at this point. Among foreign-born
white children of school age (5 to 2o years) only 44.2 per cent
were in school during the period covered by the enumeration, a
far lower proportion than for any other of the white elements and
considerably less than that for the negro group. Proportionately

1Certain exceptions are noteworthy and are dealt with later. See pp. 140 ff.
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fewer gitls attend than do boys, the rates being 42.7 per cent and
45.8 per cent, respectively. This is particulatly true at the later
ages from 14 to 20 years., When compared with the other ethnic
elements there appears to be a relatively high attendance in the
earlier years with a sharp drop at 14. After 15 years the foreign-
born rate is lower than any other group except that of the negro
at 20 years.

For purposes of comparison the whole school period 5 to 20
years is not suitable. A ‘brief glance at the accompanying
table shows the percentage distribution of the native white of
native parentage and of the foreign-born white in the different
periods of school age.

[Source: Tourteenth Census, Vol, III, United States, “Table 2.]

PER CENT OF TOTAL
§ 10 20 YEARS.

AGE GROUP. Native K Legal features. Rates,
white of F%r:;gn'
native white
parentage. *

Total 5 to 20 years..| 100.0 100.0

sand 6 years.......... 14.3 3.9 | Preenforcement..| Rates generally
rather low,
7 to 13 years........... 46.8 32.3 || Enforcement..... Rates generally
very high.
14 and 15 years........| 1.8 13.7 || Labor permits. ... Rates fairly high
but falling.
16 and 17 years. ..,.... IL.4 17.5 || Attendance vol- | Rates low. 8
untary,
18 o zo years,.......... 16.0 32.6 | Attendance vol- | Rates very low.
untary,

It is apparent that the foreign born are represented by larger
proportions in the older years, during which school attendance is
voluntary or in part optional, while during the enforcement
period the proportions are low. Indeed, as Chart 13 shows, the
distributions by age for the native white of native parentage and
for the foreign botn are directly opposite to one another. The
nurpber of native white of native parentage is large in the early
periods, decreasing as age increases; while the number of foreign-
bgrn _White is small in the early age groups, increasing rapidly
with increase in age. The number of native white is diminished
by large infant mortality and is unaffected by immigration. The
foreign born do not come to this country extensively during the
years of childhood, hut in the preductive years their migration is
very large. The proportionate migration varies widely among the
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different nationalities. In comsequence, school-attendance rates
as inclusive as those for 5 to 20 years are misleading when d1ﬂerent
foreign-born populations are compared. ol

CraR? 15.—DISTRIBUTION BY AcE PERIODS OF NATIVE WHITE oF
Nar1ve PARENTAGE AND FOREIGN-BORN WHITE: 1920.

NATIVE WHITE OF NATIVE PARENTAGE FORE(IGN-BORN WHITE

#ILLIONS HUNDREDS OF THOWSANDS -
0 2 3 ] 8 ]

W
T

Tt is therefore desirable to substitute for the rates for the entire
school age rates for a relatively homogeneous age period. The
age 7 to 13 has been selected as most representative.

From 7 to 13 years, the attendance rates among the several
population groups are as follows: Native white of native parent-
age, 92.2 per cent; native white of foreign parentage, 94.0 per
cent; native white of mixed parentage, 94.3 per cent; foreign-
beorn white, 84.1 per cent; negro, 76.5 per cent. Of the foreign-
born whites, the rate for males is 84.2 per cent; for females 84.0
per cent.

The following table shows the situation in this and other spe-
* cialized age groups:

PER CHNT ATTENDING SCHOOL.
AGE. Native white, Toreign-born white,
Nati Mixed | Forei Negro.
par:nxtgge. parei(‘;ge. par‘:;tgge. ‘Total. Male. Female,
7to 13 years...| gz.2 94.3 94.0 84.1 83.2 | 84.0 76.5
14and 15years.| 83.9 8z2.0 75.8 66.7 68.3 65.0 68.7
16 and 17 years.] 48.7 41.6 30.7 23.5 24.5 22.6 39.2
18 to 20 years..| 17.5 15.1 10.2 7.0 8.6 5.6 10.8

From this table it is seen that in all age groups the school
attendance of the foreign-born white is below that for any of
the parentage groups of the native white population. The
closest approach to equality of rates is in the group 7 to 13 years.
Proportionately, differences are greater in the higher age classes.

70080°—24——6
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The factors which affect the decrease in school-attendance rates
among the native white groups influence to an even larger degree
the attendance rates of the foreign born. Since these influences
are treated at length in a later chapter no attempt will be made
here to discuss school attendance among the foreign born for
groups older than 7 to 13 years, though interesting light could
be thrown on the assimilability of the various ethnic elements
were data available by mnationality or by race. The urban
foreign-born attendance rates for the United States as a whole
are invariably higher than the corresponding rural rates.

AGE, Total, mmﬁﬁi?ﬁes. commnlmties.
Jtoxzyears............... e 84.1 88.x v3.4
T4 800 I§ FCAIS. « . tueareernnerieneernnnnens 66.7 Gg.2 58.6
10803 17 Years. . .ttt 23.5 24.3 20.6
T80 20 YRAIS. 1. oe vt veara i, 7.0 7.5 5.2

States differ in school-attendance legislation, in economic oppor-
tunities, race traditions, school facilities, and popular attitude
toward education. The interpretation of the differences between
urban and rural rates for the country as a whole is therefore
made impossible by the influence of these varying local conditions.
Detailed analysis, by States, will be found in the following pages.

The great stream of aliens to this couniry in past years has
spread itself throughout the whole northern section and, also, the .
Southwest. Most of the immigrants have come in the virile years
of early manhood and womanhood, marrying here and raising
families in this country. Other groups have come to earn and
save, and later to return to their families in the homelands.
Neither of these groups contribute to the foreign-born school
attendance. It is only the families that move to this country
with their children, or isolated individuals under 20 years, who
constitute the foreign-born school-attendance problem.? In the
main these are late comers in a flood of migration that has per-

LIt must be borne in mind that the school-attendance situation atnong the foteign born is not directly
related to the numbers of foreign born in 2 locality. Since a large part of the migrants come after they
have reached the age of =1 years, they are not included in the data on school attendance. “I'he distinction
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sisted for many years,® and it is in the older migrant groups that
we may expect to find the problem centralized.

Problems of school attendance among the foreign-born white
arise from several distinct groups of migrants. ‘The first groups,
found in the border States of Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont
on the north, and Texas, Arizona, and New Mexico on the south,
are made up of the Canadian French who move across from '
Canada with their families, to settle, either temporarily or per-
manently, and the Mexicans who cross the international line with
their families and drift in caravans about the Southwestern States.

The next are composed of those who come with the intention of
settling in or near the wide agricultural reaches of the Middle
West, and find permanent homes in the rural districts of the North
Central States, or the cities of that region. '

Others consist of the peoples who in their homelands have led
an urban life and who come to establish themselves in the cities
of the Northeast and on the Pacific coast.

In the mountain regions, i. e., the Appalachian chain and the
Rocky Mountain section, many foreigners are to be found. Most
of these are males who have come to work in the mines. Only a
small proportion have brought families with them. In conse-
quence there are in these sections few children who were born
outside the United States. Small groups of foreign-born school
children are to be found, and these present, in some instances,
problems of local importance. They are not, however, sufficiently
numerous to warrant more than passing comment in this treatise.

In the Southern States, except Texas, there are few foreign born,
since the work they do elsewhere is here performed by negroes.
There is no important foreign-born school-attendance problem in
this group of States.

THE, CANADIANS OF THE NORTHEAST.

For many decades a stream of Canadians from the eastern
Provinces of Canada has poured across our border into the New
Fngland and North Central States. Those of general * Canadian
stock are very much like the native-born stock and mingle freely
with them. They migrate widely and are to be found throughout

& The typical stages in the migrations of a people are: .
(a) Individualmales of 18 to 35 yvears who seek their fortunes with the intention of returning home,
(b) More permanent settlers, male and female, who come to stay.
(¢) Married men with families seeking homes in the new land.

4 ‘The term *‘ general’’ inclucles all other than French, i, e., English, Scotch, Irish, Scandinavian, cte.
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the whole United States. The French elements in. the Canadian
population, on the contrary, have tended to establish themselves
in close proximity to their former homes. Thus, of the 307,786
French Canadians in the whole United States, 240,385, or 78:1
per cent, are in New England; 45,908, or 14.9 per cent, are in
New York, Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin; and only 21,493,
or 7.0 per cent, in the rest of the United States. .

All of these States contain a medley of nationalities with the
exception of Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont, where the
great preponderance of the foreign born are French and otper
Canadian. The following table shows the situation as it exists
in these States:

. N Ver-
Maine. Hum;.glirc. moclit.
GENERAIL DESCRIPTION,!

Per cent foreign-horn white in population of school age:
A O R 5.6 7.2 5.7
Urban. oot 8.3 9.2 8.7
Rural,....ooviiivinn.s, ISR e 4.0 3.5 5.7
Per cent Canadian in total foteign-born white. ... . e 69.1 57.3 55.0
Per cent Canadian French in tofal foreign-born white....| 33.x 42.0 31.8
Per cent other Canadian in total foreign-born white.. ..., 35.9 15.3 4.0

SPECIHIC ANALYSIS,

Per cent urban among foreign-horn white children, y to
E I S R R 53.3 82.8 25.7

Toreign-born white school-attendance rate, 7 to 13 years:
OtAL. ot e 89.9 33,1 88.4
Uhan. .o veinieiiiiee e Veeeeas 92.% 89.4 02.0
Rural. oo oooii i . 86,6 81.7 87.x

1Attention Is called to the difference in age classes used in the two sections, ** General description’ and
* Specific analysis,” in this and similar following tahles, compiled from Vol. III, Fourteenth Ceusus,
Tables 2 and 6 for the several States. "“School age” (5 to zo vears), is used in the {ormer to give the
general situation, while the more comparable rates, 7 to 13 years, are used for the special treatment,
The lowest attendance rates, total, urban, and rural, are found
in New Hampshire, where the proportion of Canadian French is
highest. The rates for Maine are high and here is found the
largest per cent of other Canadian, There is relatively little
variation in the urban rates of the three States. Among the
rural rates, that for New Hampshire is strikingly low. ‘T'his
would seem to be due rather to the small number of persons and
to the difficulties of enforcement in the isolated rural regions than
to characteristics of the population, .
Attention is called to Chart 16, where the rates for the several
years of the entire school period are set forth as curves. In

et

Fis |
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Maine the rates are relatively high in the early years but com-
.paratively low in the later. In New Hampshire, though the
curve is high at the extremes, it falls below the others during
most of the years of required attendance. Vermont is com-
paratively low at 5, 6, and 7 years but high from 13 years to the
end of the period.

Cuarr 16.-—PER CENT OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION 5 T0 20
YEARS OF AGE ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SPECIFIED AcE, FOR NEW
HaMPSHIRE, MAINE, AND VERMONT: 1920.
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It appears that there are general difficulties in rural enforce-
ment, and that the French-Canadian group is not taking full
advantage of existing educational facilities, while the other
Canadians are sending their children to school in large propor-
tions. ILegislative enactments and other manifestations of school
policy may cause minor differences between the rates of these

States. -
THE MEXICANS OF THE SOUTHWEST.

Large numbers of Mexicans have moved across the border
into the southern reaches of the United States. ILike the Cana-
dian group, they have come with their entire families, and, in
certain localities, present a serious school problem. In the main,
like the French among the Canadians, they have settled near
the border. Of the 478,383 Mexicans in the country as a whole,
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249,652, or 52.2 per cent, are in Texas; 86,610, or 18.1 per cent,
are in California; 60,325, or 12.6 per cent, in Arizona; 19,906, or
4.2 per cent, in New Mexico; 13,568, or 2.8 per cent, in Kansas;
10,894, or 2.3 per cent, in Colorado; 6,697, or 1.4 per cent, in
Oklahoma; and 30,731, or 6.4 per cent, scattered throughout the
rest of the United States. :

In California, Kansas, Colorado, and Oklahoma the Mexicans
constitute a minor part of the foreign born, being exceeded in
numbers by certain other nationalities in each State. True,
there is segregation of Mexicans in groups of counties in each of
these States. These are located in the southern end of Cali-
fornia; in a belt extending across the lower edge of Kansas; in
the southeast corner of Colorado, coustituting a continuation of
the Kansas area; in a strip extending through the center of Okla-
homa from south to north and joining the Colorado-Kansas area
with the Mexican groups in Texas. It would be interesting, if
space permitted, to study the conditions in these localities. The
limitations of the present work, however, preclude so detailed a
treatment, and consideration of these States with mixed foreign-
born nationalities is set aside in favor of an analysis of the facts
in States where the Mexican population is almost the sole foreign-
born element.

In Texas is to be found a huge aggregation of families born in
Mexico. They constitute 69.2 per cent of the foreign-born popu-
lation and 5.4 per cent of the total population. In Arizona there
is a similar group which includes 77.2 per cent of the foreign born
and 18.1 per cent of the total population .of the State, In New
Mexico the Mexicans make up 68.5 per cent of the total foreign-
born and 5.5 per cent of the total population. It is apparent
that here we find the foreign born so predominantly of one na-
tionality that specific conclusions can readily be drawn.

In the table which follows the school attendance of the foreign-
born white in these States is shown.

e
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Texas. Arizona. I\Pef:‘i?::o.
‘ GENERAL DESCRIPTION.
Per cent foreign-born white in population of school age:

011 5.1 18.4 5.1
Urhami. ..o e 8.6 19.1 4.1
Rural........ U 3.8 8.1 5.3

Per cent Mexican in total foreign-born white........... 69.2 77.2 68.3
SPECIFIC ANALYSIS.
Per cent urban among foreign-born white children, 7 to
T = T 45.5 32.1 2.4
Fore'llgn-born white school-attendance rate, 7 to 13 years:
. 52 46.0 61.3 75.5
Urban. ... . i e e 67.0 ¥8.3 78.1
Rural. ..o 28.4 54.7 75.T

The rural foreign-born school-attendance rate, 7 to 13 years,
for Texas is 28.4 per cent. This is the lowest state-wide school-
attendance rate found in the United States for the age period 7
to 13 years. This means that among the rural foreign-born
children only 1 in 4 is receiving even a minimum of schooling. ‘The
rates for none of these States are favorable, though those for New
Mexico, as will later be shown (see p.77) are somewhat higher than
those for Kansas and Nevada.

Chart 17 shows the curves of foreign-born school attendance
in the several States under discussion. Throughout the entire
period of school age the States, with minor exceptions, preserve
the rank indicated by the data for 7 to 13 years. In Texas
the school attendance of the foreign born is even lower than that
of the negroes in ILouisiana, where conditions are most deplotable.
(See p. 42.)

In none of the three States is there indication in the foreign-
born school-attendance rates of enforcement of compulsory at-
tendance laws, though each of them has such enactments on its
statute books.

It is unfortunately not feasible to make a more detailed analysis
of the figures. Very interesting results could be obtained from
an examination of county and city data. Casual scanning of
such information tends to strengthen the impression gathered
from the state-wide figures.

The conclusion forces itself upon us that the Mexicans in the
United States not ouly show slight interest in the education of
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the young, but may even be inimical to it, They seem to have
little desire to utilize or understand the institutions of this country,
On the other hand, the native stock shows almost no inclina-
tion to Americanize this group. Wisdom would dictate a policy
of liberal provision for educational facilities and the exercise of
persuasion and pressure to bring about a higher degree of assimila-
tion. '
Caarr 17—PER CENT OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN THE FOREIGN-BORN
Wurre POPULATION 5 TO 20 YEARS OF AGE, BY SPECIFIED AGE, FOR
NEw MEXIC0, ARIZONA, AND TEXAS: 1920,
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NORDIC ELEMENTS IN THE CENTRAL AND WESTERN SECTIONS.

Certain nationalities of the older migration are culturally and
?'-acially very sitnilar. In the light of this it is common practice
i sociological research to group together the Scandinavian,
Anglo-Saxon, and Teutonic peoples and to treat them as a single
group. Following this procedure, those born in Denmark,
England, Germany, Norway, and Sweden, together with the
Canadians other than Frenmch, will be considered sufficiently
alike to warrant dealing with them collectively. ‘To these arbi-
trarily grouped nationalities the designation Nordic® has been
assigned for convenience.

51t shou{d be emphasized that the term « Nordic’’ is here applied to a culture group and not to a race,
Celts born in England and Slavaks and Jews bortt in Germany are included, respectively, with Apglo-
Saxons and Teutons, '
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Considerably more than one-half of these have settled in
the States of the Middle and Far West. In many of these States®
they have been engulfed in a maelstrom of races and nationalities.
In others, however, they constitute more than one-half of the
foreign born and, in consequence, play a dominant part in the
social problems of the foreign-born population.
 The States in which the Nordic group is in the majority divide
themselves into those which, as regards the foreign born, 7 to 13
years of age, are mainly rural and those which, in general, are
urban. ‘The former are Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Montana, and Idaho; the latter are Minnesota, Nebraska, Wis-
consin, Utah, Washington, and Oregon.

THE RURAL WEST CENTRAL REGION.

Historically, the Nordic peoples have ever been on the frontiers
of civilization. In the development of our country this people
has moved on and on, ahead of the wave of city builders, exploiting
the soil and developing the agriculture on which town dwellers
depend for subsistence. It is not surprising, therefore, to find
the Nordic element in large proportions in the newer farming
sections of this country. The following table presents interesting
facts regarding the foreign-born elements in the population of
the rural States of the west central portion of the country:

North South

Iowa. Daokota. | Dakota. |Montana. Idaho.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION.

Per cent foreign-born white in popula-
tion of school age:

Total. o ciiiii i e 1.8 4.4 2.0 4.9 1.8
Urhan, o et e i 2.1 4.3 2.2 4.6 2.1

. Rural. oo i 1.2 4.4 2.0 4.8 1.7
Per cent Nordicin total foreign-born white.| 66.5 62.0 65.5 51.6 58.8

SPECIFIC ANALYSIS.

Per cent rural atnong foreign-born white
children, 7 to1g years.......c..... coas
Foreign-born white school-attendance
rate, 7 to 13 years:
Total....cooue ...

84.% 88.8 85.4 75.5 70.2

I 88.0 86.8 85.9 84.9 81.4
L0y 5T A O 89.2 86.2 85.1 87.4 80.8
Rural. ... 87.0 86.8 86.1 84.0 8r.7

6‘Fhis is true in Ohio, Indiana, Xilinois, Michigan, Missouri, Kansas, Wyoming, Colorado, Nevada, and
California,
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The school-attendance rates are relatively high throughout,
with some slight deficiencies in the rural, as is true in most
States. In North Dakota, South Dakota, and Idaho the rural
rates exceed the urban.

Chart 18 shows the curves for Iowa, North Dakota, and Mon-
tana.” Both in Jowa and South Dakota the percentages fall
sharply at 14 years, though the general curves, i. e., for the total
population, are of Type II, which hold at a high level through 14 -
years. In Iowa this is probably due to the urge toward gainful
employment that comes in urban populations. It will be remem-
bered that Iowa has the lowest per cent rural of any of these States.
The drop in South Dakota may be due to the chance fluctua-
tions of the data, as the whole distribution is highly irregular.

In nearly every respect the foreign-born school attendance in
these rural States is creditable 8 considering the difficulties of rural
education. It would appear, from the high percentages in the
late years, that the tradition of progressive education is firmly
planted in the Nordic group. Assimilation through the schools
appears to be extensive. :

Casrr 18.—PER CENT oF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION 5 T0 20

YEARS OF AGE ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SPECIFIED AGE, FOR IOWA.
NorrH DAROTA, AND MONTANA: 1920,
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THE URBAN WEST CENTRAL AND FAR WEST.

Surrounding the region just dealt with is a group of States
somewhat more urban in type, but having a foreign-born popu-
lation predominantly Nordic. While geographic and physio-
graphic conditions are to some extent unlike in the two areas, the
major social difference between them is the degree of urbanization.

The following table shows the significant social facts for the
several States:

Nebraska,| Minne- | Wiscon- | 34, | Washing-

sota. sin, y “ton. Oregon.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION.
Per cent foreign-born white in
population of school age: :

o] -1 2.1 3.1 3.I 2.5 4.9 3.2
Urhan. ....ooviiiniinnienns 4.4 4.8 4.6 3.5 6.0 4.7
Rural...........o00 vt I.2 2.0 1.9 1.8 3.7 1.9

Per cent Nordic in total foreign- | 57.3 68.2 56.6 62.0 62.8 54.7

bornwhite...................

SPECIFIC ANALYSIS.

Per cent urban among foreign-
born white, 7 to 13years...... 56.5 57.8 64.9 56.7 59.5 65.5

Foreign-born white school-at-
tendance rate, 7 to 13 years:

Total. .. .... . ..| 86.5 88.6 88.9 8g.0 89.2 89.0
Urban..........c..cvvevvvuno | Q0.5 89.6 91.2 88.3 90.3 9I.2
Rural. .........cooviiiin 8r.4 87.1 84.5 8¢.9 87.7 87.4

Generally speaking, the rates for this group are higher than for
the rural States just considered, this being true for the urban and
rural rates as well as for the total. The urban rates are very nearly
the same, State by State, while great variation exists among the
rural rates. Hxcept in Utah the rural rates are lower than the
urban. This difference is most pronounced in Nebraska and Wis-
consin, in each of which the per cent Nordic among the foreign
born is very low. On the other hand, Oregon has the smallest
per cent Nordic and a rather high rural rate. Careful analysis of
the economic status of the rural groups in these States would
almost certainly reveal many factors producing the seeming incon-
sistencies. In comparing the rates it should be borne in mind that
the first three States—Nebraska, Minnesota, and Wisconsin—are
widely separated geographically from the last three—Utah, Wash-
ington, and Oregon.
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Chart 19 portrays the foreign-born school attendance in these
States. The curves for Utah, Washington, and Oregon are so
nearly identical that only one, Oregon, is shown on the graph.

" Nebraska presents the worst situation, particularly during the
compulsory period. It must be borne in mind that the general
curve for Wisconsin is that of Type I, labor permits being freely ¢ .
given at 14 years, while in the others the requirements are more
severe.

CHART 19.—PER CENT oF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION 5 170 20
VEARS OF AGE ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SPECIFIED AGE, FOR MINNE-
80TA, NEBRASKA, WISCONSIN, AND OREGON: 1920.
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THE MIXED FOREIGN POPULATION OF THE URBAN EAST NORTH
CENTRAL SECTION.

A group of States urbaxl to a still higher degree lies to the east
of the area just described. Itis made up of Indiana, Illinois, Mich-
igan, and Ohio. In these States high percentages of the Nordic
stock are to be found, but also large proportions of other races.
There are many nationalities represented, but those found in
greatest numbers are from Central and Fastern Furope. More
specifically, they are, in addition to the Nordic nationalities, Poles,
Hungarians, Russians, and Austrians. Added to these are exten-
sive groups of Irish and Italians.

9 Labor permits are granted on completion of fifth grade or when child “has attended school at least 7
years."”
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Indiana. Illinois, | Michigan. { Ohio.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION.
Per cent foreign-born wlnte in population of
school age: :
Total. e I.2 4.6 5.8 3.4
3 5 & VP 2.T 6.4 8.1 4.8
RBural.. ..o e 0.4 1.5 2.7 1.3
Per cent Nordic in total foreign-born white....| 37.8 36.8 43.7 27.9
SPECIFIC ANALYSIS.
Per cent wurban among foreign-born white
children, ytorz years............c.ooevu, 83.3 86.9 28,3 84.0
Forelgn-bom white school-attendance rate,
to 13 years:
Total. covive i e i e 89.3 90. 90.3 02.3
Urban, cooioviiiiiiie i 8g.x 00.6 90.4. 92.8
Rural. ... .o 00.2 88.0 89.8 80.4
PREDOMINANT NATIONALITIES. .

Indiana, Illinois. Michigan. Ohio.
German. German. Canadiat, other.! German.
Polish. Polish., Potlish. Hungarian.
Hungarian, Russian. German. Polish.
Austrian. Swedish. English. Italian.
English. Ttalian. Russian. Austrian.
Russian. Trish. Dutch, Russian.

t Other than French,

It is immediately noticeable that in these States the rural
foreign-born school-attendance rates closely approximate those .
for the urban groups. At the satne time, the percentage of foreign
born in the rural population is much lower than in the wrban
population. It seems certain that, when proportionately few,
the foreign born tend to imitate the native born in sending their
children to school. Further, the rural foreign born are more
largely Nordic than the urban foreign born.'

In Chart 20 the specific percentage rates by single years are
presented. On inspection of the curves it appears that the

10The table below shows the per cent Nordic among the foreign-born white:

Rural. State.

State. l Urban,

Indiana,.............cocini 33.0 s5. 5 || Michigan...............0.00 40.0 53.3
TEROIS, v v vs v v evve v eennnnen 343 53.2 J OlIOL (oo ivviiiaienniainnn, 20. 5 350
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rates at all ages are higher in Ohio than in Illinois. A corre-
sponding relationship is found when Michigan and Indiana are
considered. The sharp drop at 14 is common to both Indiana,
and Illinois, the extended “shoulder” at that age is typical of
both Ohie and Michigan. All four curves are level from 7 to 13
or 14, which is invariably found where compulsory attendance

laws are rigidly enforced.
CrART 20.—PER CENT OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION 5 0 20

YEARS OF AGE ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SPECIFIED AGE, FOR ILLINOIS,
INDIANA, MICHIGAN, AND OHIO: 1gzo0.
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The situation in all four States of this group is good. Assimi-
lation seems to be going on rapidly through the medium of the
schools. High economic development, well-established school
systems, and a clearly defined school policy strongly backed by
popular. favor are likely to go hand in hand. ‘This would seem
to explain the superiority of this group in foreign-born school
attendance when compared with less favored neighbors to the
west,

THE COMFOSIIE FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION OF THE INDUSTRIAL
NORTHEAST.

The highly urbanized industrial section of the country is still
centered in the southern New FEngland States and in those of
the Middle Atlantic division. Here the stcceeding waves of

i
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migration, for the most part, first touch our shores.

Here a

large part of each immigrant group remains to operate the huge
manufactories that have sprung up near the seaboard and to play
a fundamental part in industrial and commercial activity.

In consequence there is to be found in this region an almost
unprecedented mingling of nationalities. The foreign-born school-
attendance problem, therefore, is highly complex. True, in indi-
vidual cities and in individual schools a single nationality may be
preponderant. But from a state-wide standpoint the problem is
most intricate. Specific discussion of national or even racial
peculiarities is impossible.

The next table shows the essential facts for the States which
constitute this area.

Rhode Massa- New Connecti. | Pennsyl- | New
Island. | chusetts. { Jersey. cut. vania, York.
GENERAXL DESCRIPTION.
Per cent foreign-born white in
population of school age
otal, . . 0.3 8. 6.7 7.9 4.2 8.8
Urban. . 9.4 8.4 7.4 9.0 5.0 10.0
Rural.......c.ovvviiinn 3.7 3.9 4.5 5.9 2.8 2.8

SPECIFIC ANALYSIS.

Per cent urban among foreigu-
born white children, 7 to 13
years . ..l 99.0 97.I 84.3 74.2 69.1 92.9

Forelgn-born “white  school-at-
tendance rate, 7 to 13 years

Total. . .| go.x go.1 89.2 9r.2 838.4 88.8
Urban. . ciiiiiiiena.| o0 go.o 89.2 9I.5 88.8 88.8
»  Rural..,..............o. Q) 93.0 89.6 90.4 87.5 89.6

1 Rate not computed, base being less than 100,
PREDOMINANT NATIONALITIES.

Rhode Island. Massachusetts. New Jersey. | Connecticut, |Pennsylvania.| New York,
Ttalian. Irish. Ttalian. Italian, Ttalian. Italian.
Canadian, French| Canadian, other.! | German. | Polish. Polish. Russian.
English. Italian. Polish. Irish. Russian. | German.
Irish. Canadian, French.| Russian, | Russian. | Austriau. | Irish.
Portuguese. Russiain. Irish, English. | Irish. Polish.
Polish. English. English. | Germean. | German. | Austrian,

t Othet than French.

In all the States except Comnnecticut and Pennsylvania, the
rural rates are higher than the urban, while at the same time
there is a smaller proportion of foreign born among the rural
children of school age. It appears that again dilution and ex-
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ample affect the foreign-born rates very definitely. It should
not be forgotten, however, that the economic factor plays a large
part, in providing school facilities and adequate funds for the
development of a school policy, and also, in the cities, furnishes
a decided pull away from school and into the factory. Although
in Connecticut a large percentage of foreign-born urban children
is found, there is an unusually high urban school-attendance rate.
This may be due to rigid legal provisions and a splendid system of
enforcement. ‘The low rural rate in Pennsylvania is attributable
to economic and ethnic factors. In a group as diverse as this
such influences would have marked effect.

CHART 21.—PBER CENT OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION 5 TO 20
VEARS OF AGE ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SPECIFIED AGE, FOR CON-
NECricut, NEw Yorx, aND RuoDE ISLAND: 1920.
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Chart 21 ‘pictures the situation in Rhode Island, Connecticut,
and New York. For clarity the curves for Massachusetts, New
Jersey, and Pennsylvania have been omitted. Those for Massa-
chusetts and New Jersey from % to 13 years are similar to that for
Rhode Island, and except at the ages 5 and 6 years Pennsylvania
resembles Connecticut very closely.

It appears that rigid enforcement of compulsory attendance
laws prevails in all these States. In general, attendance is encour-
aged at an early age. In Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and New
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Jersey a precipitate drop in the curve occurs at 14 years. This
indicates that the immediate economic urge is great, and that
among foreign-born parents there is little foresight for their
children’s welfare.

In Pennsylvania and Connecticut the drop at 14 years is less
abrupt. This may be due among other factors to a more antago-
nistic attitude toward child labor and the granting of working
permits, to the wider development of night schools and other
extensions of education, or to a different nationality make-up.
The first two seem more probable than the last. New York, in
general, belongs to Type IT and has rather distinct legal provisions.
It is interesting to note thatin spite of this the curve for Connecti-
cut is superior in all the earlier ages through 13 years.

THE MIXED POPULATION OF THE CENTRAL WEST.

Westward, from the Mississippi River to the Pacific coast, a
strip of States of very heterogeneous foreign-born population is
found, Bordered on the morth by the Nordic group and on the
south by the Mexican, the population has large numbers of each,
in addition to many other natiopalities in large proportions.
These States—Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado, Wyoming,
Nevada, and California—contain almost as diverse a foreign-born
population as the industrial States just discussed.

The table below shows the situation in each of these States.

Okla- Ne- Mis- | Wyo- | Colo- | Calj-

homa, [FEI838 Cada, | souri. ming. | rado. {lormia.
GENERAL DESCRIPTION.
Per cent foreign-born white in popu-
lation of school age:
otal. ... e o.5| 5| 45| .2 3.7| 4.1] 7.6
Urban......ooovvivnv i, . o0.7| 2.2 | 4.7 2.6] 4.6 3.8 7.9
Rural.............cooovvviiio| 04| 1.2 4.5 o2 3.4 4.3| 7.0

SPECIFIC ANALYSIS.

Per cent urhban among foreign-born
white children, 7 to 13 years........ 32.6 | 48.6 | 18.7 | 87.1 | 29.2 | 35.5 | 66.0

Foreign-born white school-attendance
rate, 7 to 13 years:

Total..oooviviei i 63.9 7r.3{72.7(88.7|82.2|83.7] 85.0
Urban.. ovie i 64.1| 69.3 | (*) | 89.2 | 80.9 | 85.8 | 87.6
Rural.......oocooocevieve oo onn [ 63.9 { 73.2 | 74.7 [ 85.4 | 82.8 | 82.6 | 709.9

1 Rate not comptted, base being less than roo.
111t would seem that in Connecticut stress is laid upon the early development of the child, Although
not versed in the theory of primary education, the writer ventures to suggest that, in States wherein the
early years of earning power the economic pull away from school is strong, it might be good social policy
to urge the extension of the compulsery period backward into the ages younger than 4 years as well as
forward into the ages above 13 years.

T0080°—24 7
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PREDOMINANT NATIONALITIES.

Oklahoma, Kansas, Nevada, ’ Missouri. ! Wyoming, Colorado. California,
i i ian. | Italian.

. rman, | [tallan, | German. | English. | Russian .
IC\I:I?;(T;:L ﬁixican. English. | Russian. | German. | Italian. Mexican,
Russian. Russian. | Spanish, | Irish. Swedish, | German. German,
English, Swedish. | Mexican. | Italian, Italian. Mexican. | English, .
Canadian.! | English. | Canadian.! English. Mexican. | Swedish. Canadian,
Ttalian. Austrian. | German. | Austrian. | Russian. | English. | TIrish.

! Other than Fremch,

Oklahoma, Kansas, and Nevada show foreign-born school-
attendance situatious that are very adverse. Strangely enough
these States, with the exception of Nevada, have the very lowest
proportions of foreign born among children of school age.’? In e.zl]
three a major portion of foreign-born children of school age are in
rural districts, and rural foreign-born attendance rates are less
than urban.

In Missouri, Wyoming, Colorado, and California the general
situation is much better. In Missouri and California the children
7 to I3 years of age are mainly urban, while in Wyoming and
Colorado they are preponderantly rural. In all except Wyoming
the urban rates are higher than the rural. It is probable that
the rural rates in California and Colorado are materially affected
by the large numbers of Mexicans in the rural southern counties,
The difference between the urban and the rural situation in
California is particularly striking.

In Charts 22 and 23 the percentage attendance at various ages
is shown for Oklahoma and Kansas, and for Missouri, Colorado, and
California. The small number of cases in N evada and Wyoming
makes any attempt to picture the conditions infeasible. Inspection
of the figures shows a probable close similarity between Nevada
and Oklahoma, Wyoming is very much like Colorado,

The curves for Oklahoma and Kansas show practically no en-
forcement of compulsory attendance laws. In Oklahoma this is
not surprising, since the State is undeveloped, with untried legis-
lation and unorganized tradition, In Kansas, however, one would
expect a very different state of affairs, It is presumptuous even
to hazard a guess as to the cause, but partial explanation may be

found in the presence of the large proportion of Mexicans among
the foreign born,

2 Missquri, aiso, has avery low proportion of foreign-horn children,
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CrarT 22.—PER CENT OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULALION 5 IO 20
YEARS OF AcE ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SPECIFIED AGE, FOR OKLA-
HOMA AND KANSAS: 1920.
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Cuart 23.—PrErR CENT OF FORBIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION 3 T0 20
YEARS OF AGE ATIENDING SCHOOL, BY SPECIFIED AGE, FOR Mis-
SoURI, CALIFORNIA, AND COLORADO: 1920.
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High degree of enforcement seems to prevail in Missouri,
Wyoming, Colorado, and California, if one may judge from the
In spite of low rates in the early years, California and
Colorado show high general percentages of attendance because of
continuation in school in the late years of the school period.

curves.

THE SOUTH.

Of the States generally included under the designation “South, ’
Texas and Oklahoma have been dealt with already. Among the
other States of this area two only can be considered as having a
significant number of foreign-born children of school age.

“are Maryland and West Virginia.

Southern States will be attempted.

‘The nationality distribution in Maryland includes a diversity of
types. The foreign-born children are predominantly urban, yet
the urban foreign-born attendance rate is higher than the rural.
It is evident that the high rate in this State is due to the small
number of foreign born in the population of school age.

In West Virginia the foreign born, in great majority, are cen-
tral Buropean, and uearly three-fourths of the foreign-born

children of school age are rural.

These

No treatment of the other

In a State where education is

none too far advanced it is not surprising that low rates generally

prevail.

The next table shows the significant facts for the two States

under consideration.

Maryland, Vi?;ﬁtia
GENERAL DESCRIPTION.
Per cent foreign-born white in population of school age:
Total. .ooovveiiiciiie N e, 1.0 1.2
S o7 3.1 1.5
RUral. coveer i i e e e 0.5 1.1
SPECIFIC ANALYSIS,
Per cent urhan among foreign-born white children, 7 to 13 years. . 8s5.3 22.6.
Foreign-born white school-attendance rate, 7to 13 years:
OtALL Lt e e e e 91.9 83.2
85 ¢ v U 93.0 86.7
Rural. oo e 8s. 82.r

T —
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PREDOMINANT NATIONALITIES.

Maryland, West Virginia.
1. Russian. . 3. Polish, 5. Irish, z. Italian. 3. Polish. 5. Russian.
2. German. 4. Italian. 6. English. | 2, Hungarian, 4. Austrian. 6. German.

CHART 24.—PER CENT oF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION 5 TO 20
YEARS OF AGE ATTENDING SCHOOL, BY SPHECIFIED AGE, FOR MARY-

LAND AND WEST VIRGINIA! 1920.
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Neither of the States have sufficient foreign-born school chil-
dren to yield regular curves. Chart 24 pictures the proportions
in Maryland and West Virginia for the several ages in the school
period except 5 years. It will be seen that Maryland shows con-
ditions superior to those in West Virginia. This is due to the
greater stringency of legislation in force in Maryland when com-
pared with that in West Virginia.
No discussion of the situation in other parts of the South will
be attempted here. It seems probable that much similarity
would be found between the rates for foreign born and for native
whites in most instances. No data are available for presentation
to substantiate or disprove this opinion, but the low rates for the
rural native born in most instances are helow what would be ex- :
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pected among the more urban foreign born, judging from the data
of other States.

The differential distribution of age classes of the foreign born
should be taken into account in comparing general rates in all
States. It is quite possible also that the drift to the city of boys
and girls over 14 materially affects the general urban and rural
rates in many of the States.

T'ABLE 14.—SCHOOI ATTENDANCE AMONG THE FOREIGN-BORN WHITE
7 10 13 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. IT, Ch, XTI, Table 9.}

STATES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SCHOOQL ATTENDANCE.

Per c(i:pt
attending Num-
school. |t of List of States.

States.

94-94.9 | = |D.C.
93-93-

9
92-02.9 2 | Ohio. Del.
61-91.0 2 | Md. Conn,
90—G0. 9 5 | Tenn.  IIL Mich. Mass. R.I.
89-8¢9.9 7 | Oreg. Me. Ga. Ind. Wash. N.J. Utah.
88-88.9 8 | Wis. N.Y. Mo. Minn. Pa. Vt. N.H. Iowa.
87-87.9 2 | Fla. Va.
86-86.9 2 | N. Dak. Nebr.
85-85.0 3 |8 Dak. Ala. Calif,
84-84.9 T { Mout.
83-83.9 3 | Colo. W.Va. 8.C.
82-82.9 1 | Wyo.
81-81.9 2z | Idaho., Xy.
80-B0.0 |.....
79-79.9 levs.s
78—;8. 0 2 | Ark, N. C.
T777:9 {or e ‘
76-76. 9 1 | La,
75-75.9 T | N. Mex.
74-74:9 feooo
73773:9 freeee
72-72.¢ 1 | Nev.
7I~71.9 1 | Kans.
63-63.9 2 | Okla. Miss,

bz-62.9 |.....
61-61.9 1 | Ariz.

46-46.9 1. | Tex.

InCharts 25 and 26 are shown the curves for one State of each of
the groups described above, enabling comparison between groups.
Attention is called to the fact that the States selected are merely
representatives of the groups and not necessarily typical of them.
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CHART 25.—PER CENT OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION § TO 20
YEARS OF AGE ATTENDING SCHOOL, IN STATES Having Norpic,
MexicaN, AND CanNapiaN Groups (TExas, NEw HAMPSHIRE,
Norta Dakora, aNp Jowa): 1920.
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CHART 26.—PER CENT OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION 5 TO 20
YEARS OF AGE ATIENDING SCHOOL, IN Srares Havine MIxep
Foreion Ersments (OrgcoN, Omio, REODE Isnanp, CALIFORNIA,
AND KaNsas): 1920.
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RANK OF STATES AND CITIES.

In Table 15 the foreign-born school-attendance rates for 7 to 13
iyears, inclusive, are shown for the several States and arranged
from highest to lowest, regardless of the group order or their
place within the group. '

It may be said in general comment upon foreign-born school
attendance that most of the States with rates below the total
rate for the United States are those in which Mexicans constitute
an important element, and those Southern States in which only a
few foreigners, located in the rural districts, are to be found.
The only other State below the general level is Idaho, where large
numbers of foreign born are located in small urban centers and in
rural regions. It is probable that in these small towns poor school
facilities exist and the school systems are still in an experimental
stage. . '

A striking situation is revealed in Table 16 when comparison is
made of the cities of 100,000 population and over. All the cities
except those in Texas are above the general rate, 7 to 13 years,
for the United States. Dallas, San Antonio, Houston, and Fort
Worth present a deplorable picture of neglect of the foreign born
and of the wunassimilability of the Mexican group. If the urban
rate 7 to 13 years for the United States (88.1 per cent) be used
as a standard, it appears that practically all of the last quarter
of the list fall below. Many of these cities are in States that
rank high in foreign-born school attendance, e. g., Bridgeport is
very low in relative position, while Connecticut as a whole stands
very high.

On the other hand, Cincinnati shows a very high proportion
attending. It should be noticed that all the Ohio cities of this
class lie in the highest quarter of the Iist, with the exception of
Columbus. Great variation is to be seen among the cities of
Massachusetts. Fall River is at the top of the list, while Boston
is but little above the urban rate for the United States as a whole.




FOREIGN-BORN WHITE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 85

‘TABLE 15.—ScHOOI, ATTENDANCE OF FOREBIGN-BORN WHITE POPULA-
TION 7 T0O 13 YEARS OF AGE, BY SEX, WITH DIFFERENCES IN RATES
FOR THE SEXES, BY STATES: 1920.

[Soiirce : Fourteenth Census, Vol, 1T, Ch. XTI, Table 12.]

Male rates Iﬁﬁl:s]e

STATE. Total, Male, Female, higher higher

by— by
District of Columbia............ 94.0 93.7 94.4 [eeuenn.. o.%
L T 92.3 92.3 92.2 0.1 f..iu...
Delaware.......oovvviinevnnnn 02.2 03.I 01.3 1.8 |.......
Maryland ...... S 9r.9 92.1 91.6 0.5 fuovuunn
Connecticut.............ovveue 9I.2 9I.5 0.9 0.6 |....v..
TefINESSEe. .ttt va v inaenan 90.3 00.5 90.1 04 feuieen
THHNOIS. o v v vviieiinr i rinnneas 90.3 00.5 00. I 0.4 feeruens
Michigan.....oovsuieiiiinnnnnn 90.3 90.5 9o.0 0.5 fovvnnnn
Massachusetts. .. .............. 9o.I 90.4 89.8 0.6 |eiea.n
Rhode Island................... go.1 90.9 89.3 I.6 |eerienes
OFegom. .vooeveniinininneeinnis 89.9 9r.2 88.6 2.6 |..o.....
Maife...ovvenvniiiini it 89.9 89.6 go.2 Jf....uann 0.6
Georgla....ocoiviiivniniiannns 8g.7 go.6 88.5 2.1 |oei....
Indiana. ...........oooievnn 89.3 8g.1 89.4 f[ee.ioin.n a.3
Washington, .. .....ooooeii 8g.2 8g.2 80.3 [feeerernin 0.1
New Jersey.cvcievriireriineuns 89.2 8g.0 89.4 Jioeeiiii 0.4
Utall, oo vveen i iiie e 8g.0 92.3 85.8 6.5 [cvriens
Wisconsin. ....oooovvnvvninen 83.9 89.3 88.4 0.9 [eerinrs
New York. ..ovvvivivivnnnins 88.8 8g.1 88.6 0.5 {eesvrrs
Missotri s vvrr i 88.7 89.0 88.4 0.6 |..i.i..
Minnesota, ... vovvnrnreernenens 88.6 87.3 8.9 [l...voiii 2.6
Pennsylvania........oovovunnns 88.4 88.6 88.1 0.5 |overens
Vermont. . o cvvvevvnevrneaninas 88.4 89.7 86.9 2.8 |.......
New Hampshire. . ............. 88.1 88.4 87.8 0.6 |
Towa. ...ooiiiiiiiiiiiiineon, 88.0 87.8 8.2 |l......... 0.4
Flotida....ooeiiieieiianenain,s 87.4 80.3 85.4 3.9 [ieeains
Virginia. . ooovviiiieiiininn, 87.3 87.4 86.9 0.8 |[.......
North Dakota....coouovvevnunnn, 86.8 86.3 87.2 fl....oiil. 0.9
Nebraska.....ovvviiiniiiiinnn., 86.5 87.0 86.1 0.9 |.iiuens
South Dakota.......ovuvviuves. 85.9 86.6 85.2 T4 feeeines
Alabama..............co00ei, 85.4 86.9 83.9 3.0 [
California. . ..oovvvvvciiiinnnn 8s.0 85.5 84.5 I.0 |vees.s
Montana.......oovvenivniinnans 84.9 85.1 84.6 0.5 iuvsens
UNITED STATES...ovvviveeveiins 84.1 84.2 84.0 - - T R
Colorado. . vuvevierereiiannnnas 83.9 84.7 82.8 b, T PV
West Virginia..........co0aiien 83.2 83.7 82.6 % S DA
South Caroling. ..s....covvnn.s 83.1 * [ N | I PR
Wyoming. . . oovvveeiniinannnn, 82.2 82.9 81.5 Tod fereen..

Tdaho.......ovvviinniiinnnins 81.4 8o.3 82.6 |l......... 2.
Kentucky.......ovvvveiviann 81.0 8.9 8.1 fl.iaiian.. 0.2
Arkansas. .. ... 78.4 78.0 78.8 l..viii... 0.8
North Carolina, .......ooeueunns 78.2 Q) (C TN | PPN MR
Louisiana................0v0iin 76.1 75.2 77.0 Jloveeio... 1.8
New Mexico. o..ovevenn i, 75.8 76.6 74.4 2.2 |.......
Nevada, ., ...ooovviiniinin 72.7 74.5 70.5 4.0 |
Kansas.....covieiiniiinnnnnns 71.3 73.2 69.3 30 |oevennn
Oklahoma..........ooovvuinn 63.0 62.3 65.5 fleeeeienn 3.0
Mississippl.. oo ianaaa 63.0 64.7 (€ JRN | RN FN
Arizona.....ooeieeiiiiiinia, . 61.3 61.7 6o.9 .8 |.......
NS N 46.0 45.9 46.T H....o.... 0.2

1 Rate not computed, base being less than oo,
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TABLE 16.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULA-
TION 7 10 13 YEARS OF ACE, BY SEX, WITH DIFFERENCES IN RATES
FOR THE OEXES, FOR CITIES OF 100,000 INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920,

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. XI, Table 17.]

Male rates Ff;’t’:sle
cre,! ‘Total. Male. Temale. hégl}fr hgghcr
Cincinnati, Ohio. .............. 07.2 96.4 1o1: 0 | I 1.9
Fall River, Mass.....oovvvinnnn. gb.o 06.0 05.9 . (-7 SN AP
Spokane, Wash........oiviuin.. 05.3 95.7 04.9 8 L.......
Akron, Ohio. . vicvvviniininaiay 4.4 03.6 05.1 llv.viuans I.§
Washington, D. C..ovuvineniin, 04.0 23,7 44 eviiisnn. 0.7
Norfolk, Va. ....oovieviveinnn 93.8 2) ) T | AR DV
Voungstown, Obio....ovovvinen, 93.8 93.6 040 fluseurnson 0.4
Milwaunkee, Wis. ..o cvvivenenns 03.6 04.3 03.0 Te3 |oernnnn
Tremton, No Jovvvviineninninnes 93.6 033 03.8 fI...ovunn. 0.5
Baltimore, Md........oovveene 93.0 93.6 92.3 I.3 Jeeaaen,
Cleveland, Ohio. . ............. 92.8 92.4 03.T {eerinnnne 0.7
St. Paul, Minn, . ..ovevivvnnnn 9z.8 93.4 92.2 1.2 Je.auai,
Hartford, Conn. . ... NN 92.7 95.0 go.6 4ol qeurnn..
Dayton, Ohio,...... e g2.6 93.0 gz.2 o.8 J.......
Catnden, N. J 92.5 92.% 93.0 fleviiiann, 0.9
Portland, Oreg...... ves 92.4 93-3 9I.3 2.2 1.......
Toledo, Ohio. . ...ovvuvnniinnn. 92.4 03-7 91.0 I 2 DA
Wilmington, Del.....oovovensn.. 02.4 93.% QI.I 2.6 (.......
New Haven, Cotiflo..vvvnninnnes 92.1 92.7 0I.§ .2 ..
Des Moines, lowa....ovveecuon.. 91.9 94.2 88.8 Bed feecunns
Omazha, Nebr.....oovieeeianan. 9L.7 9o.1I 932 fleeeiaanas 3.1
St. Touis, Mo, .eviviviiniiinnes ' 01.4 - g1.0 91.7 feevvenn., 0.7
Atlanta, Ga. .. ivivenieneennen. 9I1.3 Q) [ T R, e
Albany, N. ¥. . ovvevinnnn e 01.1 92.3 90.1 2.2 1o,
Columbus, Ohio...vovvnnvvn.en. 91.I 91.5 g0.6 0.9 |o.oi..
Qakland, Calif......cvvveninnn 9I.I 91.3 90.9 o4 |ooo.. .
Los Angeles, Calif.............. gI.o 91.4 g0.6 0.8 [.......
Cambridge, Mass................ go.9 91.4 9o.5 0.0 fi.i....
Rochester, N. Y.o.ovovvivvnnan.. go.8 91.5 90.1 T4 Joieenas
Syracuse, N. Yoovorvevininnnn. 90.8 92.4 89.2 3.2 {einnn..
Chicago, I11. . .. ovvvvneninnnn. go.6 90. 9 90.4 0.3 l.......
Detroit, Mich................... 99. 4 go.y 00.1 0.6 l....... ¥
New Bedford, Mass.......... e go.4 go.0 go.8 ...l 0.8
Paterson, N. J.....vovviiiin 90.2 8.4 0I.0 fleuiivian. 1.6
Seattle, Wash.........coov0vvn 90.2 90.9 89.5% 1.4
Pittsburgh, Pa......oovevinenn, 0o0.I 8.8 0.4 ffeevioin.. 0.6
Salt Lake City, Utahh............ 90.1 94.1 85.9 8.2 ...
Worcester, Mass. .......cooouvvn. go.x 00.2 9o.0 0.2 e
Memphis, Tenn................. 89.9 & & e, C
Springfield, Mass. .. ........... 89.8 d9.1 90.6 [......... 1.5
Denver, Colo.., vouvviiiinanina 89.6 8.1 9o.x flo........ 1.0
Seranton, Pa.,vo.oeeiiiniinnn, 89.4 90.2 88.7 .5 l.......
Grand Rapids, Mich............ 89.2 92.9 85.6 7.3 oo
Newark, N. Joveevininirneisn 89.2 89.6 38.8 0.8 .
Jersey City, No J.oovviivnnnnnnn 89.0 88.4 89.6 flvvvienui, 1.2
Providence, R.I.............. 89.0 83.8 89.3 Hl...v.ouil. 0.5
Yonkers, N. YVoooooviiivannenn, 8g.0 87.6 99.4 lhieveiin. 2.8
Touisville, ¥ .oevevnrreineeenn 88.8 Q) G T | A IV
Boston, Mass.......c.ocoieuit, 88.6 89.3 87.9 T.4 foeieans
Philadelphia, Pa............... 88.5% 83.6 83.5 -7 SN RPN ‘
Birmingham, Ala............... 88.4 * () N | AR B
1 Nashville omitted, total foreign-born white being less than oo,

2 Rate not computed, hase heing less than xoo,
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TABLE 16.—SCHOOL, ATTENDANCE OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULA-
TION 7 T0 13 YEARS OF AGE, BY SEX, witH DIFFERENCES IN RATES
FOR THE SEXES, FOR CITIES OF 100,000 INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920—
Continued.

Male rates | F eﬁmle
crry.t "Lotal. Male. Female, higher hrigl‘:zr

by— by—
New York, N. V. ......oove. ... 88.2 88,5 87.9 0.6 f.ioi...
Untrep StTarEs (urban)........ 88.1 88.4 87.9 0.7 fevurn-n
Buffalo, N. V...l 88.0 83.5 87.5 E Y- R
Minneapolis, Minst.............. 87.9 86.7 89.2 [ieerieunnn 2.5
Indianapolis, Ind.............,. 87.8 87.4 8.2 |.......0. 0.8
Towell, Mass................... 87.8 87.2 88.4 |[oeevennn. I.2
Reading, Pa................... 86.8 89.4 83.9 5.5 feveinnn
Bridgeport, Conn. ............. 86.7 88.6 84.8 3.8 ...
New Orleans, La................ 86.3 8s5.9 86.8 fl......... 0.9
Richmond, Va....... [P 86.3 *) [ T AN R
Kangas City, Kans ............. 86.2 88.9 83.2 (.75 2 PN
Kansas City, Mo. .............. 85.6 87.2 83.9 3.3 |oveinns
San Franeisco, Calif,............ 84.4 84.9 84.2 0.5 |iuvin..
UnNtreDp STATES (total)......... 84.1 84.2 84.0 0.2 [|iiian..

Dallas, Tex.....oovvvvriniinais 73.6 4.4 n2.8 1.6 ces
San Antonio, TeX.......0on.uts 68.6 69.7 67.4 2.3 Jieeeren
Houston, Tex........... e 67.3 70.2 64.4 5.8 |.ou....
Fort Worth, TeX......vvvvennns 45.8 48.3 42.8 5.5 Jevenens

! Nashville omitted, total forcign-born white being lecs than 10,
2 Rate not computed, base being less than oo,

SEX FACTORS IN SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE.

Though, as has previously been stated (see p. 4), there seems to
be a general tendency up to 12 years for foreign-born boys to
attend in the same proportions as foreign-born girls, in at least 32
of the 49 States the rates for the former are greater than those
for the latter. The extreme cases are Utah, where the difference
is 6.5 per cent, Nevada, 4.0 per cent, Kansas, 3.9 per cent, and
Florida, 3.9 per cent. In contrast to this, 14 States!® have female
rates greater than male. The largest differences are in Okla-
homa, Minnesota, Idaho, and Louisiana, where the female rates
exceed the male by 3.0 per cent, 2.6 per cent, 2.3 per cent, and 1.8
per cent, respectively.

* In cities of 100,000 population and over, a similar sex difference
is found. In g0 of these, at the ages 7 to 13 years, males attend
in larger proportions than do females, while in 21 female attend-

18 In South Caroline, North Carolina, and Mississippi the numbers of foreign born in this age class are
too few to permit caleulation of significant rates by sex.
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@

ance rates ate the higher. In the other 7 the foreign born are
too few to admit of such comparison.

In Salt Lake City, Utah, probably due to Mormon influence,
the male rate is larger by 8.2 points. Next is Grand Rapids,
Mich,, .with 7.3 points difference. In Houston, Tex., Kansas
City, Kans., Fort Worth, Tex., and Reading, Pa., the differences
ares.8,5.7, 5.5, and 5.5, respectively. 'The abnormally high female
rates are found in Omaha, Nebr., Yonkers, N. Y., and Minneapolis,
Minn., where they exceed the male rates by 3.1, 2.8, and 2.5,
points, respectively.

Chart 27, 0n page 89,shows the general curves for the foreign born
by single years of age for representative cities of 250,000 population
and over. Itisunfortunate for our purpose that none of the large
cities contains any one predominant nationality. Itis, therefore,
impossible to show the urban situation for the TexasMexicans, New
England French Canadians, or any similar group. The curves
are in this respect pictures of a heterogeneous nonnative population
and should be viewed as such. Cleveland, Ohio, Los Angeles,
Calif., Minneapolis, Minn., and San Francisco, Calif., have been
chosen. The following table shows the predominant nationalities: -

NATIONALITIES HAVING 10 PER CENT OR MORE OF ToTAL FOREIGN-BORN
WHrre, ¥oOR FOUR REPRESENTATIVE CITIES.

CLEVELAND, OH10. LOS ANGELES, CALII, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF,
Natiopality. cfﬁ{ Nationality. cfg{_ Nationality. clgx‘:{. Nationality. cﬁ::
Polish........ 14.6 j| Mexican....| 10.3 || Swedish..... go.1 || Ttalian. . ...} 17.1
Hungasian . . .| 12.4 || Canadian, Norwegian. .| 18.6 || German. . ..| 13.2
German. .. ... I1.1 othert....| 11.8 || All other...| 51.3 || Irish........ 13.0
Czechoslovak.| 10.0 || English.....| 10.2 All other. . .| 56.4
All other. . ... 51.9 (i Allother.. .| 58.7

1 Other than French.

It is unfortunate that space does not permit detailed analysis of
all the facts in the various States. Attempt has been made to
indicate the ethnic factors that enter into the foreign-born school-
attendance problems of the Nation. Little or nothing has been
attempted as regards the effect of the economic forces that are
operating. The public attitude toward education has been
touched but lightly. Many other influences affecting the rates of
each State might be enumerated, each important and worthy of
study.

t“ ’I‘élese proportions are regardless of age and may be somewhat misleading when compared with school
attendance,
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Analysis by other age groups than the one used would uh-
doubtedly yield valuable results. Without a study of the age
factor and its progressive influence on differences in attendance
between the sexes and between urban and rural populations, de-
pendable generalization is infeasible.

CaART 27.—PER CENT OF FOREIGN-BORN WHITE POPULATION 5 To 20
YEARS OF AGE ATIENDING SCHOOL, FOR REPRESENTATIVE CITIES
(CrrviLanp, Los ANGELES, MINNEAPOLIS, AND SAN PRANCISCO):
1920.
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SUMMARY.

Striking ethnic differences appear which force themselves above
the heterogeneity of the material. The Nordic elements in the
foreign-born population are similar in educational standards to the
best and most progressive of our native population. The French
Canadians and, far more strikingly, the Mexicans, are either out
of sympathy with American ideals or are prevented from adopt-
ing them. The mixed populations of the industrial regions are
forced into schools, but drop out as soon as the popular will per-
mits. This is particularly true of the nationalities that are new-
comers rather than among the older immigration elements.

Little can be said regarding the effect of large and small pro-
portions of foreign born in the population. In the South the
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ptoportions are so small that practically no difference is to be found
in the attendance rates for foreign-born aund for native-born
whites. In the rest of the United States the ethnic make-up so
greatly influenices the rates that the effects of varying proportions
of foreign born can not even be guessed. Nothing can be gained
from a casual study of the rates in cities or States, since legislation
and enforcement alone would account for the discrepancies.
Mathematical treatment of the data by methods illustrated in
Appendix A would throw much light on this phase of the problem.
Superficial mathematical analyses not included in this volume
indicate that for certain ethnic elements the greater the propor-
tions of foreign born the lower the foreign-born rate, while for
other nationalities proportions seem to be of little influence.

Effects of legislation and enforcement are difficult to measure,
particularly since the foreign born are found mainly in States
wliich have much the same legal provisions. With the exceptions
of West Virginia, Texas, and New Mexico, which are of Type I1I,
and Arizona, of Type IV, all of the States having significant pro-
portions of foreign born are of Types I or IL.

It appears, however, that much depends on the degree of
economic well-being of the whole of the population and the eco-
nommic situation of the foreign born themselves. Where facilities
are readily provided and adequate to the local needs, there is in the
Nordic group of the West a tendency to utilize the facilities pro-
vided, This is particularly true in agricultural regions, where
the type of employment makes nonattendance economically less
profitable. In the States where urban industry has developed to a
marked extent, the data by individual years indicate that legal
enforcement is largely a factor in higher rates and that economic
pulls are strong. Facilities are limited in the areas where Mexi-
cans are found in largest numbers, and even the native whites
of Texas are restricted as regards educational opportunity. That
the Mexicans are not inclined to take advantage of opportunities
when offered is proved by the low rates of attendance of foreign
born in Oklahoma and Kansas, where, with good facilities and in
spite of a large Nordic element side by side with large proportions
of Mexicans, the general foreign-born rates are low. In the
industrial regions with heterogeneous foreign-born populations,
rigid enforcement is all that keeps the bulk of the foreign-born
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children in school in the face of economic urges and pulls. Rhode
Island, almost purely urban and industrial, gives an excellent
illustration of the precipitate desertion from the schools when
legal pressure is removed.

With the movement of immigrants into the South, which must
be expected as industry develops and as the negro migrates north-
ward and westward, it will become increasingly difficult for the
South to persist in its backward educational policies. While no
material foreign-born problem is as yet present, with increasing
numbers must come rapid educational improvement if the problem
of assimilation is to be handled at all securely. As has been indi-
cated, the recent type of immigrant is more in need of assimi-
lation and more difficult to assimilate tham the early migrant,
and indications point to the improbability of immediate improve-
ment. At present the industrial regions of New England an‘d the
Middle West lead in public attempts to shape these newcomers to
American ideals and standards.

Since relatively small proportions of recent arrivals go to rural
regions, the difficulties of rural education are not affected to the
same degree by new foreign-born factors as are the urban. In
certain States—Connecticut, for example—Italians, Poles, Rus-
sians, and other nationals of the newer immigrant types are taking
advantage of the markets of near-by cities to practice intensive
farming of the sort to which they have been accustomed in their
homelands. However, the foreign born in rural sections for the
most part are old in point of residence in this country or are of the
older migration which is readily assimilated. With special atten-
tion throughout the country directed toward rural problems, it is
probable that in future censuses the rural rates will show much
more rapid improvement than will urban rates.

The meaning of the differences in school attendance for the sexes
is difficult to explain. Possibly the variation is due to incorrect
census returns of age. Where the laws are strictly enforced there
is a tendency to overstate the ages of those not attending but
actually falling within the compulsory years, thus reducing the
number of nonattendants in the restricted period. In most in-
stances an exaggeration of male rates results. Valid conclusions
as to the actual differences can be reached only after careful and
intensive study. ‘



V.

SCHOOL 'ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
OF NATIVE PARENTAGE. -

Since the native whites constitute the major part of the total
population, the school attendance among this group is generally
very similar to that in the population as a whole. Where the
negroes and the foreign-born whites are found in large propor-
tions, however, noticeable differences exist between the general
rates and those for the native whites.

In the pages which follow, school attendance among the native
white of native parentage is first dealt with, particularly in the
industrial North and in the South. Primary division is made
into the basic age groups and the rates in the several States are
compared within the same and in the successive age classes.
The urban and rural rates are then contrasted and attendance in
the large cities of the country discussed. Finally, differences
between the rates for the sexes are shown, and explanation of the
varying degrees of difference is attempted. _

Attendance among the native white of mixed parentage and
the native white of foreign parentage is dealt with briefly in a
succeeding chapter. In general, close agreement exists between
the rates for the native white of mixed parentage and the native
white of native parentage, and between those for the native white
of foreign parentage and the foreign born. The main differences
are pointed out and comment made.

Numerically, the native white of native parentage are by far
the most important part of the population. This is especially
true during the period of ‘‘school age.” Of all the children 5
to 20 years, and in each age group, the native white of native
parentage far outnumber those of other elements. Table 17, on the
following page, shows the number and proportion of the native
white of native parentage and of the rest of the population by
age classes.

In the “All other’’ class the increase in percentage with
increased age is due to the large additions of foreign born through
immigration at the older ages, but in no age group are the pro-

70080°—24——8 93
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- portions even approximately equal to the native white of native
parentage. )

There are, then, in the United States us a whole out of 334
million children 5 to 20 years of age, 20,048,170 native born
of native white parents. With the educational traditions of the
native stock.and the great development of educational facilities
in this country, one would expect that practically all of these
children were receiving anveducation. The truth is that only
13,418,814 (66.9 per cent) were in attendance at school during
the period of enumeration.

TaBLE 17.—ToraL POPULATION OF SCHOOL AcE DISTRIBUTED AS NATIVE
WHITE OF NATIVE PARENTAGE AND AL OTHER, BY AGE PERIODS,
.FOR THE UNITED STATES: 1920,

[Sotrce: Fourteenth Census, Vol ILI, United States, Table 2.]

TOTAL. NATRE PARBNTAGE, A1y, oTEES.
AGE.
Number, | Per cent, Number. c‘g‘;{‘ Number. chilt..
5 to zo years. ...| 33,250,870 | 10c.0 || 20,048,170 | 60.3 | 13,202,700 | 30.7
gand 6 years........| 4,686,154 | 100.0{ 2875980 | 614 1,810,168 386
4 to 13 years........ 15,306,793 | 100.0 || 9,315,013 | Go.9 | 5,001,780 | 301
14 and 15 years...... 3,007,710 | I00. 0 2,363,60r [ 60.5 | 1,544,019 | 39.5
16 and 17 years....,. 3,828,131 | 100.0 2,283,604 | 50.7 | 1,544,527 | 403
8tozoyears. . ..... 5,522,082 | 100.0 3,200,876 | s8.1| 2,312,200 41.9

AGE CLASSES.

It is fruitless to analyze the material on school attendance
unless the age factor is taken into account. The period desig-
nated as ‘‘School age’’ may be divided roughly into five groups.
Legislation and customs differ so widely that the exact ages for -
each group vary too greatly among the States for a clear-cut
division into age classes. In general they may be described as:
“Precompulsion age,” 5 and 6 years; ‘' Compulsory period,” 7 to
13 years; ‘‘ Period of permitted absence,” 14 and 15 years; “Vol-
untary but customary attendance,” 16 and 17 years; “ Higher
education,” 18 to 20 years. Tables 18 to 23 are presented, using
these ages as the fundamental bases of classification.
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TaBLE 18.—ScHoOL ATIENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF
NATIVE PARENTAGE—RANK OF THE STATES IN THE SEVERAL AGE
GRroups: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. ITI, Table 2, for the several States.]

i AGE GROUPS.
; E 5 and 6 years. 7to 13 years. 14 and 15 years. 16 and 17 years. 18 to 20 years.
1| X0Waiiiuiaiaessas.| Massachusetts,,.,.; TUtah,.............] Utah...iiieeos,| Utah,
2 | Nebraska.,........ Rhode Island. .....| Idaho..............| Nevada...........| Mississippi.
3 | Connecticut........ Ohio......ve0evrs,.| California.......,..| Idaho.............| California,
; 4 | Massachusetts.....| Utah.........ovoo0 | Oregone unns....s, Mississippi........{ Oregon.
. § | Malne.............[ Idaho..............} Nevada............| Montana..........| Moutana.
6 | Rhode Island,..... Delaware. .........| Montana,,.........| Oregon............| Massachusetts.
7 | New Jersey... New Jersey. ‘Washington. .. ....| North Daketa.....| Nevada.
8 | Michigan,....,.....| Michigan...,......| North Dakota..,..| California.........| Idaho,
9 | Mississippi.........| ToWReasisernnes,...| Kansas. ..., .| South Dakota.....| North Dakota,
10 | Wisconsin. ........ Indiana............| Michigan..,.. Colorado. .,.,..,..| Washington,
1z | California..........| Illinols.......... ...| Arizona...... +vvr.| Washington.......| Colorado,
12 | Dist, of Columbia..| Washington. ...... South Dakota..... Arizona...........| Kansas,
13 | New York.........] Peansylvania......| Ohio...............| Kausas,...........| South Dakota.
14 | Ohio.....vuvevsnuss| Kansas....,.......| Minnesota....... ..| Wyoming.........| Iowa.
15 | Missouri,....,...0.| Oregon............| Colorado.,.........} Nebraska.........| Minnesota,
j 16 | Colorado...........| California, .| Nebraska..... .} Yowa... vavsss| Maine,
17 | Minnesota, ,.... ‘Wisconsin New Hampshire. ..} Alabam v eeo] South Carolina,
18 | Illinols...... .| Maine..... .| Towa....oet. .| Texas... +vea.| North Carolina.
19 | New Hampshire., | Maryland..... Wyoming.......... Oklahoma...,.,...| Vermont.
20 | Kansas............| Connecticut........| Vermont....,......| Atkansas..........| Tennessee,
ax | Nevada..,.,..,....[| Minnesota, ........ Mississippi.........| New Mexico.......| Arizona,
22 | Montana...........[ South Dakota, . ...| Dist. of Columbia..| Massachusetts,....| Arkansas.
" 23 | Wyoming..........| Colorado......,....| Florida....,.......| Tennessee.........| Alabama,
24 | Arizona,...........| Vermont,..........| New York.........| Florida..,.........| Nebraska,
25 | Pennsylvania .| New York.... Alabama..........| South Carolina..,.| New Hampshire,
a6 | Indiana,...... «.vs.| Nebraska.,. .| Maine......oooo0..| Maine.. ool ..| Dist. of Columbia.
27 | South Dakota.....| Missouri...... .| Iilinois.....,.....,.} North Carolina,...| Wisconsin.
28 | Vermont...........| Dist. of Columbia..| Texas..............| Mingesota.........| Wyoming,
29 | Delaware,.........| New Hampshire.,,| New Mexico..,....| New Hampshire..| New Mexico.
30 | New Mexico.,.....| Montana....,...... Delaware..........| Vermont,.....,...| Texas.
31 | Idaho..............| Nevada...,........| Missouri........... Dist. of Columbia.| Florida.
32 | Washington....... ‘Wyoming..........| Penusylvania...,..! Georgia....,......| Connecticut,
33 | North Dakota,....| North Dakota..,,..| Massachusetts..... Ohio......vaiene ..} Oklahoma.
34 | Oregon. ... South Carolina,..,.| Tennessee. ........| Wisconsin.........| Virginia,
| 35 | Utah.... .| Arizona............| West Virginia. ....{ Virginia,..........| Illinois.
i 36 | Arkansas. . .| Mfississippi.........| Oklabhoma.........| Missouri...........| Ohio.
37 | Oklahoma....... ..| New Mexico.......| South Carolina. ...} Michigati..........| Rhode Island,
38 | Maryland..........| North Carolina.....| Connecticut. IHinois. . ..| Georgia.
39 | Georgia.,..........| West Virginia......| Arkansas..........] Connecticut. .| New York,
40 | Florida............] Kentucky......... Indiana......... ..| West Virginia,....| Indiana.
41 | South Carolina.....| Tennessee..........| Wisconsin.........| Kentucky......... Missouri.
42 | Kentucky..,...... Tlorida.............| New Jersey........| Louisiana. .,......| Delaware.
43 | Louisiana... | Texas..............| North Carolina. ...| Delaware..........| Michigan.
44 | West Virginia...., .| Virginia.. .| Virginia......,....| Indiana.... Kentucky.
45 | ‘Tennessee, ,.,.....| Alabama,...,,....| Kentucky......... New York., West Virginia, .
46 | North Caralina. , , .| Oklashoma.........| Georgia...........| New Jersey........| Louisiaua.
47 | Virginia.,.....,...| Arkansas,.,.......| Maryland..........| Peansylvania..... New Jersey.
48 | Alabama..........| Georgia............| Louisiana......... .| Rhode Island. . ...| Pennsylvania,
40 | Texas....... vvree..| Louisiana,.........| Rhode Island......| Maryland. ........| Maryland,




96 SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN 1920.

THE GENERAL SITUATION.
Precompulszon age.

If the rates for the several States are considered, great variation
appears in the attendance of the native stock at 5 and 6 years of

e.” The differences are due, in part, to the facilities provided,
to the ease of communication, and to the general attitude toward
education. Some States encourage early attendance by placing
the lower extreme of free attendance age as early as 3 or 4 years.
In others the free attendance age does not begin until 7 years.
States that are mainly urban tend to lead in the development of
kindergartens. Where the population is scattered over a large
area, the difficulties of safe transportation, particularly during
the inclement winter months, make attendance infeasible for
the very young. In some sections there is a tendency for parents
to free themselves from the responsibility and care of the children
during the busy hours of the workday. In the main, however,
unless there is a definite desire on the part of parents to give
educational opportunity to their children, attendance does not
begin until required.

Table 19 shows the distribution of the rates for the various
States arranged in descending order, and Table 25 the specific
rates. The New England States, and those of the Middle
West which have derived their traditions from them, head the
list, Towa, Nebraska, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, and
Rhode Island having rates of 6o per cent and over. At the lower
extreme are found the States of the South, Virginia, Alabama,
and Texas having rates below 30 per cent. In general, the States
of the far West stand low. Ounly one of the New England States,
Vermont, 39.2 per cent, has a rate lower than that for the United
States as a whole, 40.9 per cent. None of the States of the
Middle West is below this general proportion. In only two of
the Southern States, Mississippi, 54.8 per cent, and District of
Columbia, 53.0 per cent, are the rates higher than this average.
California, 53.0 per cent, is very high compared with the rest of
the far West, and Nevada, 44.1 per cent, Montana, 43.9 per cent,
Wyoming, 43.4 per cent, and Arizona, 42.7 per cent, though low,
are relatively well above their neighbors.

In the New England States and in the other Northern States
east of the Mississippi River educational tradition, economic
prosperity, ready means of commumnication and centralization
of population conduce to high proportions of attendance at
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the precompulsion age. The lack of all these conditions prevents
a relatively large attendance in the South. In the Mountain and
Pacific States tradition is diverse and there are wide areas with
sparse populations. '

As will be seen later urban rates are, in general, much above
rural rates under the same or similar legislation and for equal
degrees of economic well-being. Where the proportion urban is
small there is consequent lowering of the general rate.

TaBLE 19.—ScHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF NATIVE
PARENTAGE 5 AND 6 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920,

[Source: IPourteenith Census, Vol. III, ‘Table 2, for the several States.]

STATES CLASSIFIED ACCORPING TO SCHOQL ATIENDANCE.
tanding
attending B
school. f;relxl-lgf List of States.
Stutes.
60-64..9 6 | Jowa  Nebr. Conn. Mass. Me. R. L
i 55-59.9 2 |N.J. Mich.
' 50-54.0 4 | Miss. Wis, Calif. D.C )
45-°49.9 8 IN.Y. Ohio Mo. Colo. Minn, IIL N.H. Kans.
40-44.9 7 { Nev. Mont. Wyo. Ariz. Pa. Ind. S. Dak.
t Vt. Del. N.Mex. Idaho Wash. N. Dak. Oreg.  Utah
35739-9 1IT NArk,  Okla. Md.
30-34.9 8 | Ga. Fla. 8. C. Ky. La. W, Va. Tenn. N.C.
25-20.9 1 | Va.
20-24.9 |.....
15~19.9 1 | Ala,
10-14.9 1 | Tex.

1 On account of the large nimber of States it is necessary to devote two lines to the group,

The compulsory pertod.

The school-attendance rates for the ages 7 to 13 years indicate
clearly two distinet groups of States, those with rates from 93.0
to 96.9 per cent and those from 85.0 to go.g per cent. The latter
group consists of the States of the South Atlantic, East South
Central and West South Central divisions and the lower edge of
the Mountain tier; the former is made up of the States in the
northern and western areas. Four notable exceptions appear,
Delaware, Maryland, District of Columbia, and South Carolina,
which, though southern geographically, pertain more nearly to
the North in their educational systems and problems. Arizona,
with a rate of 92.8 per cent, falls between the two groups. The
general rate for the whole United States, 92.2 per cent, is the
dividing line between the two groups.

[ garey T R—
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As is to be expected, the States of Type I are found near the
top of the list, while those of Type II are somewhat lower. ‘Types
II1 and IV are the lowest. Notable exceptions to this general
statement are Ohio, Utah, Idaho, Michigan, Iowa, and Wash-
ington, which, though of Type II, are in the highest quarter, and
Peunsylvania, Wisconsin, Maryland, and Connecticut, of Type I,
but in the second quarter. In the southern group, South Caro-
tina, of Type III, has a surprisingly high attendance rate, while
Arizona, of Type IV, ranks very high as compared with what
would be expected from the general situation in that State.

Each of these variations from type is easily understood when
the legislation in force and the machinery of enforcement are
considered. (See pp. 22 ) In general, the rates throughout this age
group are determined almost solely by the nature of the laws and
the fashion in which they are administered. While density of pop-
ulation, economic status, and means of transportation directly and
materially affect the rates at the earlier years, during the period
of enforced attendance their influence is more largely indirect,
and is manifested by the different States and sections of the
samie State in the varying severity with which the enactments
are carried out.

TABLE 20.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF NATIVE
PARENTAGE 7 TO 13 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920,

[Sottrce: Fourteenth Census, Vol, I1I, Table 2, for the several States.]

STATES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING 10 SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.

Per cdent
attending Nim-

school.” | her of List of States,
States.

96-96. 9 4 |Mass. R.I. Ohio Utah

95-95. 9 o |IdahoDel. - N. J. Mich. Jowa Ind. IlIl. Wash. Pa.

94-94.9 | 11 |Kans Qreg. Calif, Wis. Me. Md. Conn.Minn. 8. Dak. Colo. Vt.
03-93.9 | 10 |N. Y.Nebt. Mo. D.C.N.H. Mont. Nev. Wyo. N. Dak.S. C.
92-02. 9 1 |Ariz,

9I~QL. 9 |ev:os

90-90. 9 2 |Miss. N.Mex.

80-80. 9 2 [N.C. W.Va.

88-88. ¢ 4 |Ky. Tenn, Fla. Tex.
87-87. 9 2 |Va. Ala.

86-86.9 | 2 |Okla. Ark.

85-85. 9 2

Ga. La.

The period of permiited absence.

While, in many States, legislation requires attendance during
the ages 7 to 13 years, beginning at 14 or 15 years labor permits
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are granted to those who, through necessity or inclination, wish
to enter industry. The laws of the various States differ widely
in their provisions, both as regards age at which permits are
granted and other conditions. (See pp. 22 ff.) In some the com-
pulsory period ends at 14 years or earlier,! and in some no re-
strictions prevail at or after 14 years. However, 14 and 15
years may be considered the period when attendance is stipu-
lated but absence allowed.:

Table 21 shows the distribution of the attendance rates among
the native white of native parentage for this age group, and
Table 30 the specific rates. While from 7 to 13 years attendance
is maximum, a material fall in rates occurs as soon as the re-
strictions are lifted. Thus the general rate for the United States
in the younger group is 92.2 per cent, and in the older, 83.9 per cent.

TaBLE 21.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF NATIVE
PARENTAGE 14 AND 15 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920,

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. III, Table 2, for the several States.]

STATES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING T0O SCHOOX, ATTENDANCE.
ttending
attending "
school. Ilfel:-n;f List of States.
States.
94-94.. 9 1 | Utah
93-93.9 [.....
02-92.0 1 Idaho "
91~-0I.9 4 | Calif. Oreg. Nev., Mont.
90~00.9 2z | Wash. N, Dak.
89~89.9 3 | Kans. Mich. Ariz.
88-88.9 s | 8.Dak. Ohio  Minn. Colo. Nebhr.
87-87.9 4 | N.H. Jowa Wyo. Vt.
86-86.9 2 | Miss. D.C.
85-85.9 | 4 | Fla. N.Y. Ala. Me.
84-84.9 4 | I Tex. N.Mex. Del.
83-83.9 2 | Mo. Pa.
82-82.9 5 | Mass. Tenn. W.Va. Okla. S.C.
81-81.9 3 | Conn. Ark, Ind.
80-80.9 1 | Wis,
79-79.9 | & |[N.J].
78-18.9 2 | N.C. Va.
77119 | 1 Ky,
76-76.9 2 | Ga. Md.
757759 |-
74-74.9 | = | La
737739 fov.ns
72~72.9 1 | R.I.

Comparison of the rates for the two periods in the several States
shows a marked drop in each instance. The degree of change,
however, differs materially, State by State. Thus, while during

!In Virginia there seems to be no required attendance after the age of 12 years,

[0 gt TR SRR
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the compulsory petiod Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and othets
of the industrial Northern States are highest in the list, during
the period when nonattendarnce is permitted they fall to a com-
paratively low relative position. Rhode Island takes last place
instead of a very high one; New Jersey moves from seventh from
the top to eighth from, the bottom; much the same is true of
Wisconsin, Indiana, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Penusylvania,
and the rest of the industrial group.

‘L'he positions at the head of the list previously held by the urban
manufacturing States are taken by the rural Western States,
particularly those of the Pacific and the Mountain divisions,
Many of the Southern States, which from 7 to 13 years were
almost uniformly low, are found toward the center of this dis-
‘tribution. Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, and Texas are found
well above Massachusetts, Connecticut, and New Jersey.

All the States of Type I have moved from the upper half to
the lower half of the list and one State of Type II, Maine, is found
below the middle of the array. All of the Southern States which
remain in the lower half, except Maryland and Delaware, were in
the lower half at 7 to 13 years.

These changes are due almost. entirely to the influence of
industrial opportunity. In the minds of most laymen there is
the presumption that industry primarily attracts foreign-born
children and that its influence on the school attendance of the
native white of native parentage at this age is less than the effect
of agriculture. The data shown in Table 21 indicate that this
presumption is unwarranted.

It is evident that poor facilities do not reduce the rates as
extensively as might be supposed. In many States where there
is mediocre equipment for efficient training, attendance is surpris-
ingly high. This is particularly true of the States of the South.
When comparison is made between the Southern and the Western
States it should be borne in mind that but few of the former
extend the compulsory period beyond 14 years, while most of the
latter require attendance as late as 15 or 16 years and have but
scant provision for labor permits.

The years of voluniary but cusiomary attendance.

Still greater falling off in attendance of native white of native
parentage is found at 16 and 17 years (see Tables 22 and 31). In
the United States as a whole the rate is 48.7 per cent, as compared
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with 83.9 per cent at 14 and 15 years and gz.2 per cent from 7 to

13 years. Indeed, in but one State, Utah (75.2 per cent), is the
rate at 16 and 17 years as high as the worst States at 14 and 15
years (Rhode Island, 72.3 per cent, and Louisiana, 74.6 per cent).
In some? the fall is over 50 per cent of the rate at 14 and 15.

The tendencies noted at 14 and 15 years are strengthened at 16
and 17 years. Thus, at the latter age the highest quarter of the
States, 12 in number, contain all the States of the Pacific and
Mountain divisions except Wyoming and New Mexico, and no
other States except Mississippi, North Dakota, and South Dakota.
These three are the States which have the highest per cent rural
in the total population. It is interesting to note the strong tend-
ency in Mississippi for native white children of native parentage
to continue in school. This is not entirely explicable in terms
of the high per cent rural. Over half of the total population
is negro, and with so large a supply of unskilled labor available,
the native white children are not needed in that type of em-
ployment. It is probable that out of the race problem itself has
grown a social tradition favorable to white education. Certain
it is that in spite of the local-option provision in the laws and
very lax requirements for labor permits, the children continue in
school. It should be remembered, of course, that the attendance
rates do not indicate the quality of education afforded. Mississippi
ranks very low in per capita expenditure for schools. Since this
is based, however, upon figures which include the negro popula-

" tion and expenditures for negro schools, it is not a fair criterion
of the facilities afforded the white children. .

Further scrutiny of the list shows that the lowest quarter is
made up of the most highly industrialized States of New England
(Massachusetts excepted), industrial Illinois, the Middle Atlantic
States, the southern border States, and Louisiana. Indiana and
the mountaineer States, Kentucky and West Virginia, are also
included. Queer neighbors these, brought into similar situations
by the force of economic pressure or poor educational standards.

Midway in the list are the semiurban States of the Middle West
and the rural States of the South. In the former the tendency
in the agricultural regions for attendance to continue high is par-
tially offset by the pull of industry in urban centers. In the South
certain social factors and the slight industrial influences tend

YPhese are: New Vork, 8s.5 per cent, 14 and 15 vears, to 40.3 per cent, 16 and 14 years; New Jersey, 79.4
pex cent, 14 and 15 years, to 38.4 per cent, 16 and 1y years; Pennsylvania, 83.c per cent, 14 and 15 yenss, to
38.0 per cent, 16 and 1y years; Maryland, 76.5 per cent, 14 and 15 years, to 34.3 per cent, 6 and 1y years.

v
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to favor voluntary school attemdance in spite of poor schoel
facilities.

" While in the age group 7 to r3 years (see p. 98) the States of
Types I and II are at the top of the list and those of Types 11T
and IV are at the bottom, in the years 16 and 17 we find a
material modification of this order. Im the lower half of the dis-
tribution are found all of the 10 States of Type I except Massa-
chusetts, g of the 23 States of Type II, and but 6 out of 16 of
Types TII and IV. The relatively lower position of States of
Type I is explained when the prolonged period of compulsory
attendance in this group of States is recalled.

TABLE 22.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF NATIVE
PARENTAGE IG AND 17 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920.

[Sotiree; Fourteenth Census, Vol, ITI, Table 2, {or the several States.]

STATES CLASSIPIRD ACCORDING TO SCHOOL ATIENDANCEH.
vandn
a ing -
schoal. | N7 List of States,
Stutes,
75775-9 1 | Utah
66-66.9 1 | Nev
65-65.9 1..... .
64—64.9 2 | Idaho  Miss.
63-63.9 1 | Mont
62-62.9 |.....
61-61.9 3 | Oreg.  N.Dak. Calif.
Go-6o.9 |.....
59-59-9 |.....
58-58.9 3 |S.Dak. Colo. Wash.
57-57.9 2 | Ariz. Kans.
50-56.9 {.....|" )
55-55.9 3 | Wyo. Nebr. Towa
54~54.9 4 | Ala. Tex. Okla. Ark,
§3-53.9 3 | N.Mex. Mass. Tenn. Fla. 8. C
$2—52.¢ r | Me.
§I-51.9 1 |[N.C
50-50.9 | Minn.
49—49.9 3 | N.H. Vt D.C.
48-48.9 z | Ga. Ohio
47-47.9 2 | Wis. Va.
46—46.9 1 | Mo.
45~45.9 2 | Mich. Il
A44~44.9 |..... '
A3~43.9 4 | Conn, W. Va. Ky. La.
42—42.9 1 | Del.
4I~41.9 I Ind.
40~40.9 1 [ N.Y
39739.9 |-....
38~33.9 2 |N.T. Pa.
37379 | * | R
36~36.9 |.....
357359 ...
34-34.9 | © | Md.
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The period of higher education.

Though many students in the normal schools, colleges, and
universities of this country enter at 16 or 17 yeafs, a large
majority of those within the years of school age in residence at a
given time are 18, 19, or 20 years. And comparatively few of
. the school attendants at these ages are in institutions of lower

than normal-school or collegiate grade.?

In spite of a growing recognition of the ultimate economic
value of higher education, a further drop in the attendance rates
of the native white of native parentage is seen at 18 to 20 years.
In the whole United States little more than one-third of the
proportion of attendants for the years 16 and 17 are found at the
later period, the rates being 48.7 per cent and 17.5 per cent,
respectively. Inno State is there as high a rate at 18 to 20 years
as in the worst State at 16 and 17 years. In each the attend-
ance rate is cut to between one-half and one-third of the earlier
rate or less.!

The States vary materially in their provisions for higher edu-
cation. This is particularly true since the introduction of
“junior colleges” in the city school systems of certain States.
While in many sections there are small institutions giving courses
of near-college grade, the States that have high attendance rates
for this group are those with large institutions financed by city
or State, or, in the Fast, those with huge privately endowed
universities. Since the private institution draws very largely
from centers outside the State in which it is located, its relative
influence in its own locality is less pronounced than is that of the
public university financed with ample city or State appropriations.

Thus the upper quarter of the list consists of States with well-
established State colleges and universities, together with Massa-~
chusetts, where a large number of the older and better known
private institutions are centered. Connecticut, New Jersey, New
Yotk, and Pennsylvania—States having notable private colleges
and univerdities—are low in the list. .

The data for this age class will not bear too close scrutiny or
very elaborate analysis. As has previously been stated, students

“in colleges are frequently enumerated as residents of the center
in which the institution is located rather than in their place

8Tn some patts of the country night-school enrollment accotints for part of the attendance at this age.
i In Wyoming, New Mexico, ‘T'exas, Florida, Oklahoma, Ohio, Georgia, Missouri, Michigan, Kentucky,
West Virginia, and Iouisiana the drop is to less than one-third.
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of actual home residence. If the students at the United
States Naval Academy were included in the Maryland returns
that State would rank very high in the list. Oun the other hand,
it is probable that the high position of Massachusetts is largely
due to inclusion of actual nonresidents of that State. Similar
situations exist in the District of Columbia and in Rhode Island.

In general there seems to be a tendency in the industrial States
to take advantage of educational opportunities offered. In the
western agricultural sections the requirements of scientific
farming encourage late attendance. In parts of the South the
advantages of higher education tend to keep students in college.
In no section does the enrollment constitute a very large part of
the population of this age class, since in but four States ® do the
proportions exceed one-fourth.

TaBLE 23.—ScHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE of NATIVE
PARENTAGE 18 TO 20 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920.

{Sottrce: Fourteenth Census, Vol. IIT, Table 2, for the several States.]

STATHES CLASSIFIED ACCORDING 'TO SCHOQL ATTENDANCEH.
eraading
attendimg - .
sehoal, tl:gxf;gf List of States,
States.]
28~28,¢9 1 | Utah
27~2%,9 £ | Miss.
26-26. 9 r | Calif,
25-23,0Q 1 | Oreg,
24~24. 0 3 | Mont, Mass. Nev,
23~23. 9 3 | Idaho N.Dak Wash.
22~22. 9 2z | Colo. Xans.
21-21. 9 4 | S.Dak. Towa Minn., Me,
20~20. 9 5 [S8.C N.C Vit Tenn. Ariz.
10~19. 9 4 | Ark.,  Ala, Nebr. N, H.
18-18. 9 3 I D.C. Wis. Wyo.
I7~17. 0 2 |} N.Mex. Tex,
16-16. ¢ 4 | Fla. Conn. Okla. Va.
I5-15 g 8 | I Ohic R.I. Ga. N.Y. Ind. Mo. Del.
14-14. 9 3 | Mich, Ky. W. Va.
13~13. 9 3 | La. N.J. Pa
12-12. 9 T | Md.

L3

URBAN AND RURAL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE
WHITE OF NATIVE PARENTAGE,

Large differences exist in various parts of the country between
the attendance rates in urban centers and in rural districts. ‘This’
becomes particularly clear when the States are considered sepa-

b These are; Utah, 28 8 per cent, Mississippi, 24, 8 per cent, Califorsia, 26.0 per cent, and Oregon, 25. 4.
per cent,
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rately and when the rates for age classes are compared. Much has
previously been said regarding the contrasts between States which
are primarily urban and those essentially rural. It seems that the
differences are due rather to the peculiarities of the legislation in
force than to the degree of centralization of the population. Itis
necessary, therefore, to see how, uunder the satne laws, urban and
rural populations differ with regard to the percentage attending
school. ‘

Tables 24 to 27, inclusive, present attendance rates for the urban
and rural portions of the native white of native parentage class
in the United States, in the geographic divisions, and in the several
States, by subdivisions of the school age period. For the United
States and'the geographic divisions, the usual classes—7 to 13, 14
and 15, 16 and 17, and 18 to 20 years—are used, while in the
several States, the group 5 and 6 is added and the last three
classes are combined into a single age group, 14 to 20.°

At the years 5 and 6 the urban rate for the United States is
48.9 per cent and the rural is 36.4 per cent, a difference of 12.5
points, i. e., the urban is one-third again as large as the rural.
The rates for the several States show differences as large as 25.4
points (Wisconsin) and 21.2 points (Minnesota) in favor of urban
attendance, and 6.1 points (Mississippi) in favor of rural. In 40
States the urban rates are higher than the rural; in 8 the rural
rates exceed the urban.” These last are: Mississippi, 6.1; South
Carolina, 2.3; Nevada, 1.8; Delaware, 1.3; North Carolina, 1.0;
Alabama, 0.9; Rhode Island, 0.4; and New Mexico, 0.2 points. All
these except Rhode Island and Delaware are States preponder-
antly rural and their school programs are primarily adapted to
rural conditions. In Rhode Island there is practically no rural
population and the difference in rates may be due either to the
vagaries of chance in this small number of cases or to the class of
population living in the rural sections. There are rather more
well-to-do families in the country sections of Rhode Island than
elsewhere in the United States. An unusually large part of the
rural population of Delaware is centered in small incorporated
places, where there is probably good school organization.

9 ‘This is necessitated by the method of presenting the State figures in Vol, IIT of the Fourteenth Cen-
sus Reports.
7' There is no rural population in the District of Columbia,
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TABLE 24 —URBAN AND RURAL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG 'HE N ATIVE
WHITE 0F NATIVE PARENTAGE, BY AGE GROUPS, FOR THE UNITED
SrarEs AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS: 1920,

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch, XI, Tables 12 and z0.]

RATES.
) GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, 7 to 13 years, 14 and 15 years,

Total. Urban. Rural, Total. Urban. Rural.

United States............ 92. 2 94.9 g0. 6 83.9 84.9 83.3
New England...........0000. 98, 2 95. 9 94. 0 83.2 |- 830 83.6
Middle Atlantic............... 04. 7 94. ¢ 94. 3 83. 4 83. 6 83.2
East North Central, ........... 05 4 oz, 8 93. © 8z 4 86.6 | 843
West North Central............! 04.3 95 3 93. 8 86. 9 86. 9 86. 9
South Atlantic............... 89. 2 o4 T 87.7 79. 5 79. T 79. 7
East South Central............ 88. 3 93.- 0 87.4 32, 2 82,6 82.2
West South Central............| 8.0 92.7 85. 4 82. 0 84. 2 81. 4
Mountain. ......oo.oovenneLL 93.9 05.2 | 03.3 89.9 90. 4 89. 7
Pacific. .......ooevvviicii i) 048 95. 2 94. 4 0L 3 01.0 0L 0

=

16 and 17 years. 8 to 20 years.

«GHOGRAFPHIC DIVISION.
Total. " | Urban. Rural, Total. Urban. | Rural,

United States............ 48. 7 46, 2 50, 2 17. 8 7.8 17. 5
New England., ............... g0, 0 50. 6 48. 8 21, T 21. 8 19. 5
Middle Atlantic............... 38.9 38.6 39.3 13.9 14. T 13. 6
Hast North Central............ 45. 8 45. 4 46. 1 15. 9 15 8 13. ¢
West North Central............|] &s5z.2 50. 6 52. 9 19. 2 20. 6 18, 4
South Atlantic,.............. 47.3 42,0 49. 2 16. 9 6. 1 7. 3
Bast South Central............ 51, 8 44. 6 53.5 19.2 16. 1 20, Q
West South Central............ §2. 7 81 4 §3.1 17. 0 17,9 16. 7
Mountain. .................... 61. 8 63. 8 60. 8 22. 6 26. 0 20, 7
Pacific,...ooooveeniniinninn., 6o. 4 6o. 8 50.9 25. 2 26. 6 23. T

DIFFERENCES IN RATES.
7 to 13 years. 14 and 15 years. 16 and 17 years. 18 to 20 years.
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION,
Urban | Rural ([ Urban | Rural || Urben | Rural || Urban | Rural
higher | higher || higher { higher || higher [ higher || higher | higher
by— by— by— by— by— by— by— | by—

United States. ..[ 4.3 |....... 90 0 R | PR 40 oo
New Hngland. ......| 1.g |veeeiifiun.... o6 8. 2.3 ..00s
Middle Atlantic......| o6 ....... L T PR | P 0.7 0.5 [ieoen.
Fast North Central...| .8 {....... 2.7 ool oyl o1
West North Central. .| 1.5 {.......foeeeiifeniiiflona. ... 2.3 2.2 | oo
South Atlantic.......| 6.al.......|....... 0.6 ... ..., 702 Jlovvenns 1.2
Fast South Central...| 6.5 ({....... (-9 NP P 8oll....... 3.9
West South Central...| 7.3 [v...... 2,8 [ e, 104 ;AT
Mountain............ £ 2 2 PO (-2 1 PR 30 [einan [T S
Pacific, ..............] o8 ....... QG fonis -3 T A 35 [veenan
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From 7 to 13 years the urban rates are almost universally
greater than the rural. In the United States as a whole the urban
population attends in a larger proportion than does the rural, the
rates being 94.9 per cent and 9o.6 per cent, respectively. A sitni-
lar situation is found in the several geographic divisions. Only
in Wyoming and Idaho are the rural rates the higher. In Massa-
chusetts and in Indiana the rates are equal. In the upper part of
the list, consisting of the States of Types I and II, the differences
are very small, the largest (3.9) being in Maryland. At the lower
extreme, however, where the States of Types III and IV are con-
centrated, the differences are great, ranging as high as 9.7 points
in Oklahoma.

In the South,® as the general rates decrease, there is a tendency
for the rural rates to decrease. ‘The urban rates, however, remain
high. The lowest urban rate recorded is Texas, 91.7 per cent, and
the highest Kentucky, 94.7 per cent, whereas the rural rates range
from 8z2.9 per cent in Louisiana to 92.8 per cent in South Carolina.
The rural rates are invariably lower than the urban rates, the dif-
ferences rising almost uniformly from 0.8 point in South Carolina
to 9.7 in Oklahoma, with decrease in the gemeral rates. While -
the urban rates show a close approximation to those in the rest
of the United States, the rural rates are startlingly low in com-
parison to corresponding urban rates or to the rural rates of other
regions. ‘The importance of this becomes more striking when it is
realized that in all of these States the rural population greatly out-
numbers the urban. *

It is difficult to realize that in all the Southern States from
1 in every 5 to 1 in every 14 of the rural native white children
7 to 13 years of age, born of parents who were themselves
native born, are not receiving even the simplest fundamentals of
education. In the rural sections of thisregion there are to be found
approximately 32 per cent, or almost one-third, of all the
native white of native parentage 7 to 13 years in the whole
United States. It is, then, no insignificant portion of the native
stock that is being meglected. When the words “‘assimilation”
and “ Americanization” are used as indicating a duty to the for-
eigner, it is hard to see where, in formal education, this “‘assimila-

& Among the States customarily classified as Southern, the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Dela-
sware are usually included, Here they have been omitted, as they belong rather to T'ypes I or IIthan
to IIT or IV. Arizona and New Mexico, though usually included with the Mountain States, are added,

since they are of T'ype IV.
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tion”’ will lead him. - It would appear that *‘ Americanization” of the
native stock is equally important.

An interesting and valuable study of the various sections of the
South could be made if data for this class of the population were
published by counties.? These low State rural rates in many in-
stances are probably produced by the extremely poor school facil-
itiesin certain counties of the several States. Great variation exists
in provisions for education in rural areas, due to the unfortunate
policy widely prevalent in the South, of leaving almost exclusive
control of planning, financing, and law enforcement in the hands of
local authorities. Prosperous counties, while providing adequately
for their own needs, contribute little or nothing to their less fortu-
nate neighbors. Inhabitants of barren+and unproductive reaches
can not appropriate the sums needed for proper facilities. Difficul-
ties of communication add to the problem in the sparsely settled
areas and increase relative costs. Here, the spread of the newer atti-
tude toward educationisslow. Traditionalinertia, complicated with
general social and mental retardation, constitutes a strong barrier.
Without at least state-wide participation in planning and financing
local school programs progress must be slow indeed. With the
continued migration from rural areas to urban centers, the cost
to the latter of a narrow and selfish policy is obvious.

It is to be hoped that in some not far distant day an agency
with funds at its disposal will see fit to make use of the data which
are available from this and previous censuses. Iocalization of
the problem is a first step in its 'solution. A thorough-going
reconnaissance would be easy, using data already gathered but
still untabulated. That essential quality, general comparability,
a quality not frequently found in the fragmentary, intensive,
independent studies which are usually made, is an important
advantage of the census material.

In the group 14 to 20 years there is a tendency for rural rates to
be greater than urban. In the total United States the difference
is 4.0 points, the urban rate being 44.1 per cent and the rural 48.1
per cent. In only 13 States ' are the urban rates higher than the
rural. Among these the most striking are Wisconsin, where the
rural rate is very low (41.9 per cent),and Nevada, where the urban

? These data, though not in published form, are available in the files of the Bureau of the Censns for
such research.,

0 The States showing an excess of wrban rate over rural are: Wisconsiu, 11.8; Nevada, vo.2; South Dakots,
6.5; North Dakota, 4.5; Mrine, 2.9; Minnesota, 2.8; Idahe, 1.9; New Hawmpshire, 1.4; Arizona, 1.1; Montans
o.9; New Mexico, o.4; Pennsylvania, o.4; and Oklahoma, o.3. !
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rate (64.6 per cent) is the highest in all the States. ‘The States
having the largest differences favorable to rural attendance are
Delaware (12.0 points), North Carolina and Mississippi (10.3 points
each), Tennessee (9.5 points), Michigan (8.2 points), and Indiana
(8.0 points). In Delaware, North Carolina, and Indiana the urban
rates are very low. In Mississippi the rural rate is extremely
high, being exceeded only by Utah. Tennessee and Michigan
have low urban rates and high rural rates.

This is too broad a grouping for satisfactory analysis, however,
since there is great variation among the States in the stringency
of legislation affecting the early years of the period. If the data
for the total United States and for the geographic divisions are
analyzed, some striking facts appear. '

At 14 and 15 years the urban rate for the total United States
(84.9 per cent) exceeds the rural (83.3 per cent) by 1.6 points.
Only in the New England and South Atlantic divisions are the
rural rates the higher.*

At 16 and 17 the rural rate for the United Statesis 50.2 per cent,
or 4.0 points higher than the urban, whichis 46.2 per cent. At this
period the only sections with urban rates higher than rural are
the New England, Mountain, and Pacific divisions,  where the
differences are 1.8, 3.0, and 0.9 points, respectively. The general
effect of industry and comimercial pursuits is here seen in striking
fashion. ‘The high urban rates in New England and the far West
are due partly to the excellent facilities for secondary education
afforded by the cities. In comparison with rural rates they ap-
pear particulatly high because of the inclusion among the native
white of native parentage of a large part of the second generation
of French Canadians and Mexicans, who swell the numbers of
rural nonattendants and thus reduce rural rates.

For the group 18 to 20 years the urban and rural rates are identi-
cal for the United States as a whole. Most of the divisions have
swung back to an excess of urban attendance. The exceptions
are the East North Central, the South Atlantic, and the East
South Central divisions. In the first of these the difference is
slight. In the other two there may be some industrial influence,
coupled with the trend toward higher agricultural education.
But it is more probable that imperfections of enumeration play a
predominant part.*

11 In the West North Central division the rates are equal.
13 Many of the important colleges apd universities in the South Atlantic and Bast South Centraf divisions
are located in rural districts. ‘This is less true for the rest of the United States. Since enumerators are

inclined to record college students as residents of the college towns, this would tend to exaggerate
rural attendance in the South, and urban elsewhere,

70080°—24——9
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TABLE 25.—URBAN AND RURAL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE
WHITE oF NATIVE PARENTAGE 5 AND 6 YEBARS OF AGE, BY STATES:

1920. .
{Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. III, Table 2, for the several States.]

Urban Rural

STATH. Total. Urban. Rural, ;ﬁg‘ﬁr }f&%fir

by— by—
Towa. . .oooiiiii i 64. 0 73.3 60. 0 I303 feeienn.
Nebraska. .. ..o coevivrianieiien 63. 3 73 3 60. 3 13.0 Joeenins
Conmnecticut, .. ....covviunvnnan, 63. 0 6v. 6 56,7 0.9 |o.o.....
Massachusetts. .. .oovvvvvivieinnn 62. ¢ 62. 8 53. 5 93 foeeein.
Maifie. .. .oovvvei i 6o. 3 66. 8 87,7 QI foeiinn,
Rhode Island. ..........co.vnvens 6o. o 6o. 0 60.4 |l .vuinnnn 0.4
New Jersey. .o vvvnvenininnres 50. 0 50. 3 58. 2 LI foeue...
Michigan. ........ 57. 4 63.0 8L g b3 S S NN
Mississippl. oo ionr i i ianes 54. 8 49. 4 85.5 [looiviun.. 6.1
WISCONSIL. .o vvvvvninererinrnes 54, 4 70, I 44. 7 25.4 Joovenn.
California, .....ooovveevnainns o 53.0 58. 1 44. 7 3.4 |oovo...
District of Columbia............ §3.0 53.0 () e
New York.......ooovvinvininss 49. 6 §3.3 41,2 L0 S PO
16745 (A A 46. 8 5o. 2 43, 2 - T PO
Missouril. covvve i ivivnnveennns 46. 4 56. 5 41.6 g |
Colorado. ..ovvvvvr v i 46. 2 57. 4 30.6 7.8 (...
Minmesota. o vovvvvinenerinnenss 45. 7 50. 3 381 252 ool
linois. ...... P TR PPRR 45. 4 47 % 43.7 304 Jooainn.
New Hampshire. ................ 45. 2 51.8 38. 7 S A RN
Kansas,..........oocviviinan, 45. 2 474 44. 3 T S P,
Nevada. c.vevvevin v 44. 1 42.6 444 fouoaion 1.8
Montana. ..........ooviiiinnns 43. 9 52.1 41, IO fue..n..
Wyoming. .. co.ovvvvinniniiines 43 4 44. 5 43 1 L4 |vevein.
ATIZONA. oo v ii i e 42. 9 47, 4 40. 4 7.0 e
Pennsylvania.......co.ovveus.s. 42,0 44.0 39.6 Ad feieenn.
Indiana. c.o.ovvviiiniiniiaaen, 41. 8 48 2 30. 4 58 ool
South Dakota.................. 4L 7 47.3 40.8 6.5 [iveinn.
UNITED STATES....ovvvvnrinnn. 40.9 48.9 36. 4 28 |,
Vermont. ........ooovieiiiiann 39.2 513 35-3 6.0 |.......
Delaware. .....ooovvveei v 30. 1 38.4 3.7 lloooiinn. 1.3
New Mexico...... 38.8 336 38.8 fi......... o2
Idabo.....ooovviiniiiniinn 38.0 38.9 37.8 LI foeenen.
Washington. ......oveevvivinn 37.8 40.2 357 45 foooiia.
North Dakota............ovv... 36.6 4304 35.5 2 T PN
Oregon. .vovvvnvinnienvieanin.s 36.3 38.4 34. 8 3.6 ...
Utalt, oo oociie i 36. 1 457 32.6 {955 S P
Arkansas........coieiiiieiii 355 389 35.0 3.0 foooooe.
‘Oklahoma, ..ovvvuivviininennen, 35.2 46. 2 32.5 I307 eeeennn
Maryland. .....ocoonninnanion 351 350 331 309 foereins
Georgia......ovoi i, 33.8 36.6 33.2 Bed feeeanes
Florida. . ...coviininn e, .2 42.0 o, ILT7 foeen.n.

; 33 30.3 7

South Carolina, ................ 33.0 31.0 333 flevecenien 2.3
Kentueky. ..o.ooovvvaiiiiiin, 32 4 39.3 3L I 82 IL.......
Loudsiana. .. ..oocvveniviinnnnn 3Lg 42,9 27,7 5.2 f......
West Virginda.................. 3L 3 36. 8 30.0 6.8 ...l
Tentessee. oo vouveeeiinien., 3L I . 32.8 30.7 -2 S N
North Carolina................. 30 6 2g. 8 308 ... Lo
Virginda. .......ooooiiiiiin 26, 8 30. 1 25.9 402 Jooiions
Alabama. ... 8. g 8 2 IG L fleveeiinn. o9
Texas. .. .. e 13. § 5.3 13.0 23 |oooeins

! No rural population,
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TABLE 26.—URBAN AND RURAL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE,
WHITE OF NATIVE PARENTAGE 7 T0 13 YEARS OF AGH, BY STATES:

1 No rural population,

1920.
? [Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. IIT, Table 2, for the several States.]
Urban Rural
STALE AND TYPE. Total. Urban. Rural. lfi“gﬁfgr hriagtlfcs:r
' by~ by—
Types I anp IT.
' Massachusetts. .. .....o.oovinen, ¢6. 5§ 6. 6.5 loeeeveeee]nnnnn
Rhode Island. ...........ovvves 96. 1 36. 2 34~ 7 1§ feerenes :
Ohio. vvvvvei i 96. 1 g6. 5 05. 7 o8 |.......
L7 P 96. o 6. gb. o 35 S IO ;
Idaho. covvivnvieiiiiiins, 95.9 05%. g gbo ...l oI o
Delawate.......oooveviiiiiiinns 95. § 96. 6 04 7 L9 ferevens [
New Jersey............ 95. 4. 05. 5 05 3 o2 [,
Michigan..........ocoovvviina 95 3 95. 9 04. 7 6 - T IR
Towa............. Pt eiaas 95. 2 95.8 95. © o8 [.......
Indiana.........oooovueiiinin 95. I 95. 1 [T S | I PR
linols. ....oococvivn i 95 1 08, 2 95. I O {iviuns
Washington. ........oovvnnnnnnn . 95. 95. 4 94. 9 o5 [.......
Pennsylvania. .........ooeveedty 95. © 95. 3 94. 7 06 |.......
Kansas, .. covvviiiniinrreneens 94. 9 96. 1 04. 4 L7 oo
Oregon.....cooiivvni i 94. 96. 1 93. 8 2.3 |oeeennn
California. .......... 04. 7 04. 9 04. 4 8 i
Wisconsin. .. ... 04. 5 90. o 93. 6 204 fourians
Malfie, oo vovvr v et 94. 3 98 1 939 L2 Joeieans
Maryland. ..ooove o iiiniinnns 4. 2 00, 2 02. 3 39 Jooin.
Connecticut. ...........oiieny, 04. X 04. 1 04. 0 o1 |iii...
MInnessta, .o, oo veivvninnines. 94. I 4. 7 03.8 9 |.......
South Dakota...........covvui, 94. T 94. ¢ 04.0 0.9 {.oviins
Colorado. ......... P, 04. T 95. 6 93. 2 2.4 fooiiinn
Vermont. ..ooovvvveiiiiiiiinan, 94. 0 95. 5 93.6 LG fooiuen
New York 93. 9 94 3 03. 0 .3 |oeeenis
Nebraska. ......oovvve.n. . 93. 9 g5 2 03 8 LY {eeeeien
MISSOUTT. .. vi vt i i 93. 6 94. 8 93. © L8 [.......
District of Columbia............ 93. 6 03. 6 (“3 ................
New Hampshire. .....oooovvivn 035 o4. 6 92. 3 2.3 foerinin
Montana. .........oooviniiinnen 03. 5. 94.9 931 L8 [.......
Nevada........ccooovvvnnnnnnns, 03.3 93. 9 93 2 O F feveruis
Wyoming. ......cocovviiinnianns 93. 1 92. 3 933 |[ooereenn 1.0
North Dakota.................. 03. 0 05 4 92. 6 2.8 ...,
Tyegs III anp IV.
South Carolina. ............ocove. 93. 0 03.6 92. 8 08 J.......
Arizona. . ovv i i 92. 8 93.9 92. 3 L6 [.oi....
UNITED STATES. .ivvviiniinins 92. 2 94. 9 go. 6 43 |ooiiens
Mississippi. ....ooovvvicaiin go. 0 g2. 9 89. 6 3.3 loveiens
New Mexico.....ooovveieininnn 90. 0 93 3 89. 3 4.0 Joviins
North Carolina. ................ 8g. 5 92. 8 88. ¢ [ 7 J P
West Virginda. ................. 8g. 1 93.9 87.9 6.0 fiviiins
Kentucky.......oovvviinenniin, 88. 7 4. 7 87. 4 7.3 |eeerens
Tennessee. ....ooovvvviirennn.. 88.4 94.6 871 7.8 [eeenens
Florida., .. ..vovvveiiiininnens 88, 2 g4. I 86. 2 7.9 loveeins
TeXAS. o0 88. 0 gL. 7 86. 8 P T P
Virginia. ....ooovviiiiiiii et 8y, 9 93. 8 86. o 7.8 ...
Alabama. .........ooooiii 87.5 d 02. 3 80. ¢ BT fereven-
Oklahoma.................. ... 86. 5 94. 2 84. 5 0.7 fovvrien
Arkansas, ....ooov i 86. 2 94. 3 8s5. 0 0.3 fovrrenen
Georgia. ...l 85. 9 03.2 84. 0 1o T PO
Louisiana. ...........oooovvuit ; 8s5. 7 02. 4 82,9 95 loeriens
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TasLe 27.~—URBAN AND RURAL SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE '
¥ WHITE oF NATIvE PARENTAGE 14 TO 20 YHBARS OF AGE, BY STATES;

1920.
[Sottrce: Tourteenth Census, Vol, III, Table 2, for the several States.]

Utban Rural

STATE. Total. Urban, Rural, Iff;}?:r | I:?gtl.‘e:r

by— | by—

Utah......... T 63.9 63.8 63.9 Jleoeeiiins 0.1
Tdalo. oo v i i §7.6 59.0 §7.1 E Y- T PR
Misstssippi. ..o ovvieviiiinn 57.2 48.4 8.7 ool 10.3
Montana. .......coveeenvinnnnns 86.9 57.5 56.6 0.0 Jeeinnn.
Nevada, .. covevevi i eivnoinanen 56.% 64.6 544 10.2 Jo..i.e.n
North Dakota..............oovuen 6.5 6o.2 55.7 4.5 Lol
OFegOTL. ,evv v e 55.5 55.5 58,5 [leeveineiifiainnns
California. ......coeuiiiinn.nn . 54.2 §3.7 8.2 fleiioa.. 1.5
South Dakota, ......cooovvvnnnn 53.3 88.6 82.1 6.8 {.......
Washington.....oooveien ot $3.1 §2.2 §3.9 fleveeenis. 1.7
Colorado. ..... 52.% 52.§ 52.5 Jleeveereei]iiiiens
Kansas............ 52.5 49.5 83.9 fleveeinen 4.4
ToWa. oot iiin i 3I.1 50.8 B4 floersennns 0.6
Arizona, .. ..o i 1.0 5.9 50.6 b 3% J AR
Nebraska. ..., AN 50.9 50.9 =18 TN | AN
Minnesota. ........ooovoiaa, 50.8 52.5 49.7 2.8 |.......
Alabama. ., ........civiininns 50.6 44.4 §2.0 Jl......0.. 7.6
Massachusetts. ..........0.oooes 49.8 49.5 52,1 fl..... ..., 2.6
ATRANISAS. o vv e veiiii i e e 49. 49.5 49.8 ..ol ©.3
South Caraling. ....ccocvvvnrennn 49.4 46.2 80T floeeeenins 3.9
Wyoming. ..ovcvvivviinveiinnns 49.4 45.9 50.6 fl...v..... 4.7
TeIIICESCC. «v vv e e e v ciaenns 49.4 41.0 1.4 floeveinin. 9.5
Maine. .. covovvniniiinineiiinnas 49.2 5I.3 48.4 2.9 [covin.
Vermont, ....oovvieniniiinnnn 49.0 48.4 40.2 floevennnn. .8
Florida. ....vvviiieiiiniiiiain 43.6 46.9 49.2 Hoooo..l 2.3
New Mexico,.......... 43.5 48.9 48.% 0.4 |oeoi...
New Hampshire. ., .. - 48.4 40.1 47.7 T4 [oeerens
TRRAS. v vvvenrrecinniuanns 48.2 43.% 49.2 oo 3.4
Oklahoma. ......ocovvnvniininn, 48.1 48.3 48.0 0.3 |
North Carolina. ... covvvviianines 47.8 39.3 49.6 fleerioa.. 10.3
WISCOBSIT. e veaevev s e, 46.6 53.97 41.9 .8 ..,
UNITED STATES. oo v ovivevinenias 46.% 44.1 . 2% S | 4.0
Ohio ceviii it 46.0 43.7 486 ll......... 4.9
Michigan. cccvovvviiveniianin., 45.9 42.0 go.2 lloes.inn. 8.2
Illinois. .. .... e 45.0 43.7 46.3 fl.ooiian 2.6
MASSOULT. vuvs vt ienen s 44.8 40.5 47.3 foveeiinns 6.8
Geotgifl, v iereriviinnes P 44.0 40.9 45.0 ool 4.1
Virginda. covv i veieiiiin i 43.9 38.9 45.6 Joviininos 6.7
Connecticttt, o cvvveeniniiren.n, 43.6 43.1T 44.5 lrevereenn 1.3
West Virginia. 43.3 42.1 43.6 |l....ooln 1.5
Delaware........ e 42.9 . 36.2 48.2 ... 12.0
New York. o coevenniianviiininn. 42.7 40.6 47.5 feeeiviins 6.9
Kentuceky, .o ooviiiiniiiiian 42.3 39.5 43.0 Jloooiiain, 3.5
Indiana. ..., oo iiiiviicn e 42.3 37.8 48.8 fioo.ooil 8.0
District of Columbia.........;... 42.2 42.2 (60 TR | A P
Pennsylvania......cooovevvnin 41.1 A41.3 40.9 0.4 Jo.eiin
Touisiana.. .. ..ooveriieiannenns 41.% 38.1 42.6 fl...ooe 4.5
NewJersey. ..ooovvivrniinnenen. 39.0 39.2 4L.3 e 2.1
RhodeTsland. .........coooun 377 37.6 4.3 fooooo.n 3.7
Maryland. .....ovovvvvniiniain, 37.3 34.6 40.3 f...ooool 5.7

1 No rural populatiozn.
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THE SEX FACTOR IN SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OF THE NATIVE WHITE
OF NATIVE PARENTAGE.

In general, the attendance rates for fernales among the native
white of native parentage are higher than those for males. In
the United States as a whole for the total ‘‘school age” period the
rate for females is 67.3 per cent as compared with 66.6 per cent for
males. Table 28 shows the attendance rates in the several specific

age groups.

TABLE 28.—ScHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG ‘THE NATIVE WHITE OF
NaTive PARENTAGE, BY SEX AND AcGE GROUPS, FOR THE UNITED
SratEs AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS: 1920.

[Sotirce: Fourteenth Census, Vol. 11, Ch. XI, Table 12.]

RATES,

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION. 7 to 13 years. 14 and 15 years. 16 and 17 years. 18 to 20 years,
Male. | Female,|| Male. |Female. || Male. |Female.|| Male. |[Fewsle
United States. .... 020 o02.3| 834! 844 457 | sn.6| 17.3| I7.7
New England....... 95.2( 953 ( 89| 845 451 | 549 z0.7{ =213
Middle Atlantlc oo 9471 04.61 83.6| 8331 356 421 13.7] 142
Fast North Central.. . 054 | 9054 852 857 | 424 49.1| 156| 102
West North Central..] 04.2 | 94.3 86.x| 87.7 | 483 | 56z 18.6| 10.8
South Atlantic. ..... 800! 8.4 v0.x]| Bo.o) 456 48 ¢l x7.2| 6.6
East South Central...| 83.2 | 83.8 | 8r.9| 826 s5o.7| 530 19.4] 189
West South Central..| 86.6 | 87.31 8o.7| 83. 4| 40.9| 556| 16.6| 17.4
Mountain. ........... 939| 930l Bg.6! go3| s57.9| 658 215} 237
Pacific. ..............| 048] o490} go.5( 922 555 654l =250| 254

DIFFERENCES IN RATES.

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION. Male | Female Male | Female | Male | Female| Male |Female
higher | higher || higher | higher || higher | higher § higher | higher

by-— by— by— by— by— by— by— | by—
United States.....|....... 0.3 fliveen-. Lof....... 6og llovenns 0.4
New En land.......0....... -9 N | PP 2.6 0. ..., .8 [.oeinnn 08
Middle Atlantlc O T [vennnns -RF: 3 RN | F 6.5l ..0.in o5
Bast North Cemtral.. f...v.ifoeeeeriffornnns. N | Gl 0.6
West North Central. | ...... PR | O, Lot 283 | P 1.2
South Atlantic. .....|....... 04 fleevenen agfl...... 3.3 a6 {......
Fast South Central.. .|....... 0.6 f....... SR | R 2.3 T P
West South Central..[....... ay ... 2.7 o, o7l o8
Moumtain, oo vevvvedfoveniifiinen e loeian [N 2N | AN O T | PR 2.2
Pacific.. .......oovlooenn [ | P L | IR g0 fl....... o4

In the whole United States, at each age, a larger proportion
among females attends than among males. The differences are
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slight in the eatlier years, increasing to a maximum at 16 and 17
years, and dropping to a small amount at 18 to 20 years. The
same is true in the several geographic divisions. The only instances
in which male rates are higher than female rates are in the Middle
Atlantic division at 7 to 13 years and 14 and 15 years, and in the
South Atlantic and East South Central divisions at 18 to 20 years,
and in these the differences are small. In the FastNorth Central
and Mountain divisions at 7 to 13 years the rates for the sexes
are equal. As in the general rates for the United States, the
divisional rates show approximate equality of proportionate
attendance of the sexes at 7 to 13 years, material differences at
14 and 15 years, very large at 16 and 17 years, and moderate at
18 to 20 years.

‘The attendance rates of the sexes in the specific age classes for
the several States are shown in ‘Tables 29 to 32, inclusive, with
columns showing the differences in rates between the sexes.

At 7 to 13 years the rates for the sexes are nearly equal in most
of the States. Attention is again called to the very high rates,
total, male, and female in the States of Types I and IT and the
low rates in those of Types IIT and IV. No material differences®
between the male and female rates are found in the former group.
In those of Types III and IV, on the other hand, significant differ-
ences are found in almost every case. In three instances the male
rates are greater than the female, Arizona, New Mexico, and West
Virginia. ‘The greatest of these is in New Mexico, where it amounts
to 0.5 points.** 1In the other 13 States (all Southern States) higher
female rates are found.

It is difficult to explain this general tendency in the South at
this age. Possible interpretations may be found in the demand
for women teachers and in the traditions of the population. It
is doubtful if the influence of industry is sufficiently strong in
this region to constitute a material factor. In fact, some
evidence indicates that it is relatively slight. Were sex data for
the nativity groups available by States at each year of age, it
would be possible to clear up this point, since the economic influ-
ence would cause larger discrepancies in the later years of the
period than in the earlier, Without these facts no definite con-
clusion can bhe drawn.

13 Fhe largest difference i3 0.3 points, found in Maine, Vermont, and District of Columbia, int each
instance in favor of the female rate. ' '

14 This is possibly due to the attitude of the descendants of the old Spanish group who dre not fully
assimilated and among whom the position of females is stillinferior to that of males,
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TABLE 29—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
or NATIVE PARENTAGE 7 TO 13 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES:! 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol, II, Ch. XI, Table 12.]

Male rates | Female

STATE. Totul, Male. Temale, higher ;iaiijes

by— gher

by—

Typrs I anp IL
Massachusetts...........ovvvinn. 6. § 6. (o3-S | N IR
. Rhode Island................... 36. T 36 g 36 g 0.2 liiiui..
10 ¢+ 96. 1 96. 1 06.2 |l.....i..n or
L2 g6. © o6. 0 g6.o [l
Idaho. . .oooovveiiinaL 95. ¢ 05.9 g6.o |L........ 0.1
Delawate........oovvviniiiinn.. g5 5 95 5 955 Heeerenriibonionn,
New Jersey.......oooveniiaiinn, 95. 4 95 4 -0 N | AU PR
Michigan.........ocoviiiiinen 05 3 05 3 95. 2 01 [oeiuu..
Towa...ooveviiinnnn 95. 2 g5 2 953 .- -enn o1
Indiana...........oooeeeiiinns, o1 o051 T S | A PR
lnols. . cooveeviiiiieii il 95 g5. I (77 S0 | PR R
Washington.........c..vooeiunen, g5 t 95 I 951 ool
Pennsylvania..............ooe0s 95.© g5 I 95.0 0T |iiieinn
Kansas......oovviviiieninniaen 4.9 94. 9 o7 s T | Y I
L0 1o, 1 94. 8 94. 7 04.8 |l.oooain oI
California. ........oovvevoinnn. 4. 7 o4 7 V2 B | Y PN
Wisconsin ..., oo vvvenennnns, o4 5 04 § YIS | Y P
Maine. ., . 94 3 g4 T Q44 fleeeeiinis o3
Maryland 04 2 94. 2 043 oo oaenn o1
Connecticut 04 1 94. 1 (P70 S | PO P
Minnesota 04 T o4 T 042 ffoeriieins 61
South Dakota . 94X 94. 2 04. 1 (75 S PR
Colorado........ovvviiiieienens 04 I 04. 1 042 |loeieeenns oI
Vermont. .. ..vovvveieeiniennans g4.© 93-9 042 flovennnons 0.3
New,York....ooooviiiiiinann o, 93-9 93.8 0300 ([rrevenenn oz
Nebraska........ooovvenveionins 93- 9 04.0 939 or |i......
Missouri. .. vove v 03. 6 93§ 037 Jloeeeiiias 0.2
District of Columbia............ 93. 6 935 938 floe.ioi.. 0.3
New Hampshire................. 93-§ 933 9385 llovevoiiiigonin.
Montana.........ocovvieninnnne 03§ 93. 5 936 l.o.oo.... o.1
Nevada...oooooviinireniniiivns 933 03- 4 033 ot |
Wyoming........ooveviieinnn 93. I 93.0 93 L fleareerann oI
North Dakota............ovvne 93,0 93-0 92. 9 or |ooi....
Tyees III anp IV.

South Carolina....... N 03. 0 g2. 8 93T floeiiiinnn o3
AfZONA. oo vi e 92. 8 92. ¢ 02. 8 O foiriuns
UNITED STATES....vvvvvnien s 92. 2 92.0 92.3 lloveviains o3
Mississippi.....ooovvviiiiiann go.o 8g.3 Q0.5 leereenans 1.0
New Mexico............c.vnun- 90. 0 go. 2 80. 7 Qg foeee...
North Carolina............oovvet 80. 3 89. 3 8.9 [......... 0. 4
West Virginia. ............oo00 8g. 1 89. 2 8g. 0 0.2 |iooias
CRenttueky. oviii i 88. 7 88, 4 8.0 Jl.oiovians 0.6
TeNNeSSCE. «vvrveereerrinneanns 88. 4 88. 2 88,6 fl.oooonnnns 0. 4
Tlorida. .. oovvnvniviininennns 88, 2 87.9 8.4 [.....-... 0.5
TeXas covvvvivvneeiiirrnas 88.0 87. 7 882 fl.oo.an.n o5
Virginia, . c.oovveviiiiiiiiaiins 8.7 87.2 881 Jeviiiinn 0.9
Alabama.....covvveeiiinninnnns 87.5 87. 2 8.8 Hooooooun. a6
Oklahoma. ....ovvvvviiiinnnnns 86. 5 86. 0 87.0 fl......... 1.0
' ALkansas. e i iiiien e 86. 2 86. 0 86.4 J......... 0. 4
GeOtgia, v vviniee i 8s5.9 85.6 | 8.2 [......... 0.6
Louisiatia, oovvenvniniiininennss 8s. 7 4 | 8o ......... 0.0
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During the period 14 and 15 years the female rates in the
various States are, in general, much higher than the male. In
only 10" are the male rates in excess, with equality in none. In
3 of these, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, and Michigan, this is an
extension of the difference found at 7 to 13 years. The explana-
tion already attempted in the case of New Mexico at 7 to 13
years (see p. 114) is equally applicable at 14 and 15 years. In
Pennsylvania the industries are not such as attract boys under 16
years and the many preparatory schools hold large numbers in
school through this period. In Michigan the differences are too
small to warrant comment. Of the other States where differences
are in favor of males, West Virginia is the only ome which at
later ages shows a difference favorable to females. It seems
that at 14 and 15 years the native-born boys of native. parents in
this State ate less in demand in industry than are the girls, or
that some undiscovered, nonindustrial factor is at work. The
reasons for the large difference in Delaware are obscure.

Among the States in which female rates are greater than male,
the widest differences are found in Nevada, Wyoming, Maine,
District of Columbia, Texas, Massachusetts, Nebraska, and Vir-
ginda, in the order mentioned. In these the female rates are the
higher by from 3.0 to 4.6 points.

In the age group 16 and 17 very striking differences appear.
In only two States, District of Columbia (3.4 points) and Alabama
(1.7 points), are male rates higher than female. In Utah the
rates for the sexes are equal. In all the rest large preponderance
of female attendance is found.'® It is. infeasible here to deal
with any except a few of the more striking instances.

In the District of Columbia, where there is a large demand for
girls in the offices of the various Government bureaus, very low
female attendance is found. At the same time opportunities for
higher education and the obvious advantages of further training
tend to keep the boys in school. .

16 The States showing an excess of male rate over female are: Delaware, 2.0; New Mexico, r.o; Penn-
sylvania, z.5; West Virginia, o.9; Alabama, o.8; Indiana, o.6; Utah, o.3; Maryland, o.z; Michigan, 0.1}
and North Cerolina, o.1.

' The States showing largest excess of {emale rate over male are: Wyoming, 17.2; N evada, 16.0; Rhode
Island, 13.7; Maine, 12.3; Vermont, rz.0; South Dakota, 12.0; North Dakota, 11.0; Arizona, 11.4; Mountana,
11.0; Washington, ro.8; New Hampshize, 10.6; Nebraska, 10.6; Oregon, 10.6; and Colorado, x0.3.
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TasrLe 30.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
of NATIVE PARENTAGE I4 AND 15 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. XI, Table 12.]

Male rates I"en_mle
STATE. “Total. Male, Temale, higher }:f't}fsr
by— | e
L6 £ 04.9 95.1 04.8 0.3 {ovuninn
Idaho. ...c.ovviinvni i, 92.7 92.5 92.9 Jleo... el 0.4
California. , . .ovvvvvvnieninnnn, 91.7 9r.1 02.3 floeeverias 1.2 i
Oregon, ., vovvvvivnirenniiinns 01.6 90.6 92.6 J....... . 2.0
Nevada.........ooooveineiinn, 9I. 5 8g.3 03.9 fl...oooes 4.6
Montana.,...ooovviviiiiiiniins 91.3 90.8 91.G |l.einiiin I.1
Washington. .. ........coovints 90.3 89.1 01.5 floveeivens 2.4
North Dakota...........oo.vie go.2 89.6 0.9 floviiiians 1.3 :
Kansas. oooovov i i 89.3 88.3 00.4 ff..iiiivan 2.1
Michigan. ... nin 89.2 8¢g.2 89.1 <75 SN U i
Arizona......ooveiiiini e 89.0 88.4 89.6 (... ian I.2 ;
South Dakota.................. 8.9 88.0 89.9 frviiernt, 1.9 R
1011 TN 88.7 87.7 8.8 ......... 2.1 ;
Mintesota,....oo v vevinreronens 88.6 88.1 89,1 fferierinnns I.0 :
Colorado, v oovvi vt niieneinn 88.4 87.7 80.2 Jlevus.s v £.5 : :
Nebraska,...ooovvrvvrerienenrns " 8%.0 86.4 897 [viveiies 3.3 i ;
New Hampshire. .. .............. 87.8 8.4 88.2 [l.ovieven . 0.8 ! ;
Towa, .o, 87.7 86.8 8.6 JI......... 1.8 : :
Wyoming, .. .oooovvviiiii e 87.4 85.5 80.5 flevevere.. 4.0 ; ‘
Vermont. ......ooovviivviiinin., 87.1 86.4 - I | RN 1.3 ‘ :
MisSiBSIPPI. .« v ee e v 86.1 85.1 T T | 2.2 5 .
District of Columbia............ 86.1 84.4 87.8 Jloviiien.n 3.4 ; y
Florida. ....oovvviiinin e 8s5.7 8s.% 86,0 flovuers.ns 0.5 | :
New Vork. o covv v vininereninns 85.5 84.9 86.0 livrrennns 1.1 !
Alabama............... Teieann 85.4 85.8 83.0 0.8 [....... : i
Maine. oot vnerevanninneiaians 8¢.2 83.4 - | 3.6 !
TNOIS. o v v e 84.9 84.8 85,0 Yivauin.n. 0.2 :
T G 84.4 82.7 86.x floaennn.n. 3.4
New MeXiCo. vvvevvenivineniann 84.4 85.4 83.3 1.9 fovean..
Delaware, ..o ovvveeinsiivinenns 84.2 85.2 83.2 2.0 |.......
UNITED STATES. .vvvevrrrvaisas 83.9 83.4 84.4 |oviieiies 1.0
USEET 10t ¢« U 83.7 83.4 84.% fenieninns 0.7
Pennsylvania..........cooovinee 83.0 83.8 82.1 T feevines
Massachusetts. 82.9 81.3 84.6 f...0.i.l 3.3
TeNNESHeR. v ve v ieeneines 82.8 82.6 8.1 fl......... 0.5
West Virginia.................. 82.7 83.1 82.2 0.9 leviunin
Oklahoma............. e 82.3 8r.3 8.7 ...t 2.4
South Carolina................. 82.0 81.7 82.4 fleeeiinnns 0.7
Connecticut.....ocvvvriiininnens 81.6 80.8 8.4 ... 0.0 1.6
Arkansas, ......ooiiiiiiiiiian.. 81.3 80.8 82.2 flov.vviuis 1.4
Indiana........ccooevvninniinnns 81.2 8r.5 80.9 0.6 {.......
Wisconsint, .. ...covv v i iiiiiiiens 80.8 8.7 0.9 loe.iiiais 0.2
New Jersey...o.covniveniinninns 79.4 78.8 8o.o fl...ii..t. I,2
North Carolina................. 78.8 78.9 48.8 T S PN
Virginia, ..o covvviiivnen i 78.5 77.0 86,0 ||ereiienen 3.0
Kentucky......ovovvr i iiinn 77.8 99.1 7805 feenieiiin 1.4
Georgia, . . .ecviii e 76.6 75.8 LB N | R 1.6
Maryland. ............. ..ol 76.5 76.6 76.4 (=30 T
Toutsiana........oovveiiiiinn 74.6 73.1 6.0 fl...al 2.9
Riuode Isfand................... 72.3 71,4 73.3 Lo, 1.7
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[y

TarLE 31.—SCcHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
oF NaTIVE PARENTAGE 16 AND 17 YEARS OF AGE, BY STATES: 1920.

[Sottrce: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch, X, Table 12.]

Male rates | Female

STATE. Total. Male. Female, higher {gl’ies

by— igher

hy—
1957222 S 75.2 75.2 7502 Moo e,
Nevada, . .oooveveiiniiniin... 66.0 57.9 73.9 16.0
Idaho. ..o vt vniiininiinns 64.5 6o.2 6g9.0 8.8
Mississippi. .o v vvvnriiiiiiiin.. 64.3 62.6 66.0 3.4
MOBEARG. civveeverrosnrnrranns 63.7 58.2 69.2 1.0
OFegoml. . . ouvveceanenvarnnirss 61.3 56.2 66.8 10.6
North Dakata........ocvvinnn. 61.4 55.4 67.3 I1.9
Califorfiia. ..o vvviiniieniinnna. 61.2 50.6 65.8 9.2
South Dakot@. ....oovverinuas.. 58.9 53.0 65.0 12.0
Colorado., ..ovvrevnnneieinannnns 58.2 83.1 63.4 10.3
Washington 58.0 52.6 63.4 10.8
Arizona....... .. 57.8 52.3 63.7 II.4
Katisas. o vvvereniinroneiniecnis 57.% 52.4 61. 9.5
Wyomitlg. . .o v vevnernivnnains 55.8 47.6 64.8 17.2
Nebraska, .. cvovivieiininnns 55.2 49.9 6o.5 10.6
Towa...oooiviveininaiianaan 55.2 50.5 6o.0 9.5
Alabama. oo iiinir i aan 54.% gsg sg.s .......
[55-&1- N 54.4. 0. 58.0 .4
Oklahoma. ..o evivnverrannnnn., 54.3 52,0 56.7 ‘7; 7
Arkansas.. ..o 54.0 52.9 55.4 2.7
New Mexico..o.viviviiiin 53.9 53.% 54.7 1.6
Massachusetts. .. .....c.00.en 53.7 49.6 57.6 8.0
S L N 53.5 52.% 54.2 1.5
Florida. ..o, oo vviiiainaiinninn, 53.4 5I.Y 55.I 3.4
53.2 52.5 53-9 1.4
52,1 45.9 58.2 12.3
5I.2 50.2 52.1 + 1.9
50.5 45-8 55.1 9-3
49.8 44.0 55.2 10.6
49.2 43.3 55-3 1z.0
49.2 50.9 47.8 Il 3.4 |o......
UNITED STATES. ..covvinnnnn... 48.7 45.7 5I.6 ... .. .. 5.0
Georgia....... e 48.1 4.6 48.6 1.0
Ohio. v eve v e 48.0 A4.1 51.9 7.8
Wisconsin. o vovoviven e 47.3 43.6 BI.I 7.5
g S 47 .2 43.7 50.7 7.0
Missouti,, v 46.1 44..1 48:1 4.0
Michigam...oooovviniin. 45-9 41.6 50.3 8.7
Iilinois.......... 45.6 42.9 48.4 5.5
Connectieut. .. 43.9 40.0 47.9 7.9
West Virginia. ., 43.2 39.9 46.7 6.8
Kentueky. ..o, 43.0 40.4 45.7 5.3
Touisiana, ................oo... 43.0 ©39.9 46.1 6.2
Delaware. ......ovevviivinennin, 42.6 4I.3 43.9 2.6
Indiana. ..., 41.7% 39.2 44.2 5.0
New York......cooovivvvnne, 40.3 37.1 434 6.3
New Jersey. .. .coooovivviint, 38.4 35.6 41.1 5.5
Pennsylvania. ....cooovuvviinn. 38.0 34.7 41.3 6.6
Rhode Island.................0. 37.2 30.9 44.6 ..ol 13.7
Maryland. .. ooooveviin s, 34.3 33.5 35.0 feoveininn I.5
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In Alabama, though the female rate is somewhat low, there
seems to be an unusual tendency for boys to continue their studies.
The situation in Utah is very difficult of interpretation. Here
both the female and the male rates are far higher than those of
any other State. This is particularly true of male attendance,
the rate for Utah being 75.2 per cent and the next, Mississippi,
being 62.6 per cent. In all the surrounding States of similar
geographic type there is a preponderance of female attendance.
The only explanation isin terms of social standards. Mormonistm
is centered here, with its stress on the superiority of males, and
may through its traditions be the dominant factor,

At 18 to 20 years, the period of higher education, the rates are
almost universally low. For the United States the general rate is
17.5 per cent. Among the States, Utah is highest, with 28.8 per
cent, and Maryland is lowest, with 2.7 per cent. - While there is
a difference in favor of female rates for the United States, many of
the States have higher male attendance rates than female, and all
differences in favor of females are much smaller than in the
petiod 16 and 17 years. Alabama and District of Columbia, which
at 16 and 17 years had male rates higher than female, at 18 to
20 show much larger differences. In addition to these, at this
later period in 13 States the male rates exceed the female. 4

Of the 15,7 g are Southern States. These in the main are the RS |
ones with the greatest differences. In the South the tradition that 3R REER
“Woman’s place is in the home’ still prevails to curtail college R
attendance among girls. In the District of Columbia there are e
several higher educational institutions designed particularly for
people who are working in the Government departments or
bureaus. The very low rate for females, however, indexes the .
pull of departmental office holding for girls who have completed RNt i
elementary and clerical training. In Utah both male and female | PRtR
rates are high but the male rate astonishingly so. In Massa- B
chusetts, Connecticut, Indiana, and New Jersey the presence of G
important colleges for men undoubtedly raises the male rates.
In the States where the female rates are the higher, differences : - E
between the schiool attendance of the sexes at 18 to 20 years are A ! f
very much less than those at 16 and 17. AR 5

7 Ihe States showing an excess of malerate over female are: District of Columbia, 11.0; Maryland, 5.23
Alabama, 3.8; Mississippi, 3.5; Utah, 2.7; Delaware, z.5; Atkansas, 2.2} Georgia, 1.7; North Caroling, 1.03
Massachusetts, o.7; Cotinecticit, o.7; Indiana, 0.6; New Jersey, o.z; Tennessee, o.1; and Missouri, o.1.
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i

TABLE 32.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
or NATIVE PARENTAGE 18 T0 20 YEARS OF AGH, BY STATES: 1920,

¢ [Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. IT, Ch, XI, Table 12.}

Male rates | Female
STATE. Total. Male. Temale, higher hri“gfs
by~ ) 5
Utah, oo cvveneniininan., e 28. 8 30.2 27. 8 2.7 Jooeia
Mississippi. ...t 27. 8 29,6 26, 1 35 oo,
California. ........coviiennn 26, 0 25.8 261 ..ol 0.3
OFEEON. oot iiviiiirse s 25. 4 25 4 25, § o1
Montana. ......oovieviniennens 24, ¥ 22. 4 257 ffeevennn.. 3.3
Massachusetts. . .. ............. 24. O 24. 3 23.6 0.7 liooii..
Nevada.........ocoovviviiian 24,0 21. 8 26,8 Jl....oouis 47
Tdaho, . ovie e e 23. 6 22. 3 248 Hl......... 2.5
North Dakota............... oo 23.8 21.§ 25.2 fl..iiuenn 37
Washingtort. . ..ol 233 22,8 239 lveevenans LI
Colorado. ....oovveinnenninan, 22. 3 20. § 241 oo, 3.6
Kansas. ............oooiien, 22. T 21. 3 22.0 fJeeernenin .6
South Dakota. . .o.vnvveinnns 21§ 19.8 231 |leeveiiins 3.3
OWA. vt e iei v riian i ons 21. § z0. 6 22.4 fl.oovviii 1.8
Minnesota. ..........oiuiivan, 21, 2 20. 3 22,0 ffeereennin Y
Maine. . 21,0 Ig. ¥ a3 el 2.6
South Carolina.. .. .. ... ...... 20,8 20. 6 -3 S| o3
North Carolina. . .....oovvnvu.., 20, 6 21, T 20, 1 Lo |...i...
Vermont. . ........oiiiiiain 20, 3 19. 2 2.6 |[......... 2.4
Tennessee. .o uevverieeninnees 20. 3 20. 4 20. 3 I3 B R
AflZ0N8. o vi v et 20. 1 18. 6 259 flivienn... 3.3
Arkansas. .. ..o.vveineiiniiens 19. 8 20,9 18.9 2.2 |.......
Alabama. ....ooovii i 1g. 8 21. 8 8.0 38 ...
Nebraska. ...ocoovvneiniiiinn, 19. 6 18. 4 207 lo.oooooa 2.3
New Hampshite.,............. 19. 4 7.6 2L ((b.eoee., 35
District of Columbia............ 18. 4 24. 6 13. 6 ITO {.......
Wisconsin . e, 18. 4 17. I 107 Heervronns 2.6
Wyoming. .......oooviiinin. 18 2 16. 1 206 fl......... 4.3
New Mexico.......v..v0 e 7.9 17. 9 b1 PR o. 4
UNITED STATES. ..o vvvveivennn. 7. 8 17. 3 | 2% 2| PN 0.4
L EXAS. e et eeireneraanaanes 1. 2 16. 1 8.2 flie..uan.. 2.1
Flotida. ........ooovieii 16. 9 16. 6 7.2 fleoeeinan. 0.6
Connecticut. . .......coovvuen... 16. 9 17.3 16. 6 o7 looo.o,
Oklahoma 16, 8 6. 4 £/ - S | o8
Virginda............. 16. 8 .15. 8 B ... 2.0
THnois o v vi e 15. 9 15. 7 6. Yoo, 04
L ) T 15. 9 15. 8 0. {lo..o 0.3
Rhode Island. .........oovvnnnn. 15. 8 14. 6 173 fleeeeennes 2.7
Georgia. .....ociiiii i 5. 6 10. 5 14. 8 b A PR
New York, ........ocoiiviann. 15. 3 4.9 57 Moo, 0.8
In.disma ....................... 15. I I5. 4 14. 8 0.6 |.......
BUSE=eTE 5 VNN 15.0 15. 1 15. 0 OX |eveveen
Delaware. .. .. .ol 15.0 10. 3 13. 8 2.5 {.ovoie.
Michigam. .......ooocoviiniiun, 14. 9 13.9 150 {[eovrenne. 2.0
Kentucky............coovouet. 14.2 I3. 1 5.3 oveeninn, 2.2
West Virginia. ................. 4.1 13.0 I5.2 Hooienn.s. 2.2
YTouisiana, ................cL, 13. % 13.3 3.8 flieeveens 0.5
New Jersey........ooooviviiinn 13. 5 13. 6 13. 4 0.2 fuiuiunn
Pentisylvania. .. .ooccveennnnnn.. 13.0 12. 8 3.2 ffeeevienns o, 4
Maryland, ... ................. 12,7 I5.2 re. o 52 fooi.a
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Very slight differences in sex attendance are found from 7
to 13 yeats, the largest differences being in favor of females in
the South. At 14 and 15 the differential pull of industry lowers
the male rates more than the female, and in most States slightly
greater female rates exist. At the ages 16 and 17 the female
rates are almost universally larger than the male, and the differ-
ences are very great. This is due to the complete “let down”
in legal restrictions and to the lack of economic opportunity for
girls of this age. During the years of higher education, 18 to 20,
early marriage of females, superior facilities for male education,
and realization of the economic advantage to males of college and
trade education, tend to minimize female attendance, or to induce
male attendance, producing smaller differences in the States where
the female rates are highest and increasing the number of States
where the male rates exceed.

SUMMARY.

For purposes of study it is necessary to divide the attendance
of the native white of native parentage into five groups based upon
age, legislative provisions, and degree of attainment. These are
designated: (1) precompulsion age; (2) the compulsory period;
(3) the period of permitted absence; (4) the years of voluntary
but customary attendance; and (5) the period of higher education.

There seems to be a tendency for certain States to encourage
attendance at 5 and 6 years, the precompulsion age, while in
others the beginning of schooling is postponed until 7 or 8 years.
This gives rise to wide disparity in rates for this class. States
with New England culture exemplify the former group; States of
the South, the latter group.

Owing to the high proportions of foreign born among children
7 to 13 years, compulsory attendance laws are stringently en-
forced against all ethnic classes in the industrial sections of the
country., In the South retarded legislation and lack of popular
sentiment result in lax enforcement and comsequent low rates.
The classification into types, as set forth in Chapter II, is sub-
stantiated by the grouping of States of Types I and II at the top
and the segregation of those of Types III and IV at the bottom
of lists which atray the States in descending order of attendance
rates at this age.
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In contrast to the situation which prevails during the compul-
sory period, the attendance during the period of permitted ab-
sence, 14 and 15 years, shows many of the industrial States of
the North at the lower extreme of the array, with many of the
Southern States relatively high in the list. This is due to the
pull of mdustry in the North, and the lack of tlns kind of economic
opportunity in the South.

During the years of voluntary but customary attendance, 16
and 17, the tendencies noted at 14 and 15 are more pronounced.
It is also true that the school facilities offered appear to play an
important part.

In the period of higher educatxon 18 to 20 years, attendance
varies directly with the opportunity which exists in the locality
for continuation in school. Large universities, particularly those
with free tuition, tend to keep attendance rates high. The
development of junior colleges, agricultural colleges, and even
trade schools have an advantageous effect.

While the differences between urban and rural rates are small
for the United States and, in most instances, for the geographic
divisions, there are large disparities between them in the several
States. General tendencies are to an excess of urban over rural
ratesat7 to 13 years, and to a less pronounced degree at 14 and
15 years. At 16 and 17 years rural rates are usually the higher,
while at 18 to 20 years urban rates again exceed. It is impossible
to trace these tendencies in the States, owing to lack of data by
States for urban and rural groups.

Sex differences are generally in favor of females for all age
classes, with but slight differences at 7 to 13 years, somewhat
more pronounced at 14 and 15 years. At 16 and 17 years these
differences are large, with an approach to equality at 18 to 2o
years.




VI
THE NATIVE WHITE OF NATIVE PARENTAGE IN CITIES.

While the most important part of the native white of native
parentage school-attendance problem is found in the rural South,
interesting facts are revealed in the analysis of native white of

native parentage school attendance in the large cities of the -

Nation. The facts do not bear out the presumption that the
large centers have completely. mastered this phase of school
attendance.

Up to this point the basis of discussion has been the differing
responses of a part of the population to various types of legislation.
In the pages that follow attempt will be made to study under the
same legislation the reactions of several populations, prestumably
very similar to one another. For in studying the school-attend-
ance rates of the native white of native parentage in several cities
within the same State, the otherwise dominant factors, race,
nativity, parentage, and legislation, are made constant.! The
ones which under these circumstances can produce variation in
attendance are economic opportunity, economic status, local tra-
ditions, and educational systems. In spite of the state-wide ap-
plicability of legislation, the enforcement of provisions as well
as the development of school policy is very largely a local matter.
Differences among city rates will be noted and the factors under-
lying these differences will be sought.

Tables 33 to 36, inclusive, show the attendance rates, total,
male, and female, in all cities of 100,000 and over, for the several
age classes (in the compulsory and voluntary attendance periods)
in this population group. The cities are arranged in descending
order of total rates. ' :

Individual cities will be discussed first, regardless of location,
and later specific comparisons will be made of the cities of a single
State.

A wide variation of rates exists in these centers at the years 7
to 13. The highest attendance is in Fall River, Mass. (8.7 per
cent) and the lowest in Bridgeport, Conn. (89.9 per cent). It is

1’Fhis does not cover the enforcement of thelegislation, which Is o variable factor among cities of a given

State,
123
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hard to understand (see p. 141) how this last city can make so
wretched a showing. One might be inclined to doubt the accuracy
of the data were it not for the fact that New Haven, Conn., ranks
but little higher (92.6 per cent), while, on the other hand, in
Hartford the rateis very high (97.2 per cent). In no other single
State are there such wide differences.

For general mediocrity, Texas leads. The highest rate in the
cities of 100,000 population and over is.g4.z2 per cent in Dallas,
with g1.1 per cent in Fort Worth, 91.0 per cent in Houston, and 90.2
per cent in San Antonio. The last three, with Birmingham, Ala.
(91.7 per cent), and Bridgeport, Conu. (89.9 per cent), all are
below the general rate, urban and rural combined, for this age
class in the United States as a whole (92.2 per cent).

New York, like Connecticut, shows wide differences among the
rates of the several cities, though the range—o7.2 per cent in
Yonkers to 92.6 per cent in Albany—is by no means as great,
California also has large variation—g6.8 per cent in Oakland to
92.5 per cent in San Francisco. While many of the populous
cities of Massachusetts have exceptionally high rates—Fall River
(98.7 per cent), Lowell (8.0 per cent), and Cambridge (97.9 per
cent)—others are mediocre or worse. In Boston the rate is 94.9
per cent and in Springfield 95.7 per cent. .

Of the large States, Ohio is uniformly the best. Here the
lowest rate is in Columbus (g6.0 per cent) and the highest in Cin-
cinnati (97.3 per cent). The variation is relatively small and
the level is high.

At this age period the difference between male and female
attendance is slight, the most pronounced occurring in Scranton,
Pa., New Bedford, Mass., Bridgeport, Conn., and Minneapolis,
Minn., where the male rates are higher by 2.5, 2.1, 1.7, and 1.0
points, respectively; and in Birmingham, Ala, and Columbus,
Ohio, where the female rates are greater by 1.7 and 1.0 points.

At 14 and 15 years the cities of Ohio are very high in the list,
while the industrial cities of Massachusetts and New Jersey are
very low. The centers of the Pacific coast rank high, due mainly
to stringent legislation and enforcement. Cities of Texas are
grouped well toward the middle of the list, and most of the cities
of the South are relatively high. The cities of Connecticut (while
Bridgeport shows considerable fmprovement in relative position,
as compared with the earlier age period) are of mediocre standard,
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bemg outranked by Pennsylvania and many of the middle west-

ern cities.

The differences between the attendance rates of the sexes are
much larger than at 7 to 13. A tendency is manifest for more
cities to have higher female than male rates. Iarge male pre-
ponderance is found in Paterson, N. J., Reading, Pa., Albany,
N. Y., Richmond, Va., and Philadelphia, Pa., where the differ-
enices atre 4.0, 3.6, 3.3, 2.7, and 2.6 points, respectively. In Nor-
folk, Va., Worcester, Mass., New Orleans, La., Fort Worth, Tex.,
Providence, R. I., and Cincinnati, Ohio, female rates are higher by
8.1, 8.0, 6.3, 6.2, 6.1, and 6.0 points, respectively.

During the period when attendance is voluntary the order of the
cities is similar to that at 14 and 15, except that at 16 and 17 the
cities of Ohio are scattered throughout the list; New Bedford and
Fall River, Mags., and Providence, R. 1., are relatively higher.
On the other hand, Detroit, Mich., has dropped from the first
quarter to low in the third quarter.

Of the 68 cities of this class but 8 have male rates h1gher than
female? Large differences in favor of female rates are found in
the rest. The largest are Bridgeport, Coun. (10.4 points), New

 Haven, Conn. (9.7 points), Seattle, Wash. (9.3 points), Akron,
Ohio (9.2 points), and Denver, Colo. (9.0 points).

At 18 to 20 years the order of the cities is to all intents and pur-
poses the same as during the previous period. But, where in the
previous age group most of the cities had larger female attendance
than male, during the period of higher education the situation is
reversed and but 1o have female rates higher than male.® In the
others male attendance predominates, in some instances to an
astom'shing degree. The most pronounced instances are San Fran-
cisco, Calif., and Washington, D. C., where the dlﬁerences are 21.4
and 11.0, respectively.

3 ‘T'hecities showing an excess of male rate over female are: Washington, D. C., 3.4; San Francisco, Cafif.,
2.8; San Antonio, Tex., 2.0; Milwaukee, Wis., 1.0; Buffalo, N. Y., 1.6; Baltimore, Md., 1.5; Richmond,
Va., 1.2; and St. Loutis, Mo., 1.0.

3 ‘Thecities showing an excess of female rate over male are: Toledo, Ohio, 2.7; Scranton, Pa., r.q: Akton,
Ohio, 1.0; Fall River, Mass., 0.6; Columbus, Chio, 0.6; Memphis, Tenn., o.5; Norfolk, Va., ¢.5; Syracuse,
N. Y., o.5; Oakland, Calif., 0.3; and Los Angeles, Calif.,, o.1.

T0080° 24 10
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TABLE 33.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
OF NATIVE PARENTAGE 7 T0 13 YEARS OF AGE, FOR CITIES OF 100,000
INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol, 11, Ch. XI, Table 17.)

Male rates | Fetale

CITY, - ‘otal. Male, Female. higher éatl;as

by— sz:‘

Fall River, Mass. .............. 08.7 08.9 98.3 0.4 |eeuenis
Spokane, Wash................. 98.1 98.0 08.2 fiyeaiii.n 0.2
Towell, Mass........vvveeeannen 98.0 g8.2 97.0 0.3 Jeerennn
Cambridge, Mass. ... .......... 97.0 08.1 97.8 0.3 ...,
Portland, Oreg..........vcvnens 97.9 97.9 0.0 fl......... 0.1
Trenton, M. J...vviiiviveninns 97.8 97.8 97.9 veiei... 0.1
Cincinnati, Ohio............... 97.3 07.4 97.1 - 0.3 |oiinn.
Kansas City, Kans. ............ 97.3 97.2 974 |leveeo.... Q.2
Milwankee, Wis. . . .........0... 07.3 97.3 973 fleeere. NN
Youngstown, Ohio.............. g7.3 97.3 o7.2 (-3 S AR
Hartford, Comm. .. ...oovvvuns 07.2 96.9 Q7.8 Meevoovenn 0.6
VYonkers, N. Y. .....ocovneenn. 97.2 97.4 06.9 0.5 | .....
Dayton, Ohio. ... ....covvuves. 97.1 97.3 97.0 0.3 foeeven.
Toledo, Ohio, ....,...vuu... . 07.1 07.1 97.2 lloviinann. o.1
Des Moines, lowa, , . .......... 96.8 97.0 90.7 2 T R
Qakland, Calif. ................ 96.8 6.9 06.6 0.3 forernn.
Akron, Ohio. .............uu.. o6.7 96,6 06.8 Hi....., 0.2

Denver, Colo. . oovvevinaronn T o6 g6.5 96.9 fl.oeien... o.
Baltimore, Md. .......0ovivnenn 96.% 06.6 96.6 ..o, 4
Cleveland, Ohio. . ............. 96.6 96.5 96.7 loo.o..... 0.2
Syracuse, N, V..o iviiiinnnn 96.6 96. 4 96.7 ool ©.3
Wilmington, Del. ............. 06.6 g6.3 06.8 l......... o3
New Bedford, Mass............. 96.2 97.3 95.2 -7 S A
Providence, R.I.............. g6.2 96.4 96.1 0.3 |..o....
Worcester, Mass.........ooenen g6.2 g6.0 96.5 fleivien... o.5
Grand Rapids, Mich,..,.,...... 06.1 96.3 05.9 0.4 Jouen...
Columbus, Ohio.........o.v0.u. 96.0 95.5 96.5 fle.o...... 1.0
Salt Lake City, Utah........... g6.0 96.2 95.7 0.5 [ive....
Touisville, XKy................ 05.8 95.7 95.8 l......... o.1
Paterson, No J..ovvvvnennnn, 95.7 95.3 96.0 e 0.7
Springfield, Mass. .. ........... 95.7 95.9 95.5 0.4 ...,
Reading, Pa............v.cs 5.5 05.4 95.6 H......... 0.2
St, Paul, Minfi................ 95.5 95.6 95.4 0.2 |.i.....
Detroit, Mich................ 05.4 95.4 95.3 (-7 2 DO
Jersey City, N. J......oooiiinl. 05.4 98.4 95:4 Jleveriaiiidiain,,
Los Angeles, Calif.............. 05.4 95.4 95.3 0.I |ou..us.
Naghville, Tenn. .............. 95.3 95.2 9585 Jloveeeenns 0.3
Pittshurgh, Pa................ 05.2 05.2 05.1 0.1 J.......
Rochester, N. Y................ 05.0 95.0 95.0 flovviiiiiifenian,
St. Louis, Mo........ooovvvnnn, 95.0 95.2 94.9 0.3 feeeii..
Unirep Stares (urban). ... ... 94.9 94.9 95.0 fl......... Y oo.x
Boston, Mass. .....ovveenvennn. 94.¢ 94.7 95.2 flo..ouven. T 0.4
Camden, N. J......., 94.9 94.8 94.9 f..o.ov.ts oI
Kansas City, Mo....., 94.9 04.8 95.0 {foo..iu.., 0.2
Omaha, Nebr.................. 94.9 94.8 95.0 fli.....el, 0.2
Richmond, Va................ 4.7 04.4 94.9 flo.o..u.n. o.8
Newark, N. J..ooovvviinoas, 94.6 94.8 94.4 [T R R
Seattle, Wash............. .00 94.6 94.9 04.3 0.6 [ieerne.
Indianapolis, Ind............. 04.5 04.7 04.4 0.3 liverns.
Minneapolis, Minn. . .......... 94+ 4 94.9 93.9 1.0 fuuvenss
Philadelphia, Pa............... 04.4 94.§ 94.3 0.2 Joiuiia.
Chicago, JI1. .. ..ooiieivenin, 04.2 04.1 o4.2 fl.o...o... o.1
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TaBLE 33.—SCHOOL AITENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
oF NATIVE PARENTAGE 7 T0 13 YEARS OF AGE, FOR CITIES OF 100,000
INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920—Continued. ’

Male rates | Female

crry. Total. Male. Female, higher hx:utes

by— igher

by.—
Dallas, Tex........iviiiiinnn.. 04.2 3.8 YT | P 0.8
Buffalo, N. V.......ooooivanuhe 94.0 83.9 . 84..0 ......... o.r
Atlanta, Ga................... 93.9 03.53 04.3 Jloveerrnns 0.8
Memphis, Tenni. . ........onen. 93.8 93.6 03.9 lvevevinns 0.3
Norfolk, Va.....coovivivvunnn, 03.6 93.6 93-5 75 T P,
Washington, D. C..... v 03.6 93.5 03.8 {leiiin 0.3
New York, N. ¥ 93-3 93.3 03.4 fleverieenn o.I
New Orleans, La e 92.9 93.0 92.8 Q2 frairenn
Scranton, Pa...... 92.9 04.2 01.7 2.5 Jevrrans
Albany, N.Y......ooovevnnan, 92.6 93.0 92.1 0.9 fievirss
New Haven, Confi......ovovvun. 92.6 92.7 92.5 0.2 [|eeninn.
San Prancisco, Calif. .. ........ 92.5 9z.2 02.8 |[....oivns 0.6
UnitED Starss (total).......... 92.2 92.0 92,3 flverininn 0.3
Birmingham, Ala............... 9I.7 go.8 92.5 [l-.-...... 1.7
Fort Worth, Tex.............. 0I.I 00.9 01.3 |[-veeveres 0.4
Houston, TexX.......oovvvevvnnn 9I.0 90.6 13 S0/ | PN 0.8
San Antonio, Tex........ ...t go.2 89.9 90.5 |lirerivien 0.6
Bridgeport, Conn. ............. 89.9 00.8 89.1 1.7 feareses

TABLE 34.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
OF NATIVE PARENTAGE I4. AND 15 YEARSOF AGE, FOR CITIES OF 100,000
INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920. ’

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. IT, Ch. XI, Table 17.]

Male rates | Female

cIry, Total. Male. Female. higher hriat;s

by— Eher

by—
8alt Lake City, Utah..........., 94.3 04.1 044 Jleerininn 0.3
Oakland, Calif................. 03.4 92.6 94.1 Jloeiiaiii 1.5
Grand Rapids, Mich............ 93.3 03.8 92.8 = PR
Cleveland, Ohio................. 93.0 9I.5 04.5 lorrerennn 3.0
Minneapolis, Minn. ............. 92.5 92.5 02.5 lloveveiiii]iiinnn.
Spokane, Wash............... 02.4 90.7 04.0 oo 3.3
Des Moines, Iowa............... 02.1 0I.4 92.8 |l......... 1.4
Portland, Oreg........ovvvvenn, 92.I 90.9 03.7 f[oeeeen... 2.2
Los Angeles, Calif.............. 01.8 0:.6 92.0 [lioiiieen, 0.4
Akton, ODio. .. covvveviveiiinann 91.3 8g.1 034 [lvavirienn 4.3
Youngstown, Ohio.............. Q1.3 90.6 92.0 |l.aiivinnn I.4
Cincinnati, Ohio.....c...oovnonne QI.X 88.1 04.T looivnrons 6.0
Yonkers, N. Y....ooooiveiiens 90.9 9I.3 90.3 1.2 feuienn-
Dayton, Ohio...........covvvenn 90.9 89.2 92.6 ... 3.4
Detroit, Mich........oovvinnnnn 90.8 91,0 90.7 0.3 Jeeriiinn
Milwaukee, Wis..........o.v0ins 90.8 0.9 |* 9o.7 0.2 fuarinnn
St, Paul, Minn. .....ooovvevennnn go.y 91.1 Q0.3 0.8 {..iiias
Columbus, Ohio. ....oovvviviann 89.9 88.4 1.5 {[evirinns 3.1
Toledo, Ohio., ..o vcvvvivninnnnns 89.% 87.8 OT.5 |[oevrrians 3.7
Seattle, Wash..........oo0ovuen 89.6 88.3 00.7 fluveiinns 2.4
San Francisco, Calif. ............ 89.3 83.8 8.7 Jo.iiies. 0.0
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TABLE 34.~—ScHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHIIE
or NATIVE PARENTAGE 14 AND 15 YEARS OF AGE, #OR CITIES OF 100,000
INHABITANTS OR MORE: 19z0—Continued.

Male rates | Female
crry. Total. Male. Temale, higher ~ | ates
by— igher
by~
Pittsburgh, Pa....... e, 89.3 90.4 88.2 2.2 .o,
Syracuse, N. Y...ooovviineinns, 89.2 89.4 8g.1 0.3 ferviven
Omaha, Nebr.,......... Caerien 8g.0 8.2 go.6 (li.coiias 3.4
Birmingham, Ala. .............. 88.4 87.y 8o.1 l......... 1.4
Boston, Mass. ..o vrinneenn, 87.3 86.3 83.x fl..ian... 1.8
Readmg, Pa.. 86.9 88.8 85.2 3.6 {.......
Denver, Colo. ... . P 86.4 85.4 8.3 h.ouvo... 1.9
Washington, D. C................ 86.1 84.4 87.8 ..., 3-4
Philadelphia, Pa........ B 85.8 87.1 84.5 2.6 |.......
Hartford, Corma. . .............. 85,7 85.2 86.7 l.o.o.iuunn 0.9
Cambrzdge, Mass. ..o 8s5.5 82.5 88.4 fiieieuisn 5.0
Kansas City, Mo. .o oo ovvevrvnnnen 85.0 84.0 86.0 Jervisiunn 2.0
Scranton, Pa.....ovviinii 85.0 84.3 85.6 flevernnnn 1.3
Unzrep Srares (urban)........ 84.9 84.3 83,4 f[ovriiinee 1.1
Albary, N. Y. .o oiviiininn, 84.9 86.6 83.3 3.3 Jeerven.
Dallas, Tex.......ooovvvininnn. 84.2 82.3 85.9 [....... . 3.6
Lowell, Mass.........ooovennn. 83.9 84.8 83.1 £ S P
Unired Srares (total). ........ . 83.9 83.4 84.4 |l..ovvenn. 1.0
Nashville, Tentt. ., ..ooooeninnns 83.1 81.2 .6
Memphis, Tenn. ........ 83.0 81.3 .3
Rochester, N. ¥ 82.6 82.3 I
Bridgeport, Contt.,. ..o ovlul s L 82.3 83.5
Buffalo, N. ¥....oovvvvininnn 82.3 83.3
San Antondio, Tex.............. 82.2 82.3
Tort Worth, TeXe v i 82.1 78.9
Houston, Tex.......vvvvinn.., 8z2.0 49.2
Kamnsas City, Kans............... 81.3 80.5
Springfield, Mass. ............. - Br.o So.7
Chicago, IIl. .. ......oovvien .t 8o.9 79.9
Worcester, Mass. ....ooovvuen... 80,2 76.0
New York, N. V. .............. 79.4 78.1
New Haven, Conn.............. 70. X 78.1
Norfolk, Va.....covvveneennna ot 79.1 75.1
Louigville, Ky, ces 78.1 79.3
Richmond, Va.. 99.% 78.9
Treuton, X. J.. na.T 76.5
Atlanta, Ga...oovveieiinioann 76.9 74.3
Wﬂxmngton,Del........“....‘. 76.6 77.8
Providence, R. L................ 74.9 71,8
Indianapolis, Ind............... 74.8 75.3
Newark, N. J.oouvvnina. e, 74.8 73.6
Camdeu, NoJowooiiiiniian 73.6 74.3
St. Louis, Mo, . 73.6 75.0
]ersey City, N. ]’ ............... 734 7.7
New Orleans, La ................ 71,7 68.4
Baltimore, Md..............5. .. 70.4 70,9
Paterson, N. J.....oouvvinnn. 70.2 72,3
New Bedford, Mass............. 67.6 63.1
Fall River, Mass. ..o 67.0 64.8
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TABLE 35.—ScH0OL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
or NATIVE PARENTAGE 16 AND 17 YEARS OF AGE, FOR CI'TIES OF 100,000
INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol, 11, Ch, X1, Table 17.]
Female
Male rates
crry, : Total, Male, Female. higher hrivtlf:t
by by—

Salt Lake City, Utah............ 70.9 70.8 71.0 f[oo.iiiiis 0.2
Spokane, Wash. .......ooo00i0n. 63.4 6o.4 65.0 Jivoerriren 5.5
Qakland, Calif...............0. 61.0 §7.0 64.7 flveeuvrnes 7.7
Los Angeles, Calif.............. 59.4 57.0 61.6 [lveeveenen 4.6
Minneapolis, Minn.............. 50.0 58.7 89.2 flewsravenn 0.3
Milwaukee, Wis................. 58.7 50.7 57.8 | 1.9 [.......
Seattle, Wash.................. 58.y 54.0 63.3 9.3

- Portland, Oteg.......cooovvivns 58.5 54.9 61.6 6.7 ;
San Francisco, Calif............. 5B.4 59.% 6.9 | 2.8 ... :
Denver, Colo. ..........oiiiii, 56.6 51.9 60.9 g.o
Des Moines, Iowa............... 54.2 5I.4 56.9 5.5 ;
Cambridge, Mass. ............... 53.7 5.4 55.9 4.3 :
Columbus, Ohio............v0 53.2 40.6 56.6 7.0 :
Springfield, Mass. . ......... ... 52,8 48.9 56.5 7.6 !
Worcester, Mass............. oo 52.0 49.2 54.% 5.5 :
Boston, Mass......oveviieninn.. 5T.9 48.6 55.0 6.4 0
Towell, Mass. ....coconvieninnnn 51.6 4.2 55.6 8.4
Yonkers, N.Y.........oovnvnnt 5T.4 49.0 53.6 H..iiiiain 4.6 ;
Grand Rapids, Mich............ 51.0 50.3 [ P I P I.4
Birmingham, Ala............... 5I.0 5o. 1 51.9 l..voiuuns 1.8
Hartford, Connt. . ......ovivnnn. 50.9 §0.1 51.6 |[....v..ns 1.5
Youngstown, Ohio.............. 50.2 46.0 53.8 fl...oiuuun 7.8
St, Paul, Minn., ......ooovuni 5o.x1 48.9 51.3 fl.o.oiias 2.4
Qmaha, Nebr........ooovivven 49.7 45.4 7% 20 | BN 8.3 _
Syracuse, N, Y.ooooovvevneninnn 49.6 47.8 L.z floe.ii.ias 3.4 5
Washington, D. C.......... 00 49.2 50.9 47.5 3.4 Joievens o
Unitep Srarss (total)......... 48.9 45.7 §T.6 f...iviuus 5.9 Sl
Cleveland, Obio. . ....oovoivetts 48.7 45.3 5. {0 6.6 e
Dallas, TexX,..vvveerervniarnn 48.2 46.9 49.4 foooiiiinn 2.8 i
Kansas City, Mo, . ....ovieven 47.0 45.8 479 Hooiiaiinn 2.1 :
Unitep Srargs (urban)........ 46.2 43.5 487 oo 5.2
Dayton, Ohio. ..vovvvvvvvvenenn 45.4 43.7 477 flovuerien, 3.4 %
Providence, R. X.....ccvvvnt. 44.2 49.0 48,1 Jlooveoinn 8.1
San Antonio, TeX.....covvvtnn 44.0 45.1 43.1 2.0 Jeerrons
Toledo, Ohi0, . v vvverevrrnenes 43.8 40.1 a7.5 ll....ooiis 7.4
Fort Worth, Tex,...coovvvnenan 43.7 41.2 46.1 |l....o.n 4.9
Houston, TeX......coovvvevrnes 43.3 40.8 5.1
Memphis, Tenn................. 43.4 39.0 7.8
New Haven, Contt.......o.vovvns 43.2 38.3 9.7
Pittsburgh, Pa..........oov o 42.9 41.5 2.3
Albany, N. V. ... 432.3 40.0 4.4
Chicago, TI1. .. ...vooviviiinnnn 41.3 40.9 0.8
Trenton, NoJ..ovvvviiinninnen 41.T 39.1 3.9
Nashville, Tenn. ......coonun, 40.7 38.y 3.9
Fall River, Mass. ....oocvvvenees 40.4 39.4 2.1
New Bedford, Mass............. 40. 4 30.2 2.4
Cincinnati,-Ohio...........vvn 40.4 38.7 3.3
Atlanta, Ga....coovvevrvinrvnnaas 39.8 38.7 2.1
Notfoll, Va...ooviveerviiniennnn 39.6 35.4 8.2
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"TaBLE 35.—SCHO001L, ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
oF NATIVE PARENTAGE 16 AND 17 YEARS Of AGE, FOR CITIES OF 100,000
INHABITANTS OR More: 1920—Continued.

Female
Male rates
crry. Total. Male, Female, higher lfligfgr
by— byr—

Detroit, Mich..........oovoiin 39.5 38.0 4T.0 feriiiinns 3.0
Buffalo, N. ¥.oooviiiiniiinnn, 30.2 40.0 38.4 1.6 foe.in
Bridgeport, Connt, . ........ oo 39.0 338 44.2 f[orrananan 10.4
Richmond, Va............oov0 33.8 39.4 38.2 T2 foeeenin
Rochester, N. V. ooveiiiiian s, 38.2 38.2 38.2 Jlooiiiiiidenan e
Scranton, Pa,.ooovouiiiiiiiia, 38.1 33.9 42.T flowoenenn. 8.2
Akron, Ohio...........c.ccouv 36.6 32.5 4.7 [eeverienn 9.2
Philadelphia, Pa............... 33.6 33.1 L7 7 S | A 1.0
Indianapolis, Ind............... 33.1 32.3 330 [evevenien 1.6
Wilmington, Del.........o.0000, 33.0 31.7 34.2 |leereniens 2.5
Kangas City, Kans. ............ 32.8 31.4 34.0 {loviiiiins 2.6
Reading, Pa..........coo0iue0 3.3 31.2 3.4 [ 0.2
Louisvi le, Ky 3L.1 28.8 33,3 J[eeveinnns 4.3
Newark, N. J...ovininiiiininn, 30.9 29.5 32.3 oo 2.8
New Orleans, La................ 20.3 27.3 33.2 e 5.0
New York, N. V......vcvvenenn 30.% 28.4 31.8 ..o, 3.4
St. Louis, Mo. ... inen, 29.6 30.1I 29.1 1.0 Jeevenss
Baltimore, Md. ................ 27.9 28.7 27.2 L R
{)ersey City, N.Joooo oo ivninan 27.7 25.1 30.2 foeiiinnn 5.T

aterson, N. J.......oooviaiu 27.5 26.5 28.4 oo, 1.9
Camden, N. J.........oooiut 21.0 20.0 22,2 floueion., 2.2

TABLE 36.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NaTIvE WHITE

OF NATIVE PARENTAGE 18 TO 20 YEARS OF AGE, FOR CITIES OF 100,000

INHABIPANTS OR MORE: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. II, Ch. X1, Table 17.]

Female
cry. Total. Male, Temale. Mﬁl&ﬁgﬁes 1;?&?;_.
by— bgl—-
Salt Lake City, Utah............ 30.2 32.4 28.4 4.9 fooo...
Cambridge, Mass....... e 29.9 33.4 26.8 6.6 [.......
Han Francisco, Cahf 29.0 37.9 6.5 2.4 |oevuin
Spokane, Wash.. 28.2 31.8 25.0 6.2 |.......
Minneapolis, Minn. ... .. 26.8 30.6 23.9 6.7 foviienn
Qakland, Calif . ...oooeviniann, 26.8 26.7 27.0 |loviviian, 0.3
Seattle, Wash. oo 25.3 27.1 23.6 3.5 |oaeenen
Yowell, Mass. . ovovvuenrannnnn. 25.0 25.7 24,4 1.3 [iervene
Portland Oreg..ovvvuninineen.. 24.8 28,2 22.2 6.0 [vvvennn.
Des Momes, Towa.,......oooo 0 24.7 27.8 22.2 5.6 |oiiaa
Fall River, Mass. .......oovvvun. 24.7 24.4 25.0 |l......... 0.6
“Syracuse, N. YViievvnsiunnnennn, 24.6 24.3 24.8 [lo...iiun. o.5.
Denver, Colo. .......oooveu.n, 23.9 24.7 23.1 .6 [veiinns
Los Angeles, Calif.............. 23.9 23.8 23,0 f[veevvnen. 0.1
Yonkers, N. ¥Yoooovieiiiniao, 23.3 24.6 22.1 2.5 foeinan.
Worcester, Mass..............., 22.8 25.6 20.3 5.3 feeevnen
Boston, MasS.v.veeeanreaaian.n, 22.8 23.0 22,2 Tod feevnnnn
Springfield, Mass. . ............ 22.3 24. 20. I U
St. Paul, Minft. .o ovvvevinnn, 22.1 . zs.g Ig.g g.z ........
New Bedford, Mass.......... Ve 21,1 22.0 19.4 3:2 loveionn
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TABLE 36.—ScHOOI, ATTENDANCE, BY SEX, AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE
oF NATIVE PARENTAGE 18 10 20 YEARS OF AGE, FOr CIIIES OF 100,000
INgaBITANTS OR MORE: 1920—Continued.

] Male rates Iie;ile“gc
cIry. Total, Male, Female, liff,h_‘fr higher
by

Columbus, Ohio................ 20.9 20.5 P35 BN | AN 0.6
Providence, R. I, ............. 20.3 22.3 18.9 34 loeoii
Milwaukee, Wis............... 20.0 22,1 18.3 3.8 .......
New Haven, Conn...........o... 19.1 20,5 17.9 2.6 1.......
Albany, N.Y..........co0ee 18.5 18.6 18.4 o2 |o.o....
Washington, D. C.............. 18.4. 24.6 13.6 IX.0 fovienn.
Hartford, Conn, . .............. 18.3 21.3 15.8 [ 23T PR
Grand Rapids, Mich............ 8.0 18.6 17.5 LI foeinrin
Uxirep Sratss (total). . ..., 7.5 17.3 7.7 ffeeeieinnn 0.4
Untrep STATES (urban)........ 7.5 18.2 16.9 b N PO
Omaha, Nebr. ..oovvvvvvniiinn 7.1 17.2 7.1 0. |oeiaiin
Pittsburgh, Pa.........ooovl e 16.9 8.5 15.4 7% S
Rochester, N. Y.......oooevnnn . 16.4 1%.8 15.2 2.6 |.......
Dallas, Tex............. .. 16.2 19.2 13.8 5ed feeiienn
Voungstown, Qhio 16,1 16.2 16.0 0.2 Joeiainn
Chicago, I11. .. ... ivviiene. 16.0 18.0 14.4 3.6 1.......
Cleveland, Ohio. . ............. 15.9 16.8 15.1 E 3 2 PR
Birmingham, Ala............... 15.9 16.5 15.4 : 35 S P
Kansas City, Mo, .........vot 15.3 17.0 14.0 3.0 |
Nashville, Tennt. . .....ovov.nn 15.3 15.6 15.0 0.6 J..oi....
Dayton, Ohio.............o00un. I5.1 17.9 12.6 5e3 feiiienn
Cincinnati, Ohio..c............ 14.9 17.0 13.2 3.8 |
Buffalo, N. Y...oooiiiiiiiiinen 14.8 16.8 13.0 3-8 ...
Houston, Tex............ovvuss 14.8 16.3 13.7 2.6 .o,
Richmond, Va.................. 14.9 16, 13.2 34 oo
Fort Worth, Tex................ 14.3 15.9 13.1 2.8 |.......
Wilmington, Del................ I4.2 16,4 1.9 4.8 oo
Memphis, Tenttt....oooieun.., I4.T 13.8 14.3 Hevvrenias 0.5
San Antonio, Tex............. 13.9 14.9 12.9 2.0 |.......
Atlanta, Ga...........oovuen 13.7 17.3 10.9 6.6 |.......
Scrantost, Pa.........ooaiiln . I3.7 12.8 4.5 Heorrinnn, 1.7
Toledo, Chio. . .......cvuniv.n. 13.6 12.2 14.9 flereriann, 2.7
Bridgeport, Conn.............. 12.6 13.7 11.6 2.T e
Trenton, N.Joovviviinneennnns 2.5 14.6 10.6 4.0 |
Norfolk, Va,,..........ovenes I1.9 1.4 12,2 fleevinnnn. 0.5
Indianapolis, Ind............... 1.5 12.8 10.4 2.4 Joornonn
St. Louis, Mo......ovvvvvnvennn ir.x 12.9 9.6 3.3 |oeerinn
Philadelphia, Pa............... Ir.0 11.6 10.4 .2 Jeeeo...
Kansas City, Kans............. 10.% Ir.2 10.3 0.9 |oveiins
New York, N. ¥V........ovvvues 10.7 II.0 10.4 0.6 |.vein.,
Baltimore, Md................. 10.3 11.8 8.9 2.9 |,
Detroit, Mich.............ovvue 10.3 10.9 9.6 E % T
Youisville, Ky......ooovvvnnnan 10.3 10.4 10.3 0. Jeearins
Newark, N. J................. 10.2 Ir.T 0.5 1.6 |ovei.n
Paterson, N J.....oooivivine 10.0 10.4 9.6 0.8 |..o.....
Reading, Pa........o.ovvvvnens 9.8 10.8 9.3 .2 Jive.o..
New Orleans, La................ 9.6 9.9 9.4 0.5 fevvennn
Jersey City, N. J.oovnvvinnin 8.9 9.5 8.4 b % S
Alkron, Ohio............oouiee, 7.5 7.1 5 S | P 1.0
Camden, N.J.........coviines 6.5 6.9 6.2 0.7 loveins
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REMOVING THE INFLUENCE OF VARIED LEGISLATION.

While there is undoubtedly much to be gained from a general
treatment of the data for specific urban centers, a far more profit-
able analysis is possible if only the cities of a single State be con-
sidered at one time. When this is done differences in legislation
are eliminated and attendance may be studied without the dis-
turbing influence of varied legal provisions. In the following
treatment, this plan has been followed.

The original arrangement in order of attendance rates at 7 to 13
years has been supplanted in this part of the treatment by one
based upon the rates in the later age classes. This change has
been made for clarity of discussion, since the differences between
cities are insignificant at the early years but striking in the late
age classes. Such variations as appear at the compulsory age are
mainly due to differing degrees of enforcement, the causes of
which are beyond the scope of this study. On the other hand,
in the classes 16 and 17 years and 18 to zo years this variable is
no longer a factor and the effect of economic and social forces
can be studied without its interference.

Ouly a few of the States are considered.* For an adequate
discussion of even a few, more space than can be given, and
great familiarity with the economic and social strueture and with
the school systems of the localities would be necessary. All
“that can be attempted here is a brief preliminary analysis of a
few of the localities, suggestive of the way in which further work
can be done by those interested in careful study of this field.®

' CITIES OF 100,000 POPULATION AND OVER IN OHIO.

Table 37, on the opposite page, shows the attendance rates of the
native white of native parentage in the large cities of Ohio. It is
arranged in descending order of rates at 16 and 17 years.

It will be noticed that at 7 to 13 and at 14 and 15 there is little
variation among the cities in any of the rates—male, female, or
total. This indicates that strict legislation rigidly enforced is in
effect.® Some rather material differences between the attendance
of males and females is seen at 14 and 15 years, all of which are

4 ‘The reader is again warned that the school-attendance rates do nol indicate the quality of insiruction given.

® Those who wish to pursue independent research should cousult the tables of Vols. IT and III of the
Fourteenth Censtrs, which contain other rates than those quoted in this monograph and the absolute
figures from which all rates have been derived,

8 See Ohio, Table 5.
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in favor of females. The largest is in Cincinnati (6.0 points).
All the rates are high, well above those for the urban population
in the United States as a whole.

TaBLE 37.—ScHOOL A'ENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF NATIVE
PARENTAGE, BY SEX AND AGE GROUPS, For CrriEs N Onmro HaviNg
100,000 INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. 1T, Ch. XI, Table 14.]

710 13 YEARS, 14 anp 15 YRARS,
LTy,

‘fotal, Male, TFemale. Total., Male, | Female.
Columbus. . ..ovvvviniianea g6.0 95.5 96.5 89.9 88.4 01.5
Youngstown.................. 97.3 97.3 97.2 91.3 go.6 92.0
Cleveland. . ................. 96.0 96.5 96.7 93.0 9I.5 04.5
Dayton..................... 97.%1 97.3 97.0 90.9 89.2 92.6
Toledo. . .......ccoveiiiiiis o7.1 97.1 97.2 89.7 87.8 9I.5
Cincinnati. .................. 97.3 97.4 97.1 91.1 83.1 04.I
Akron, ..o 96.7 96.6 96.8 01.3 8.1 93.4
Unitep Stares (utban).......| 94.9 94..9 95.0 84.9 84.3 85.4

16 AND 17 YEARS. 18 10 20 YHARS.
CIry. :

Total. Male. Female, Total, Male, | Female,
Columbus. . vvvvvrenneinens 53.2 49.6 56.6 20.9 20.% 21.1
Youngstown 50.2 46.0 53.8 6.1 16.2 6.0
Cleveland. ..., 48.7 45.3 51.9 r5.9 || ' 16.8 I5.1
Dayton.....oovvvviinn 45.4 43.9 47.1 I5.1 17.9 12.6
Toledo. ..ovvvsivniinnninene, 43.8 40.1 47.5 13.6 12,2 14.9
Cinclnnati. . ...oooovennvnnnn 40.4 38.% 42.0 14.9 17.0 13.2
Akront, ..o 36.6 32.5 41.7 7.8 7.1 8.1
Unitep StarEs (urban).. ... 46.2 43.5 48.7 17.5 8.2 16.9

At 16 and 17 the compulsory clauses of the laws cease to operate.
Three of the cities have rates well above that for the United States—
Columbus, Youngstown, and Cleveland. The rest are decidedly
below that normal. Indeed, for this age class the cities might
well be described: Very high, Columbus; normal, Voungstown
and Cleveland; subnormal, Dayton, Toledo, and Cincinnati; very
low, Akron.

At 18 to 20 all rates are relatively low except that for Columbus.
In no other city does the rate for this age equal the corresponding
rate for urban United States.

An attempt will be made to discover some of the factors under-
lying the high rates in Columbus and the very low rates in Akron
in these age groups. Since the purpose of this analysis is merely

- to offer a suggestive example, no attempt will be made to deal

with the other cities.
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Columbus.

In Columbus the high rates of attendance from 16 to 20 years,
inclusive, are due in part to the presence of Ohio State University,
an institution which in 1920 had an enrollment of .about 7,000
students. Since it is a public institution, charging no tuition to
residents of the State, it raises materially the school attendance
in the city. A further contributing factor is the type of popu-
lation. Here is found the highest per cent negro (9.4) among the
large cities of the State. This element does a large part of the un-
skilled and semiskilled work. There is a very small proportion
of the population engaged in manufacturing,” and of these almost
a third are engaged in highly skilled work in railway car shops
and in machine shops. Not only do these industries imply a high
grade of laboring population,but they offer little or no opportunity
to the youth of the city. Further, they encourage attendance
in trade schools, thus increasing the numbers reported as attend-
ing school in the later age groups. Recent data are not available
to index the economic well-being of the population except the
per capita public revenue in 1919.5 In this respect Columbus
does not stand very high. On the other hand, in 1919 its position
among the other cities as regards the per capita expenditures for
education is excellent.?

The per cent expended for schools out of the total revenue is
also relatively high, though this is by no means a good index of
educational policy. Although Columbus, like all these cities of
Ohio except Cincinnati, increased abnormally during the decade

7'The per cent of the total population who are wage earners in manufactories (compiled from data in
Vol. IX, Manufactures, Fourteenth Census, Ohjo, Table 46, total wage earsiers, Dee. 15) is as follows in
the several cities of this class: Columbus, 12.2; Youngstown, 15.5; Cincinnati, 19.4; I'oledo, 19.6; Cleveland,
22.6; Dayton, 23.2; and Akron, 37.1.

8'The per capita revenue receipts (Financial Statistics of Citles, 1919, Table 4, D. 140) of the several
cities int 1919 were: Cincinnati, $42.04; Cleveland, $35.20; Dayton, $20.30; Columbus, $26.65; ‘Toledo, $26,15;
Youtigstown, $21.65; and Akron, $z0.80,

#The per capita expenditures (Financial Statistics of Cities, 110, Table 1a, p. 204) of the several citieg
for education in ro1g were as follows:

City. Total. || Schoots. | Ldbre- City. Total. ||Schools, | Libra-
Cincinnati. ... 88,12 87,48 $0.34 || Toledo. $6. 30 $6.00 $o. a1
Cleveland, . 8.03 2449 o 56 (| Dayton 557 5.30 o277
Colurzbus, . .. 6.4 6.55 o.19 || Akron. 5-317 525 o.05
Youngstown.......... 6.58 6. 42 0.16

10 The per cent of total revenue (Financial Statistics of Cities, zo19, Table 11, p. 210) which was ex-
pended for schaols in rorg in the several cities was: Akron, 46.1; Youngstown, 45.2; Columibus, 40.9;
‘Toledo, 38.8; Dayton, 37.0; Cleveland, 35.7; and Cincinnati, 3z.0.
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1910-1920, it showed a smaller increase than any of the others.
In consequence, a lighter burden was thrown on the school facilities
than in other instances, as will be shown later.

It is evident, then, that many factors underlie the high attend-
ance rates of Columbus; in the later age groups there are among
others: A relative lack of opportunity for the employment of
young people in industrial pursuits, as indicated by the small
proportion of wage earners; a superior type of population,
native white of native parentage, as shown by the predominant
industries; a high standard of educational ideals, as indicated by
the per capita expenditures for schools; a simpler problem of
adjustment to a new population group, as shown by the relatively
low rate of increase; and excellent facilities for inexpensive col-
legiate training. S

Akron. SRR

In Akron a very different situation is found. ** Its growth
during the decade was enormous,”® mainly through the itnmigra- 5 . i
tion of wage earners for work in the huge industrial plants that . ‘ i
were fofced into prominence by the World War. . Many families TRy
were brought to the city and the schools were overcrowded. s
Though low in per capita expenditure for schools, "Akron evidently e
made strenuous efforts to keep up with the need, at least for the RN
comptulsory age period. This is shown by the proportion of total TR
expenditures which went for schools. Exceptional occupational
opportunity was offered by the extensive rubber works of the city,

“which, in 1919, employed almost 85 per cent of the wage earners
of the city, and which utilized large numbers of relatively un-

11 ‘T'he per cent increase in the total population {Vol. I, Population, Fourteenth Census, Tables g, 48,
pp. 22, 85) of the severalcities during the decade rgro-rg2o was: Cincinnati, 10.4; total United States,
14.9; total Ohio, 20.8; Columbus, 30.6; Dayton, o.9; Cleveland, 4a.1; “I'vledo, 44.3; Youngstown, 67.4; and Y
Akron, 201.8, k
12 See footnotes, p. 134.
13 Only nine other cities of 25,000 population or over in 1920 in the whole United States equaled or ex- .
.ceeded (ather than by consolidation with other towns) the per cent increasein Akron, (Vol, I, Popula- .
tion, ‘L'able 48, p. 82.) ‘These are shown below:

Per cent Per tf:ent
City. 1910 1920 incrocase: City. 1910 1920 inm?easc: . O "
1910-1920 1910~1920 AR
: {
Akron, Ohio.......... 69,067 | 208,435 201.8 || Tulsa, Okla........... 18,182 | ¥z,015 296. 4 DL |
Clarksburg, W. Va....} o9,z01 | 27,869 202.9 ||"Wichita Falls, Tex,...| 8,200 | 40,079 388.8 DR
Cicero town, I, ......| 14,557 | 44,995 zog.1 || Miami, Fla...... coeee|  B4TI | 20,871 440.5 R I8
Tong Beach, Calif.....| 17,800 | 55,593 212.2 || Highland Park,Mich..| 4,120 } 46,499 | 1,038.6 : : . |
‘Gary, Ind 16,802 | 5,378 229.6 H%/}::_ltﬁamck village, 3,550 1 48,615 | 1,3266.0 Lot |
ca. P ]
1) ERRER B I ;;
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skilled young men and women. Both per capita revenue and
expenditures for schools were comparatively low. Though Akron
Municipal University is located in the city, in 1920 it had only 500
students. Attention is called to the fact that it is the male rate
at 16 and 17 years that is particularly low, the rates for both sexes
being very low at 18 to 20 years. ,

Here, then, we see that economic factors combine to introduce
young men and women into industry, boys somewhat earlier than
girls. Inadequate facilities and lower educational standards
in the population, added to these, readily explain the relatively
low rates.

CITIES OF 100,000 POPULATION AND OVER IN PENNSYLVANIA.

In Pennsylvania there are only four cities of this class. The
rates, total, male, and female, of the native white of native parent-
age in the various age classes, arranged in descending order of
rates at 16 and 17, and at 18 to 20 are as follows:

TABLE 38.~—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF NATIVE
PARENTAGE, BY SEX AND AGE GrRoUPS, FOR CITIES IN PENNSYLVANIA
HAVING 100,000 INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920.

[Soutce: Fourteenth Ceusus, Vol. II, Ch, XI, Table 17.]

710 18 YEAR&“.‘ 14 AND 15 ¥EARs.
ey, - ' .
‘Total, Male. FPemale. Total. Male. | Feinale,
I?ittsburgh .................... 95.2 05.2 05 I 89.3 90.4 88.2
Serantorl ..o 92.9 04.2 91.% 85.0 84.3 85,6
Philadelphia................. 94.4 94.5% 04.3 87.8 87.1 84.5.
Reading,..........c.cevvevent|  95.5 95.4 95.6 86.9 88.8 85.2
Unrtep STaTEs (urban)........| o94.0 94.9 05.0 84.9 84.3 85.4
16 AND 17 YEARS. 1810 20 YEARS.
ary.
‘Total. Male, Lemale. || ‘“Total. Male, | Female.
Pittsburgh..... 42.% 41.5 43.8 16.9 || 18.3 15.4
Scrantot1. ... .. 38,1 33.9 42.1 13.9 12.8 Iig
Philadelphia................. 33.6 33.1 34.1 11.0 11.6 10.4.
Reading..................... 31.3 3r.z 31.4 9.8 10.§ 9.3
Unrrgp Seazes (uthan)........] 46.2 ||  43.5 48,4 17.5 18.2 16.9

While at 7 to 13, and 14 and 15, the rates are normal as com-
pared with those for the United States, at 16 and 17 and at 18 to




NATIVE WHITE OF NATIVE PARENTAGE. IN CITIES 137

zo all of the cities have rates considerably below that normal, with
the exception of Pittsburgh in the latter age class, which is only
slightly less. Enforcement of stringent legislation which includes
in the compulsory period all ages up to 16, though working
permits may be secured under that age, accounts for the high
rates in the early age classes. The low rates at the later ages

_are not so easily explained. They are not interpretable in purely

economic terms.

Although slightly below the United States rate at 16 and 17, and
at 18 to 20, the school attendance of Pittsburgh may be considered
up to average. The other cities, particularly Reading, are decidedly
below average. Analysis of Pittsburgh and Reading from economic
and social standpoints will be.attempted in explanation of these

diverse situations.
Pittsburgh.

While all the cities of Pennsylvania are industrial, with a popu-
lation native white of native parentage which is essentially wage
earning, Pittsburgh shows an unexpectedly high degree of school
attendance during the period for which there are no compulsory
requirements. It seems probable that the presence of the Car-
negie Institute of Technology, Duquesne University, and the
University of Pittsburgh, which three institutions had in 1920 an
aggregate attendance of 12,000 students, accounts in large measure
for the relatively favorable showing. It is true that in Phila-
delphia similar institutions show a collective enrollment of over
20,000, but a large proportion of this is drawn from other cities
and States, and even foreign countries. Also, the total population
of Philadelphia is three times that of Pittsburgh, which makes the
proportional enrollment very much higher in the latter city.

Though Pittsburgh is a highly industrial center,!* its industries
are mainly iron and steel working, including foundries, car construc-
tion, and machine shops. In these the unskilled labor is performed
by the foreign born, who constitute over 20 per cent of the total
population, and the work is of such nature that it can not well be

14 The industrial sitnation in the four cities (compiled fromn Vol. IX, Manufactures, Fourteenth Census,
‘Fable 32, pp. 1328 ££.) is shown by the following table:

Per cent wage eartters in Per cent under 16 among Per cent females among
total population. . wage earners, WRge earners,
Reading................. o, Reading........ccoevvenas 4.7 Scranton......ciiiiiiann 42.9
Philadelphia. . . Sctanton.....,. e 4.7 Philadelphia veer 20.6
Pittsburgh. ... cees Philadelphia. .. 1.9 Readiftg. .....ovviieivannn .
Seranton.......o . Pittsburgh..... 1.1 Pittsburgh,.....ccvvnnnnns
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done by women, young men, or girls. The effect of this on school
attendance among the native white of native parentage is obvious.
Since the opportunities for employment which Pittsburgh offers
are in skilled trades or in technical work, an unusually high attend-
ance in trade schools and other institutions is natural. The effect
of this is greater on males than females, as is shown by the higher
rate for the former at the years 18 to zo.

. Reading.

In Reading the rates are so low as to place that city far below the
United States as a whole, tenth from the last in the list of cities of
this class at the years 16 and 17, and fifth from the last at 18 to 20.
(See Tables 35 and 36.) Reading has a far larger proportion of wage
earners than any other of the cities, and a relatively high propor-
tion less than 16 years of age. More than a quarter of the wage
earners are female. The industries require large numbers of un-
skilled and semiskilled lahorers—Ilarge proportions of women in
the manufacture of knit goods, food products, boots and shoes,
confectionery, and tobacco, and of men in foundries and car shops.
On the other hand, the percentage foreign born in the total popu-
lation is small, 8.9 per cent. In consequence many wotnen, young
men, and girls, native white of native parentage, are required to
perform the tasks allotted to the foreign born in other centers,

There are no higher institutions in this city and little urge
toward trade education. Small inducement then is offered for
continuation in school beyond the legal requirements.

The native white of native parentage are very largely of
“Pennsylvania Dutch’ extraction. Among the females of this
group early marriages are the rule. Of the females 15 to 19 in
Scranton, 4.6 per cent are married; in Pittsburgh, 8.0 per cent; and
in Philadelphia, 8.5 per cent; while in Reading the very abnormal
rate of 11.1 per centis found. Although marriage doesnot imply
that the wife is not a wage earner, it is a material factor in reduc-
ing school attendance.

CITIES OF 100,000 POPULATION AND OVER IN CONNECTICUT.

Connecticut has three cities of 100,000 population and over—
Hartford, New Haven, and Bridgeport. The following table shows
the several rates at the various ages in each of these. It will
be noticed that the order is the same for all age classes and for

Rl 71
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the sexes, except for total and each sex at r4 and 15, when the
order of Bridgeport and New Haven are reversed, and for total
and females at 18 to 20, when New Haven is slightly higher than T
Hartford. ' RIS \

TaBLE 39.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF
Narive PARENTAGE, BY SEX AND Ace Groups, ForR Cities N Con-
NECTICUT HAVING 100,000 INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920,

[Source: Fourteenth Census; Vol. 1Y, Ch. XT. Table 17.]

710 18 vEARS. 14 AND 15 vyEARS. |

CITY. |

Total. Male, TFemale, ‘Lotal, Male. | Female, !
Hartford............oo0oennns 07.2 96.9 97.5 85.7 85.2 86.1
NewHaven................. . 92.6 92.7 92.5 79.1 78.1T 80.0
Bridgeport............o.vuin 89.9 go.8 8g.1 82.3 83.5 81.3
Unrrep Svarms (urban)......| o4.9 94.9 95.0 84.9 84.3 85.4

16 AND 17 YBARS. 18 ro 20 yaRSs.
CItY.

“Total. Male. | Female. ‘Total. Male, |Female.
Hartford............oovvvs. 50.9 50.1 51.6 18.3 21.3 15.8
NewHavenn................. 43.2 38.3 48.0 19.1 20.5 17.9
Bridgeport..........ovvviun 39.0 33.8 44.2 12.6 13.7 11.6
UnireDp Srates (urban). .. ...| 46.2 43.3 48.% 17.5 18.2 16.9

Of the three, Hartford is the only one which exceeds the United
States figures for practically all age classes. In New Haven and
Bridgeport the rates are all below normal except in New Haven
at 18 to 20. Great variation exists at 7 to 13, with exceedingly
high rates for Hartford, and for Bridgeport the lowest rates of
any city of this class in the United States. At 14 and 15 the rates
approximate one another somewhat more closely, with New Haven
rather low in the list. At 16 and 17 Hartford is very high, while
at 18 to 20 New Haven and Hartford are well above normal and
Bridgeport decidedly below.

Hartford.

Adequate explanation of the high proportion of attendance in R
this city is very difficult. ‘The economic factors are here far less RS
important than are the social factors. About two-thirds of the
population are native white, most of the lower grade labor being
performed by the foreign born or negro. It is the capital of the
State, which considerably raises the culture of the native white of
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native parentage above the general level for the State. There is
but a small proportion of the total population engaged as wage
earners in manufacturing,”® and therefore little to attract the
inferior elements of the native white population.

The industrial establishments employ a very small proport1on
Jess than 16 years of age and relatively few women. This conduces
to high rates of attendance, in particular among the native white
of native parentage.

That there is genuine interest in education is shown by the per
capita expenditure for education, which is high.*

Two small institutions of higher education ‘are located in this
city with about 250 students, but large numbers of boys and girls
take advantage of colleges and universities located in other Con-
necticut centers and in neighboring States. This applies par-
ticularly to males, for in Hartford the attendance rate for males
18 to 20 is high.

New Haven.

New Haven, with its large industrial population, is somewhat
below normal in all age classes except from 18 to zo. While con-
siderable interest is manifested in the schools of the city,*® an unusu-
ally large proportion drop from school at the ages 14 and 15, most
of them hoys. At 16 and 17 the rate for boys is very low but that
for girls is especially high. Large numbers of girls take advantage
of the excellent facilities offered for normal school training in the
large institutions located in this city. It would be expected that
the presence of Yale University would make for a very high attend-
ance rate among males at 18 to 20. This does not seem to be true,

% The following table {compiled from Vol, IX, Manufactures, Fourteenth Census) shows the proportion
and type of wage earners in the three cities under discussion:

Per cent wage earners in total Per ceut under 16 among wage Per cent. females among wage
popuiation. earners. earuers,
Hartford.......cocovvnet 9.4 Hartlord. ...oooooiiiiinn T4 Hartford. ...oovvvviennnns 19.8
New HAVCR. 1. vrnrncees 20, 4 Bridgeport. . .....oiivinsn 1.8 New Havel. ., oooiiiiveaen 277
Bridgeport. ciovviiiiane. 341 New Haven.......o..vune 3.2 Bridgeport..o.vueeiiciins 27.8

3 Per capita public expenditures for education, mcludmg public schools and libraries (Financial Statis-
tics of Cities, 1919, 0. 204) are:

City. Total. || Schools. I;lg‘s'f" City. Potal. - || Schools. I;ixtga
Hartford.............. $8.97 $8. 46 $o. 21 |} Bridgeport,........... $6. 62 $6.30 | - $o.32
New Haven, . v.ocaene. 7. 66 737 0. 29
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'however, as the rate for males is lower in New Haven than in Hart-
ford, though it is considerably higher than normal and much
greater than the rate for females.

Bridgeport.

In the city of Bridgeport the situation is extremely bad.” As
has been previously pointed out, native white of native parentage
school attendance at 7 to 13 yearsis the lowest found in any of the
cities of this class in the United States. Indeed, it is low through-
out all classes. :

The low rate during the compulsory years is difficult to explain.
Relatively few of the wage earners are under 16 years. (See p.140.)
Many wage earners in industrial plants are female, This absence
from home of a high percentage of the women would in all prob-
ability diminish the school attendance at the earlier ages through
lack of a propelling influence on the children, and because of the
need for the children in the homes to replace mothers away at work.
This is substantiated by the very low rate for girls at 7 to 13 years.
Though a large proportion of foreign born (32.3 per cent) is found
in Bridgeport, many of the wage earners in the manufacturing
plants are native white of native parentage and the population
is subject in an unusual degree to the influence of economic drive.

Little is found in the social situation to offset the pull of the fac-
tory. No institutions of higher instruction are located here.
There seems to be relatively little interest in education, for the per
capita expenditure for schools is but $6.30, far less than in either
New Haven or Hartford. The growth of the city has been ex-
tremely rapid, over 40 per cent in the decade, with a large part of
this increase due to migration of the native stock. Under such
conditions schools are overtaxed and enforcement of compulsory
education legislation is difficult.

Thus we see considerable variation in the school attendance of
the native white of native parentage in the larger cities of the same
State, and we have noted some of the local causesforthis variation.
In California all the cities of 25,000 population and over will be
compared in order to discover, if possible, the relationship between
school attendance and the number of inhabitants.

17 During the past year (1923) the schools were closed and salaries of teachers held up pending the
settlement of a squabble between the board of apportionment and the board of education over differ.
ences of opinion on political matters. The latter body was itself disrupted by similar dissensions.
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CITIES OF 25,000 POPULATION AND OVER IN CALIFORNIA.

California has but three cities of 100,000 and over and nine be-
tween 25,000 and 100,000 population. It may be imagined that
the large cities have solved their educational problems more fully
than have those with smaller populations, but the following table
doesnot bear this out. The cities are arranged in descending order
of total rates for the age group 18 to 20 years. The data are for
the native white of native parentage only.

TABLE 40.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AMONG THE NATIVE WHITE OF NATIVE
PARENTAGE, BY SEX AND AGE Grours, For Crries N CALIFORNIA
HAvVING 25,000 INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. IT, Ch. X1, Table 17; unpublished data.]

710 13 YEARS. 14 AND 15 YEARS,
crry.

Total. Male. | Female, Total. Male. |Female,
Berkeley. .ovvvvvviiirvenianias 93.0 95.T 05.0 04.7 92.6 | ¢6.8
Pasadena...........o... e 95.3 05.58 05.1 92.9 02.9 | 03.0
San JOse. iivreriv i 95.9 00.4 05.4. 05.0 94.4] 05.6
Alameda. ......coivieeiiiann 97.1 97.1 97.2 93.6 93.5 [ 93.8
Long Beach. ...........ooovu 95-3 95.3 95.4 00.6 89.1| 01.8
San Francisco.......ovuveiiaa 92.5 92.2 02.8 89.3 88.8 | 89.7
Oakland..............one, 96.8 96.9 006.6 03-4 92.6 | 94.1
San Diego..vovviviiiriirnen, 93-7 4.1 93.4 90.8 89.9 | 01.6
Los Angeles. ..........ovevnes 05.4 05.4 05.3 91.8 91.6 | 9z.0
Fresno......... ferariaiieineos 95.1T 05.2 05.0 {r  00.4 go.0 | go.y
Sacramento. ..ov.veiiinian 05.8 098.7 96.0 91.7 9I.0 | 02.4
Stockton. ..o iviiiviiiiinnens 97+5 974 97.6 93.4 93.2 | 93.6
UNMED STATES (urban)........ 04.0 04.0 05.0 84.9 84.3 | 85.4

16 AwD 17 YEARS. 1810 20 YEARS,
ary.

Tatal, Male, | Female, ‘Total, ‘Male, {Female,
Berkeley.......ooovuvivnniinn 76,1 72.8 78.9 55.6 55.1 | 56.0
Pasadenif. ... ooviiiniennieanas 73.1 73.9 ¥2.4 38.9 42.0| 36.0
San Jose. . vvviiiiiiiieneias 66.3 65.3 67.1 {1 . 37.5 34.3.1 39.5
Alameda., .......ocicivevnienens 67.1 £0.8 73.8 33.2 32.9| 33.6
Long Beach........cooviiennn 68.9 64.2 73.1 32.1 33.51 30.8
San Franciseo,......c.......... 58.4 50.% 56.0 29.0 37.91 16.3
Oakland...............o.0 e 61.0 57.0 04.7 26.8 26.71 27.0
San Diego. civvvvvriniiinennn J 61.8 58.4 65.2 25.8 26.8 | 24.3
Tos Angeles........... PETTROI 30.4 57.0 61.6 23.9 23.8| 23.9
Fresno......ioooeiiiiiiiia.,, 56.8 50.9 62.5 20.9 19.3 | 22.2
Sacrameftto. ......oiiviii. .. 57.4 53.8 60.8 20.5 20.7 | 20.4
Stocktont. ...v.i iy 55.0 47.6 62.3 18.0 8.3 x71.7
UnItED Srares (uthan). ....... 46.2 43.3 48.4 7.5 8.2 16.9




NATIVE WHITE OF NATIVE PARENTAGE IN CITIES. 143

From a consideration of Tables 40 and 41, it is evident that
the larger cities, those over 100,000, stand midway in respect
to school attendance of the native white of native parentage for
the ages 16 to 20. The smaller cities of from 25,000 to 100,000
are divided into two groups, those considerably above the large
cities and those materially below. The former group consists of
Berkeley, Pasadena, San Jose, Alameda, and Long Beach; the
latter of Fresno, Sacramento, and Stockton, It should be noticed
that San Diego, the largest city under 100,000 population, approx-
imates very closely in its school-attendance rates the larger cities.
All of the cities, however, are well above the urban rates for the
United States as a whole, in each of the age groups, except San
Francisco and San Diego at 7 to 13.

TaBLE 41.—~CoMPOSITION OF THE PoOPULATION oF Crrres IN CALi-
FORNIA HAVING 25,000 INHABITANTS OR MORE: 1920.

[Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol. III, California, Table 10.]

PER CENT OF—
e ! Otatliggl‘mla Native |Poreign-born, Qther

white. white. Negro. colored.
Tos Angeles..oo.ovvinnoi. 576,673 754 19.4 2.7 2.5
San Franeisco.....co.oveve.. 500,670 69.0 249.7 0.5 2.8
Qakland..............c.ove 216,261 ¥3.4 20,9 2.5 3.2
San Diego. . ....ovvivininn., 74,683 79.3 17.8 1.3 1.6
Sacramento. ...... e 65,908 779 6.5 1.0 4.6
Berkeley............ovvei 56,036 #9.6 17.1 0.9 2.4
Tong Beach................. 55,593 86.8 12.2 c.3 Q.7
Pasadena. .................. 45,354 81.5 15.0 2.4 I.1
Frestio. .....oooveiiininninn 45,080 76.0 19.0 1.1 3.9
Stockton. ..o i 40,296 77.0 7.3 0.8 4.9
Satt Jose, . vuiiiiii i 39,642 48.1 19.9 Q.5 1.4
Alameda. .. ..ol 28,806 w6.2 - 20.4 0.8 2.6

The economic factors which have been used in partial explana-
tion of differences in rates in the cities of other States, do not seem
to apply in California. ‘Thus, in Alameda and San Jose, where
the educational situation is exceptionally good, there is a large
percentage of the population wage earners in industrial estab-
lishments, In Sacramento and Stockton children leave school
early, yet there is a lower proportion of industrial workers. This
anomaly may be due to the existence of trade schools and skilled
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crafts in Alameda and San Jose. But in Sacramento and Stock-
ton no satisfactory explanation on economic grounds is possible.1s

A superior grade of native white population is found throughout
California. ILarge numbers have been drawn from the Northeast
and Middle West, where educational standards are high. Many
educational institutions are found in the State, strategically
placed as regards the population. Further, the junior college
movement is far advanced and many of the cities are well equipped
to carry high school pupils through freshmen and sophomore col-
legiate subjects. That good facilities play a large part in stimu-
lating the extension of school attendance is shown in the ex-
tremely high attendance rates in Berkeley. This city is the
home of the University of California, and here at 16 and 17 over
three-quarters of the boys and girls are still in school, and at
18 to 20 over one-half continue to attend.

CITIES OF 100,000 POPULATION AND OVER IN TEXAS.

In the State of Texas in 1920 there were four cities of 100,000
population and over. These, in order of size, are San Antonio, "
Dallas, Houston, and Fort Worth. School-attendance rates for the
several age and sex classes are presented on the next page, the
cities being arranged in descending order of rates for the years 18
to 20.

8 Pheindustrialsituation in the cities is shown by the following tahte (cotupiled from Vol. I, Matiu-
factures, Fourteenth Census, California, Table 36):

Per cent wage eartiers in total Per cent under 16 among wage Per cent {exmales among wage
population, earners, eartters,
Alkmeda,............... 2.3 S Jose. .. .iiiiaiiia,., 2oy San Jose. .. ..uiiiiiiinn..,, 4
Sen Jose, . . 13-7 | Berkeley,.... 204 Pasadena.................. ii 1
“resno. .., . 13.6 | Sacrametito 2.2 Fresno...ooooiieineiiiin, 26 1
Qakland. ... J o136 Pasadena,. 2.3 San Diego 253
Sacramento............. o | Fresno...,. Iz San Francisc 240
San ¥rancisco, . 1.6 | Stockton Iex Los Angeles, ano
Stockton. ... 10,3 Qakland, ..., .6 Long Beach. .. v 183
Los Angeles. 9.0 | San Francisco o g Berkeley............ v 3
Long Beach., 5.7 San Diego o4 Sacramento, N
San Diego.... .ovo 50 | Los Angeles v 0.3 | Stockton., T4l
Berkeley.,....,........, 5.0 | Alameda...,, AP Oakland. 13:8
Pasadena,............... 302 Long Beach,.......ovevnn venn. Alameda oy
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TABLE 42.—SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, BY SEX AND AcE GrRoUPS, FOR CITIES
N TeExas HAVING 100,000 INHABITANTS: OR MORE: 1920.

|Source: Fourteenth Census, Vol, II, Ch. XI, Table z4.]

7 70 13 YEARS. 14 AND 15 YRARS.
cnry,
‘Total, Male. | Female, Total, Male, | Female.
Dallas..,.ovvvvivrninnnnnns, 4.2 03.8 04.6 84.2 82.3 85.9
Houston...........ooivvenns 91.0 00.6 9I.4 82.0 79.2 84.8
Fort Worth.................. gI. X 90.9 01.3 82.1 78.9 8s5.1
San Antonio. ... 90.2 89.9 90.5 82.2 82.3 82.2
Umrrep Stares (urban)...... 94.9 94.9 95.0 84.9 84.3 85.4
. 16 AND 17 YEARS. 18 1o 20 YR ARS,
CITY.
Total. Male. | Female. || Total. Male. | Female.

48.2 46.9 49.4 16.2 19.2 13.8
43.51 40.8| 459 14.8 6.3 | 13.7
43.7 41.2 46.1 14.3 15.9 13.1
44.0 45.1 43.1 13.9 14.9 12.9

46.2 43.5 48.7 17.5 18.2 16.9

As previously noted (p. 132), the rates for the cities show a high
degree of uniformity. At 7 to 13 years Dallas is considerably
above the others for each of the sexes. But slight differences
exist at 14 and 15 years, though it should be noted that the
female rates are well above the male in all the centers. Dallas
again leads by a considerable margin at 16 and 17 years. At
these years the female rates are greater than the male in all but
San Antonio. For the period 18 to 20 years approximate
equality of rates between the cities is found, though the male rate
for Dallas is relatively high. All of the rates for all age groups
are much below those for the entire urban United States, except
in Dallas for all rates at 16 and 17, and for males at 18 to 20
years.

Dallas.

As regards the school attendance of the native white of native
parentage, Dallas, though superior to the other cities of Texas, is
decidedly mediocre. Here the gainfully employed are consoli-
dated in manufacturing, trade, and clerical pursuits, with trade
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predominant.®® In particular, women are extensively employed
in clerical pursuits, while males are represented almost equally in
manufacturing and trade. With so large a percentage engaged
in occupations which require specialized training, it is not sur-
prising that school attendance is comparatively high.

Per capita expenditures for education show Dallas far in the
lead,® indicative of a high degree of interest in school affairs.
The early age at marriage in Dallas is partly responsible for the
decidedly low attendance rate for girls 18 to 20 years? The
large proportion of individuals of Mexican descent among the
native white of native parentage undoubtedly diminishes the
school-attendance rates at all ages, for the lack of interest in
education manifest among the foreign-born Mexicans (see p. 67)
is also found among the native born of native parentage, of
Mexican stock.

19 “The following table has beent prepared fromu Table z, Ch. VII, of the report on Occupations of the
Fourteenth Census:

. Dody ol & oy B4 U U [}

g |EEE|§ |&° d 88 | & g |2

8 gl o W .2 0T % bR g

B! ;Ya | S, | 8y e 2 g

§ |lfsa| g4 |BS.| B EY | ¥4 | BE | °4

City- & (9% 8% g | & g | 88| & 8

§OEeE| B9 (B35 & - ISl - P
g Bk | 8 g8 g |Seg] § 8% [ 8

o Rpr ﬁ ] o O EET| g8 | ¢

= B8 EELE g8 g | 8oa E 38 | 8

- < H = H A 2] o
100, 0 o8 o6 2448 9.7 25.2 2.0 7.6 6.0 23.3
100. 0 1T o8 28.9 10.1 28.6 2.7 6.2 3.8 1.9
100, © (€5 I PR 13.4 8.3 15.6 o-1 11. 6 12.3 38.3
100. 0 .1 2.5 31.4 12.% 20.3 1.9 6.6 ry; 16.3
I00.0 1.4 3z 351 13:9 21.9 2.3 5.2 4.8 12. 3
100, 0 0.2 o T 10. 2 T £3.9 0.1 12,6 16.8 33,8
100. 0 0.8 1.6 27.9 InI 18.6 2.2 8.6 5.7 23. 6
100. 0 I.0 F-28 3z 12,1 20.2 2.8 7.0 34 0.3
100.0 ) (1) 13-3 45 13.0 oz 14. 4 13. 5 38.2
100.0 1.9 [-X 237 I, 5 20,2 5.4 04 6.8 15.4
100.0 204 o9 25.8 131 1. 4 47 6.2 3.6 12.0
100, 0 002 |ouenians 2.4 6.2 16,1 o5 20. 3 7.7 26,6

1 Less than one-tenth of 1 per cent.
30 Per capita public expenditures for education, including public schools and libraries (Financial Sta-«
tistics of Cities, 1919, p. 204), are:

City. Total. || Schoots. | Libra- City. Total. || Schools. Libra-
Dallas $6. 68 $6. 56 $o. 12 || San Antontio........... $4.9 $4. 8, $o.
Houston 531 5.ax 1o [{ Fort Worth........... 4 og ; Bg . 3

21 'Fhe per cent married among women 15 to 1o years of age in the native white of native parentage poptt-
lation (Ch. IV, Marital Condition, Vol. II, Fousteenth Census),is as follows: Fort Worth, 21.1; Dallas,
17.2; San Antonio, 15.0; Hlouston, 15.5; United States, urban, 11.5; rural, 14.6; totsl, 13.3.
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Other Cities.

But slight differences exist among the rates for the other Texas
centers, Houston, Fort Worth, and San Antonmio. It appears that
general economic and social factors operate to about the same
degree in each of the three. A noteworthy exception is found in
San Antonio at 16 and 17 years, where the male rate materially
exceeds the female, the reverse being true in the other cities, at
this age. Superficial analysis of the situation in San Antonio dis-
closes a low proportion of women in clerical pursuits and a rela-
tively high proportion in domestic and personal service. The
abnormally great proportion of men engaged in public service is
due to the presence of several military camps in the vicinity and
Fort Sam Houston within the city limits.

SUMMARY.

From this somewhat detailed analysis and comparison of
school-attendance rates of the native white of native parentage
in the large cities of several States, certain definite conclusions
may be drawn, '

Though industry has a material effect on school attendance,
particularly after the compulsory attendance years, great differ-
ences exist in the influence of specific industries. Itisevident that
those which require mature physique do not draw children from
schools. It further appears that the prevalence of industries
requiring a high degree of skill not only does not cause early with-
drawal from educational institutions, but tends to encourage con-
tinuation of attendance beyond the compulsory years.

Public service, clerical occupations, and professional service
seem to encourage continued attendance. Domestic and personal
service tends to remove girls from school. Trade to some degree
curtails advanced formal training. _

The local interest, as indexed by per capita expenditures for edu-
cation, is in some degree related to attendance.

FHarly marriage materially influences female school attendance,
and where that custom is prevalent the attendance rates are low.

The size of the city seems to have relatively little effect upon
school attendance. There appears to be a segregation of parents
with high educational ideals in certain small cities and those with
lower standards in other small centers. In the large cities there
is a mingling which results in mediocrity.
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The presence of institutions which give instruction in higher
branches (as the jumior college, the college, and the university)
encourage late attendance, particularly if supported by public
contribution. Trade schools raise male rates in centers where the
industries demand skilled workers.

The effect of these and many other factors can readily be traced
and the degree of their influence estimated by the methods pre-
sented in Appendix A.
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